COURSE TITLE: A.P. English Literature and Composition  Br. Bobert Ruhl, C.S.V.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  AP English Literature is a college-level course that offers students the opportunity to earn college credit and/or advanced placement in English.  Through class work and extensive reading, including a summer reading selection of several works, the student learns to analyze in a mature fashion texts representative of significant authors.  Concurrently, the student perfects his or her command of the English language in writing that is clear, correct, and compelling.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED MATERIALS:

I.   Fiction:     Cassill, R.V. et al., eds. Norton Anthology of Short Fiction (Seventh Edition). New York: W.W.Norton & Company, 2007.

Camus, Albert.  The Stranger. New York: Vintage Press, 1988.

Flaubert, Gustave.  Madame Bovary. New York:  Bantam Books, 1989.

Hammett, Dashiell. The Maltese Falcon. New York: Vintage Books, 1992.

Hemingway, Ernest. A Farewell to Arms. New York: Scribners, 1957.

Scholes, Robert. et al., eds. Dubliners: Text, Criticism, and Notes. New York: Penguin Books, 1996.

II.  Drama:
Becket, Samuel.  Waiting for Godot. New York: Grove Press, 1982.

Chekhov, Anton.  The Major Plays. New York: Signet, 1964.
Ibsen, Henrik.  Four Great Plays by Ibsen. New York: Bantam Books, 1981.

O'Neill, Eugene.  A Long Day's Journey into Night. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1955.

III.  Poetry:     Ramazani, Jahan et al., eds.  Norton Anthology of Modern Poetry (3rd Edition). New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2003.      

IV.  Composition:  An on-going folder of the student’s writing

COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES:

Note:  The course is designed in accordance with the guidelines described in the AP Literature and Composition Course Description available online at AP Central (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html). 

LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION:  The Advanced Placement course requires the study and practice of writing.  The students learn to respond to language with increasing sensitivity and discrimination, and they develop their ability to write in various forms.  Through speaking, listening, and readings, and also through the experience of their own writing, they will become more aware of nuances in the use of language--to connotation, metaphor, irony, paradox; to patterns and shifts in syntax, tone, and point of view.  They will learn to identify an author's values and the assumptions that underlie the author's use of various rhetorical figures and devices of exposition.  They will recognize the characteristics of many forms of discourse.  The students are challenged by assignments that require them to respond in a variety of rhetorical situations: from the relatively personal to the relatively detached, from evaluative writing to critical analysis.  As they speak and write about many experiences, students will become increasingly adept in controlling tone and style in order to define their own voice: that is, their relation to their topic, their audience, and the occasion.  And they will strive to be clear, exact, and concise in their use of Standard English.  Furthermore, the students will increase their working vocabulary through mastering teacher-highlighted words in each of the selections.  Quizzes and tests will include questions on vocabulary.

LITERATURE:  In the Advanced Placement course in English, the students learn how to read works of literature perceptively and how to express their responses to them.  They begin by studying the work itself; its use of literal and figurative language; its characters, action, and themes. From their observation of details they move to a consideration of structure and meaning and from there to evaluation.  The students then consider the possible universality of the work and its relevance to their experiences and values as well as any special relationship it may have to the times in which it was written.  The students will study intensively a representative sampling of works from several genres and literary periods.  In general, emphasis is placed upon approaches that increase the students' direct familiarity with a literary text and its meaning.  To help direct the student’s reading, the teacher will typically supply study questions for each work under review.  Reading is noticing.  The areas of focus listed on the syllabus indicate principal areas of emphasis but are not intended to be exclusive.

Even though the content of this course is designed to stand alone as a course in advanced reading and writing, separate from the AP Exam, students will concurrently prepare for the AP English Literature and Composition exam in May, which presupposes advanced reading and composition skills.  While the aforementioned reading and writing activities will go a long way in building skills necessary for the test, we will also study test questions and take practice tests.  These practice tests, given at different points throughout the course, will use sample multiple choice questions and essay prompts from previous AP exams. Students will be familiar with the type of test and questions they will encounter on the exam long before May.  For example, in-class essays will be graded using the same rubric that the AP evaluators use; students will also use this rubric to evaluate each others’ responses and sample responses supplied at the AP Central Homepage.  

COURSE OUTLINE:

I.   Fiction

A. Short Story:  Joyce:  Dubliners
                             Hemingway, Cather, O'Connor, Fitzgerald, Kafka, etc.
B.  Novella:
Kafka:  The Metamorphosis
C.  Novel:
Flaubert:  Madame Bovary
Hemingway:  A Farewell to Arms
Hammett:  The Maltese Falcon
Camus:  The Stranger
II.  Drama

A.  Ibsen:
A Doll's House

            B.  Chekhov:
 Uncle Vanya
C.  O'Neill:
A Long Day's Journey into Night
D.  Beckett:
Waiting for Godot
III. Poetry:  Housman, Hopkins, Auden, Frost, Eliot, Cummings, etc.

IV.  Composition:  Writing assignments are an important component of the course. The student will keep a folder of his or her compositions so that the teacher and the student can monitor the student’s writing progress from paper to paper.  In a sense, the best writing textbook is a student’s own writing.  The two initial writing activities follow.

1. Students will construct the four different types of sentences leading to writing a   pyramid   paragraph of seven sentences in the following order: simple, compound, complex, compound-complex, complex, compound, simple.  Students will use all four types of sentences in subsequent writing assignments to ensure the presence and appropriate use of subordinate and coordinate constructions.

2. Students will attempt to persuade a college or university admissions board to accept their application for admission in a personal expository essay such as that often required for college entrance.

3. Students will construct an opening paragraph containing a hook, thesis, and essay map.

4. Students will develop middle paragraphs with specific examples.

5. Students will construct an effective conclusion.

6. Students will enhance the logical organization of their essay through effective transitions both inter- and intra- paragraph and through repetition of key words.
7. Students will maintain a controlling tone and a consistent voice.
8. Students will receive feedback from the teacher during the drafting process.
9. Students will do a final polishing of grammar, syntax, spelling, and style, and demonstrate use of the four types of sentences.

NOTE: Students will continue to use these steps of writing in subsequent essays.

