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Adams, Jeremy Joan Of Arc: Her Story, New York: St. Martins Press, 1998. 264 pp.
           

  Adams doesn’t waste time lunging into the story of Joan the Maid-La Pucelle-, which begins with Joan making progress to crown the “Dauphin” Charles VII.  Along with prayer and her divine guidance she wins many battles in the Hundred Years War, including the siege in Orleans, to help reclaim the Homeland for France from England.  Despite her valiant efforts and success, Charles VII hesitated to listen to Joan in establishing dominance over Paris, and listened to his own advisers who disliked Joan.  She remained inactive, until she was granted a small mission in Paris where she was captured, judged for heresy, and burned at the steak.  Twenty-five years later, Pope Callixtus III reexamined the trial, and stated Joan was innocent, where she was named a martyr, and later a saint.  Joan’s death had a major impact in France, by increasing English activity.  Later though, military officials that fought with Joan lead French forces to claim initiative in both military and diplomacy in 1435, by having success in battle more than failure.  (Jordan [Jacques] Wight, 2012)

Anderson, James.  Daily Life during the French Revolution.  Greenwood Press, 2007. 296 pp.

The book written by James Anderson is about the daily life before, during, and after the French Revolution.  The book explains how the unfair tax codes affected the different classes of French society.  He describes how the changes in thinking of the Enlightenment began to change the thinking of the intellectuals, how the American Revolution influenced the French to fight for their freedom, and how the revolution began.  He also discusses the Reign of Terror and the radical ideas of the Jacobins.  Most of the book is divided into different aspects of daily life.  The author looks at religion, entertainment, food, fashion, publications, education, and marriage.  He explains how the revolution affected these aspects of life for the working people, the church, and the nobility.  (Sarah [Natathlie] Estoppey, 2011)

Anderson, James. Daily Life during the French Revolution. Greenwood Press, 2007. 296 pp. 
            James Anderson accomplishes the strenuous task of depicting every aspect of daily life during that of the French Revolution in his book, Daily Life during the French Revolution. In evaluating life before, during, and after the Revolution Anderson reflects upon the diverse elements of French culture such as class structure, government, religion, arts and entertainment, economy, fashion, and food. Anderson’s assessment of precedent events, including the Enlightenment and the Reign of Terror, aids in the development of his depiction of the French Revolution. For anyone searching for a detailed account of historical events that assisted in the formation of France, this book elaborates the French Revolution in a simple, yet attractive approach. (Lexie Oak, 2012) 

Andress, David. The French Revolution and the People.  Carnegie Publishing: Lancaster, 2004.  441 pp.


The French Revolution and the People was a very intriguing book.  The book was an easy read for those interested in the French Revolution and how it affected those living in France.  With the in-depth and descriptive writing style the novel comes to life making the reader feel like he is there during the revolution.  The plot of the novel was how the French people fought to achieve equality and remove oppression.  With much detail the novel takes the reader back in the time giving you an idea of how the people of France lived during French Revolution. (Alex [Paul] Retzer, 2010)

Andress, David. The Terror: the Merciless War for Freedom in Revolutionary France. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2006. 441 pp.

David Andress in The Terror goes beyond the average history book on the French Revolution.  He meticulously traces its origins, causes, and catalysts.  From Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette, to the various ministers of the treasury, The Terror gives a thorough documentation of economic and demographic causes of the revolution.  Beyond the Revolution, he then proceeds to document the various clubs, decrees of parliament, and the noble’s struggle to reinstate their selves into power.  No history of the Terror could be complete without a discussion of Robespierre, neither is The Terror.  The book is divided into three sections; pre -revolution and King, revolution and the parliaments, and lastly post-revolution and the Terror.  For a thorough documentation of the events, and those leading up to, the French Revolution look no further than Andress’s The Terror.  (Wesley [Pierre] McKellar, 2011).
Badsey, Stephen.  The Franco-Prussian War: 1870-1871.  Oxford: Osprey Publishing, 2003.  


