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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

AP English Language and Composition is a college-level course that offers students the opportunity to earn college credit and/or advanced college placement in English.  This course focuses on rhetoric and writing, particularly analyzing rhetorical elements of nonfiction texts.  Students will also study and compose types of essays common to introductory College Composition:  narrative, expository, analytical, and persuasive.

II. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

Capote, Truman.  In Cold Blood. New York: Vintage, 1994.  

Muller, Gilbert. The McGraw-Hill Reader: Issues Across the Disciplines (9th edition). New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.

Roskelly, Hephzibah, and David A. Jolliffe. Everyday Use: Rhetoric at Work in Reading and Writing (AP edition). New York: Pearson Longman, 2005.

Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. New York: Signet Classics, 1998.

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES:

This course is organized according to the guidelines of the current AP English course description.

Accordingly, the focus of AP English Language and Composition is three-fold:

Students will practice and develop skills in close, critical reading by looking at works primarily of nonfiction, but also including poetry, fiction, drama, graphics, and visual images.  Students will learn to respond to language with increasing sensitivity and discrimination, and they will become more aware of rhetorical devices in the use of language, such as connotation, metaphor, irony, paradox, syntax, tone, and point of view.  Through close reading of a wide variety of prose styles and genres from different literary periods, they will learn to identify the values and assumptions that underlie the author’s use of various rhetorical figures and devices of exposition.  We are specifically interested in how style and rhetorical choices contribute to the purpose, beauty, and individuality of a work.  By year’s end, students should be consciously applying these choices to their own writing.

Students will write several major papers each semester and several smaller reflective and analytical pieces throughout the year.  After studying professional samples of each type of essay, students will write narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative essays about a variety of subjects.  Students will practice and improve their writing skills as we focus on writing as a process, including drafting, revising, peer, individual, and teacher editing.  Thus students are challenged by assignments that range from personal to objective, from informal writing to critical analysis.  Student writers will become increasingly skilled in controlling tone and style in response to their subject, their occasion, their audience, their purpose, and their persona as speaker (S.O.A.P.S.).  In order to increase clarity and exactness in their use of language, the course also teaches appropriate grammar, usage, punctuation, and documentation research skills such as those used in the researched argument paper.  Furthermore, the students will increase their working vocabulary through mastering teacher-highlighted words in each of the selections.

Even though the content of this course is designed to stand alone as a course in advanced reading and writing, separate from the AP Exam, students will concurrently prepare for the AP English Language and Composition exam in May, which presupposes advanced composition skills.  While the aforementioned reading and writing activities will go a long way in building skills necessary for the test, we will also study and write test questions and take practice tests.  These practice tests, given at different points throughout the course, will use sample multiple choice questions and essay prompts including the synthesis essay from previous AP exams. Students will be familiar with the type of test and questions they will encounter on the exam long before May.  For example, in-class essays will be graded using the same rubric that the AP evaluators use; students will also use this rubric to evaluate each others’ responses and sample responses supplied at the AP Central Homepage.  The AP English Language and Composition Exam is a test of skill, and consistent practice and application during the year are necessary for success.

IV. COURSE OUTLINE

Semester One

1. Hamlet: this unit focuses on the rhetorical choices that Shakespeare makes and the rhetorical devices he employs.
a. Paraphrase and annotate each of Hamlet’s soliloquies.

b. Define, recognize, and apply literary terms.

2. Students will paraphrase proverbs and idiomatic expressions

3. Students will critically and actively read passages from McGraw-Hill Reader & Everyday Use.
4. Students will construct a pyramid paragraph

5. Students will construct a personal expository essay such as that often required for college entrance.

6. Students will master grammar and punctuation rules, euphemisms, similar words, and levels of English language.

7. Students will create a definition essay.

8. Students will analyze and be able to identify rhetorical techniques in both public and private letters, and the autobiographical essay.

Semester Two

1. Students will be able t o identify errors in reasoning including fallacies, emotional appeals, generalities, inferences, and propaganda.

2. Students will read and analyze argumentative essays.

3. Students will critically and actively read passages from McGraw-Hill Reader & Everyday Use.
4. Students write a researched argument paper on a teacher assigned topic.

5. Students will prepare for the AP synthesis essay (much like the DBQ in APUSH), and will be tested using a sample synthesis from the AP Central.

6. Students will read, view, and discuss the devices used in satirical works.

7. Students will read In Cold Blood by Truman Capote.  Students will identify and discuss aspects of style, the characteristics of New Journalism, criticism, Nature vs. Nurture, fate, homophobia, retribution vs. forgiveness.

8. Students will write an analytical essay in which they will choose from a range of paper topics.

