WELCOME TO
5TH GRADE
BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT




Welcome to Back to School Night and to fifth grade.  We would like to make this a year of special memories, exciting activities and special opportunities.  This year is also important because we are preparing the students for the challenges that lay ahead in middle school.  The purpose of this packet is to provide all the important information you will need for fifth grade.  Please do not hesitate to discuss any questions and concerns you may have with us.  

Teachers:

Mark Lord				email:  
mlord@waterfordschools.org

Jennifer Radack	email:  jradack@waterfordschools.org
Lisa Trott	email:  ltrott@waterfordschools.org
Rita Quiles-Glover		email:  
				     rquilesglover@waterfordschools.org
Megan Gaffney			email:
					mgaffney@waterfordschools.org

Reading Workshop: 
Reader’s workshop will incorporate whole class novels, guided reading and independent reading.  The whole class novels represent a variety of genres.  The students are expected to write detailed responses in complete thoughts.  Guided reading groups will provide small group instruction to focus on reading strategies and skills.

Writing Workshop:
Writer’s workshop will focus on expository, narrative, persuasive, creative and descriptive writing.  The students will be encouraged to plan, write, reread, and edit their work.

Math:
The math program moves quickly and is very intense.  It is imperative that your child know the multiplication tables.  Mastery of the multiplication tables will make learning math easier for your child.  Some topics covered this year include:  number sense, operations, patterns, measurement, probability, ratios, estimation, geometry, algebra and discrete math.

Spelling:  
At the beginning of the week, the children are assigned the first two pages of a spelling unit in the spelling book.  At times, additional pages will be assigned, if necessary. Spelling tests will be given every Thursday.  If we have a Monday off, we typically do not have a spelling test that week.

Health:
The fifth grade health curriculum covers a broad range of subjects. Some of these topics are presented by other staff and community members.  Parts of this curriculum are discussed by the school nurse, a town police officer and a representative from the fire department.  The content areas include:  alcohol and other drugs, injury prevention, nutrition, physical activity, family life and sexuality, tobacco, mental health, personal and consumer health and community and environmental health.

Switching Classes:
We switch classes for science and social studies.  We switch classes on A,B,C,D, and E days.  On F day afternoons we have math clubs.  This is a time where we break all the students up into 3-4 groups based on their needs.  Some students need reinforcement and some need enrichment.  The groups are flexible and may change each F day.  Also on alternating F day afternoons, we take time out for S.E.W. (self-esteem workshop).  We have the students participate in team building activities.

Science:
Science includes many hands-on learning opportunities and experiments.  This year we will be focusing on 4 units of study.  The topics include:
· Sound and Light
	What is the role of energy in our world?
· Responses to Stimuli
	How are organisms structured to ensure efficiency and 	survival?
· Earth, Moon, and Sun
	How does the position of the Earth in the solar system 	affect the conditions on our planet?
· Optical Technologies
How do science and technology affect the quality of our lives?

Social Studies:
Social studies is filled with projects, presentations, literature and discussions. 
The units of study this year are:
· United States government
· Westward expansion
· Industrial Revolution
· Civil War
· Immigration

Literature Studies:
· Focuses on comprehension skills and building fluency.
· Students will be given a chance to read and respond to a variety of texts.

Homework:  
Homework is typically given Monday through Thursday.  The students are required to write the assignments down in their agenda books. Some assignments are long term and the due date will be written next to them.  All tests will be announced at least one week in advance and a study guide will be given 2 days prior to the test. It would be very helpful for you to check their agenda books often. I sign agenda books nightly to assure they are writing down the correct homework as it is posted daily on the Promethean board. 

Friday Folders:
Every Friday our folders are sent home with important notices.  Please take the time to go through and read the fliers.  Please send the folder back with any signed papers on the first day of the next school week.  

BIRTHDAYS: 
Since we are no longer able to have food as a snack, you may want to recognize your child’s birthday in a different way. You can send in a craft or a special book to be read.  We could have the other students in the class make a book page for your child and create a book for them.  Be creative! 

BOOK ORDER:
I usually send home the book orders once a month.  Please write a check payable to Scholastic Book Clubs. If you are unable to send a check then I will accept the money and write a check to the company. In addition, you can also order online through the website: www.scholastic.com/bookclubs. 
User Name:MrsQG			Password: books  

CLASS MEETING:  Often we conduct a class meeting where the children can voice their concerns and praise the class and/or a classmate.  The children have an opportunity to problem solve with one another and me.  Class meetings have been a nice way to form unity within our classroom and throughout our school.

VOLUNTEERS:
I welcome volunteers to help in the classroom with projects or to share a special talent.  I also appreciate help with copying, preparing materials for a lesson, bulletin boards, book binding, and laminating.  I thank you in advance for your help and support.

READING LOG:  
It is very important that your child spends time reading independently.  Reading is the primary way a child gains a wide vocabulary and is highly related to success in every academic area.  Therefore, I require that your child fill out a reading log 4-5 times a week.  They respond on the sheet to what they are reading every Monday and Thursday.  They must make 1 connection (#4) at least once a week. Sign the sheet and make sure that your child returns it to school on Fridays – every week must be signed.  A new record sheet and reading log will then be given out at the end of each month.  Help your child choose books that are appropriate in terms of reading level.  If you would like to enjoy the books with your child, that would be wonderful.  Have fun!!  

Magical Mystery:
To promote diversity, encourage reading and writing and to offer the opportunity for students to visit local places, our class participates in a program called Magical Mystery through a Learn grant. Partnered with a school from Groton, students are paired up with another fifth grader.  Through various team building activities, literature circles, and writing, students create a bond with the student from this partner school.  They will read 1 mystery book and write a portion of a mystery story which will be bound as a classroom book and each child will receive one.  Monthly field trips are part of the program, as well as class visits from authors, specialized reading and writing teachers, and outreach programs related to mystery.

Class Website:
Please visit the Oswegatchie home page through the Internet and scroll to the tab that indicates homework.  Click on this and you will see teacher websites.  Click on my name to get curriculum information, calendar of events, a copy of the reading log, specials schedule, and/or for your child to play various educational computer games.

Newsletter/Group of the Month:
Monthly a classroom newsletter will be administered.  This will highlight the curriculum we will be focusing on, the Group of the Month, classroom pictures, and other special announcements.
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