This brief, but thorough history, recounts the war between France and Germany, 1870-1871, that rewrote the map of Europe and served as a prelude to two world wars.  The vain and inexperienced Napoléon III of France is duped to declare war on an alliance of German states, with Prussia at the helm, by the ambitious, wily Otto von Bismarck.  The disorganized and poorly trained French armies prove to be no match for the superior German forces.  Defeat comes quickly for the French with significant effects: the end of the Second Empire and exile of Napoléon III, the national army disarmed, the transfer of Alsace and part of the Lorraine to Germany, and an enormous war indemnity to Germany.  The final defeat led to the events of the Commune, in which the leftist municipal government of Paris is overthrown by rightist forces in a bloody civil war.  This book is a military history, with attention given to the movement of troops and battles.  There are many illustrations, maps, and a chronology of this most important modern war.  (RES)
Barker, Juliet. Agincourt: Henry V and the Battle That Made England. Boston: Little Brown & Company, 2006.
       Agincourt: Henry V and the Battle that made England focuses on the life of Henry V and how his boyhood experiences prepared him for the battle of Agincourt which played an important role in both French and English history.  The Battle of Agincourt was fought over land.  Henry V considered it his right to rule France as well as England.  He believed this because England had previously controlled much of modern France due to the marriage of King Henry II to Eleanor of Aquitaine in 1152.   However the French Monarch resented the English being in control of so much of their land so they gradually took it back until all that remained in English control was the duchy of Aquitaine.  Henry V considered it his royal duty to reclaim this land for England.  In Agincourt: Henry V and the Battle that made England, Juliet Barker examines the life of Henry V and how his childhood prepared him to fight his Agincourt campaign.  (Rachel [Sophie] Kallenberger, 2010)  

Barker, Juliet. Agincourt: Henry V and the Battle that Made England.   London: Little, Brown and Company, June 2006. 411 pages


From this project and reading this book I learned about the Agincourt Campaign that the English launched against France in 1415 A.D.  I learned about the battles that made this campaign a success and how the English finally prevailed over the French in the final battle of the campaign.  I learned that both sides very highly valued chivalry and respect for the other side.  I also learned how greatly outnumbered the English were to the French.  The French had 6 times as many soldiers as the English did and the bulk of the English forces were archers.  This is what I learned from this project. (Jeff [Raymond] Rixey, 2010) 

Barry, Clifford.  The Lost Fleet: The Discovery of a Sunken Armada from the Golden Age of Piracy. New York: HarperCollins, 2002.  272 pages.

A fleet of French ships sank off the Venezuelan coast on January 2, 1678. This proved disastrous for French naval power in the region; it also sparked the rise of a golden age of piracy.  The Lost Fleet traces the lives of the fabled pirates like the Chevalier de Grammont, Nicholas Van Hoorn, Thomas Paine, and Jean Comte d'Estrées.  The Lost Fleet portrays a Dark Age, when the outcasts of European society formed a democracy of buccaneers, settling on a string of islands off the African coast.  It is said from there, the pirates haunted the world's oceans, wreaking havoc on the settlements along the Spanish mainland, sinking ships, ports, and wrecking coastal towns.  More than three hundred years later, writer, explorer, and deep-sea diver Barry Clifford followed the pirates' destructive wake back to Venezuela.  Clifford locates the site of the disaster and wreckage of the once mighty Armada, with the help of a long lost map drawn by the captain of the lost French fleet himself. (Rebecca [Renée] Ludwig, 2010)

Barry, Clifford.  The Lost Fleet:  The Discovery of a Sunken Armada from the Golden Age of 



Piracy.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2002. 272 pages.


On January 2, 1678, a fleet of French ships sank in the Caribbean Sea on the killer reef of Las Aves Island, one hundred miles off the Venezuelan coast.  This book outlines the lives of some of the most famous pirates such as Comte d'Estrees, the Chevalier de Grammont, Nicholas Van Hoorn, Thomas Paine, and Laurens de Graff.  It also follows the Buccaneers as they make their fame and fortune by sinking Spanish ships, raiding towns, imprisoning civilians, and stealing all of their goods.  Now, two hundred and fifty years later, Barry Clifford and his team followed the map that Jean Comte d'Estrées (the captain of the lost French fleet) drew.  He and his team locate the exact site of the disaster and explore it. (Lauren [Cécile] Schnoebelen, 2013) 

Belloc, Hilaire. The French Revolution.  London: Oxford University Press, 1960.   201 pages. 

