Math 7

Mrs. Cook

Room 301

Math 7 is a required class for all seventh grade students.  The purpose of the class is for students to build on the concrete reasoning experiences developed in elementary school while developing the deeper mathematical understandings required for success in abstract learning experiences.  The Virginia Mathematics Standards of Learning place emphasis on solving problems involving consumer-applications, using proportional reasoning, and gaining proficiency in computations with integers.  The students will gain an understanding of the properties of real numbers, solve one-step linear equations and inequalities, and use data analysis techniques to make inferences, conjectures, and predictions.  Two- and three-dimensional representations, graphing transformations in the coordinate plane, and probability will be extended.  Students who successfully complete Math 7 will be prepared for future mathematics classes, including high school course work.

Materials

Required materials:  1 ½ inch 3-ring binder, planner, pencil with eraser, one spiral notebook.  These materials should be brought to class each day.  

**NOTE:  Student textbooks will be taken home during the first week of school and will remain at home throughout the year.  I recommend that students keep the textbook in an organized study space where the textbook will be protected from pets, younger siblings, etc.  It will be used on a regular basis for homework completion.  While at school, students will use a textbook from the classroom set.  In June, the textbook that was assigned during the first week of school will need to be returned.  Any student who loses or damages the textbook will be responsible for a fine.  The replacement cost of the textbook is $49.98.

Objectives

First semester:
Decimal Patterns and Algebra


· 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.19, 7.20, 7.21

Statistics:  Analyzing Data


· 7.16, 7.17, 7.18

Algebra:  Integers

· 7.5, 7.12

  


Algebra:  Linear Equations and Functions

· 7.19, 7.20, 7.21, 7.22

Fractions, Decimals, and Percents

· 7.1, 7.2, 7.6

Second Semester:
Applying Fractions


· 7.3, 7.7

Ratios and Proportions

· 7.6, 7.4

Applying Percent


· 7.4

            

Probability


· 7.14, 7.15, 7.18

 


Geometry and Measurement

· 7.9, 7.10, 7.11, 7.13  

Geometry:  Measuring Two-Dimensional Figures


· 7.7, 7.9

Geometry:  Measuring Three-Dimensional Figures

· 7.8

Assignments

· Homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday.  Homework is intended to help students master specific skills and to reinforce material presented in class.  Each day, the homework assignment will be written on the board and students will record the information in their planner.  It is the expectation that homework assignments will be completed on time.  Incomplete homework assignments will result in a zero. Students who are absent will submit make-up work when they return to school.  

· Quizzes will be used to assess student progress.  

· A chapter test will be given at the conclusion of each unit of study.  A study guide will be provided prior to each test.

· Each six-weeks, a cumulative test will be given.

· Projects may be assigned throughout the year.  

Assessment

Student grades are calculated using the following weighted system:

· Tests:  50%

· Quizzes:  40%

· Classwork/Homework:  10%

Expectations

· Students will come to class prepared with all materials including the previous night’s assignment.

· Students will enter the classroom quietly and begin working on the daily warm-up.

· The warm-up and all class notes and assignments will be kept in math notebooks that will be brought to class each day
· No food, drink, or gum will be brought into the classroom (bottled water is allowed).

· Cheating will not be tolerated.  

· Students will be expected to do their best.

Communication

· A progress report will be sent home with each student mid-way through each grading period.  Progress reports are to be signed by a parent/guardian and returned to school. 

· Conferences may be scheduled by calling the school (459-2941)

· Communication by email is encouraged:  rrcook@shenandoah.k12.va.us
Students, if you have a question about your homework, you may call me at home (984-8839).  If I am not there to answer the phone, please leave a message in the following manner:  “Hi, Mrs. Cook, this is ____________________.  I need help with the math homework.  You can call me back until (time).  Thank you.”  Please leave this message just once.  When homework is due, please do not tell me that you did not understand it.  You should call me if you need help, I really don’t mind!  I want to help you to be successful in math class!
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