The French Revolution took place in May 1789 and ended in July1794.  It began with the meeting of the States General.  The French Revolution was a series of phases in which during certain years in between 1789 and 1794, there were countries in Europe and other places that were being conquered and liberated, whether they wished it or not. The French Revolution was not only a crucial event considered in the context of Western history, but was also, perhaps the single most crucial influence on British intellectual, philosophical, and political life in the nineteenth century. In its early stages it portrayed itself as a triumph of the forces of reason over those of superstition and privilege.  (Rebecca [Renée] Ludwig, 2010). 

Belloc, Hilaire. Robespierre: A Study. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1927.  387 pp.

Robespierre: A Study focuses on the life of one of the most influential, yet violent and radical, contributors to the French Revolution. The book informs us of his general personality, a detailed description of his childhood, his commencement and continued involvement with the Jacobin club and the National Assembly. It covers in great detail his rise to power in the Committee of Public safety, and the Reign of Terror. Slowly, and painfully, through the book, we begin to see his turn to violence and overly-radical movements and ideas that he truly believed to be productive. In the end, we see his fall from his own creation.   (Ryan Eads, 2012).
Bosher, J. F. The French Revolution. New York: W.W. Norton, 1988.  353 pages.


In his well-researched work, The French Revolution, J.F. Bosher assumed the daunting task of detailing the complications of the French Revolution, its causes and effects. Rather than following the popular view of the Revolution as an uprising of one oppressed class, Bosher presents the middle and lower classes as a complex jumble of farmers, clergy, and artisans overlapping in status and wealth. The reader encounters the chaos caused by the radical Jacobins, the more moderate Feuillants, and the National Assembly, all of which contributed to the fall of the monarchy. In this impressive account, Bosher provides readers with an objective understanding of the most significant turning point in France’s history. (Paige [Cécile] Gorman, 2011)

Burge, James.  Heloise & Abelard: A New Biography, San Francisco: Harper, 2003.  


Strewn flowers still grace the grave of Abelard and Heloise--lovers rivaled in fame only by Romeo and Juliet, but surpassing them for having been real.  We had only known of this 12th century love affair through eight letters discovered soon after their death.  Then in the late 20th 

Century, additional letters between the lovers were uncovered.  The story is well known: an affair between a famous philosopher and his student (the niece of a nobleman), its discovery, the forced marriage and birth of a son, Abelard's castration by Heloise's vengeful uncle, and their eventual separation to religious orders.  In the new letters, we learn of the erotic passion of the two, Heloise's keen intellect, and outward resignation to life as an abbess, but her inner devotion to her love and lord Abelard.  The intellectual and erotic maelstrom swirling about these two lovers gives the lie to this being the Dark Ages.  (RES) 

Burge, James. Heloise & Abelard: a New Biography. Harper: SanFrancisco, 2003. Print.  278.


James Burge uses the letters and historical evidence of a medieval couple to illustrate the pressure that existed on those who were religious, as well as intellectual.  The biography is a classic tale of teacher and student falling in love.  As a canon, it would be suicide for Abelard to be married, but when Heloise is found to be pregnant, the risk is taken.  In attempting to protect Heloise from her uncle, Abelard is attacked and must endure intense humiliation.  The two take vows of religious life, but continue to communicate through letters (which have been extensively studied as importance instances of French history).  Even after their death, the two lovers are seen as an inspiration to many.  The account of their romance and lives after details greatly the circumstances in which they lived and the cultural routines of their time.  (Maggie [Michelle] Carmichael, 2012)         

 Burleigh, Michael.  Earthly Powers.  London: HarperCollins, 2005. 529 pages     

           In this well written book the author Michael Burleigh wonderfully depicts how France struggled with their political and religious balance, during the times of the French Revolution and the Great War.  He covers the French enlightenment with the amazing thinkers such as Maistre, Bonald, and Lamennais.  He not only covers the influence on Religious and political structure he also covers the influence that literature and art work has on the political and philosophical systems.  (Zack [Léon] Stevens, 2010).

Butt, John J. Daily Line in the Age of Charlemagne. West Port, CT.: Greenwood Press. 2002. pp. 195

     John J. Butt dives into 8th Century Gaul and tells us about the history and rule of Charlemagne in Daily Life in the Age of Charlemagne.  From the very start of the book the reader is told about the other empires around the world at the time and how they had an effect on Charlemagne and his empire.  Major events of Charlemagne’s reign were his becoming Emperor of Rome and joining the European Barbarian Tribes with the Roman Empire.  Butt describes the life of Charlemagne with such amazing descriptions and imagery that you can almost feel like you’re there. I recommend this book for those who enjoy learning about history and think that they will enjoy this as well. (Jack Kenney, 2013)
Conner, Susan P. The Age of Napoleon. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2004. 200 pages 

Susan P. Conner brings an exceptional amount of insight towards the Napoleonic era in  The Age of Napoleon.  Readers will be sure to have a complete understanding of every step that this conqueror took in order to receive the honor of being crowned the emperor of France in 1804.  Readers will also be informed of how Napoleon forever changed the history of France by advancing their tax system and solving Revolutionary land disputes.  Although at times the data is overwhelming, a true knowledge is granted to all of those who will read this book.  (Amelia Miller 2011)

Darnton, Robert. The Great Cat Massacre and Other Events in French Cultural History. New York City: Basic Books, 1984. 289.


Robert Darnton investigates the ways of thinking in sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth-century France The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History.  Telling history through the people’s point of view instead of the perspective of the ruler allows the reader to reach a greater understanding of what it might have been like to have lived in a time when folklore often featured children being killed by their parents, cats were viciously mutilated for humor, and only men were permitted to be police officers.  Through theses tales told by Darnton, one is captivated by the lesser-known versions of French history and a way of life that stretches the bounds of how we perceive the more impoverished facet of society.  (Charing [Sophie] Fernandez, 2012].

 DeJean, Joan.  The Essence of Style.  New York: Free Press, 2005. 

 
Why are diamonds an instant symbol of wealth and power?  Why are people ailing to pay a fortune for a particular designer accessory?  We learn that one of the foremost authorities on seventeenth century French culture shows us the answer to these and other interesting questions.  Under Louis XIV and Marie Antoinette the French are set with the standards of sophistication, style, and glamour.  You will learn a lot in this highly recommended book.  (Vreni [Sophie] Fernandez, 2009)

DeJean, Joan. The Essence of Style. New York: Free Press, 2005. Pages: 303.


In this detailed account of French lifestyle, Joan DeJean beautifully recounts France’s revolution in fashion and culture under the reign of Louis XIV.  This king was the dominant contributor to the elegance and glamour that redefined French fashion and cuisine.  In her book, Joan DeJean explores the depths of change that occurred in France from the mid 1600s to early 1700s.  She outlines the major aspects that revolutionized French society as well as the minor details that made all the difference.  This remarkably accurate account, explains France’s contribution to the rest of the modern world in its sense of high fashion, fine food, and sophistication.  (Amy [Simone] Brandt, 2010)  

DeLorme, Eleanor P.  Josephine:  Napoleon’s Incomparable Empress.  New York: Abrams Books, 2002.  248 p.
 

            Eleanor DeLorme’s research of the life of Josephine Tascher de la Pagerie has produced an intriguing biography, detailing the fascinating qualities of its subject and allowing the reader to see what Josephine contributed to her husband Napoleon Bonaparte’s success and the turbulent time in which she lived.  The biography includes portraits of Josephine, her family and other important people of the time as well as drawings and paintings of events of her life.  Most interestingly, DeLorme uses personal family correspondence and Josephine’s children’s memoirs to bring flesh and blood and passion to her story.  (Andrew Meinking, 2012)

Dickens, Charles. A Tale of Two Cities. New York: Buccaneer Books, 1982.

A Tale of Two Cities is a work of historical fiction by Charles Dickens.   This story demonstrates how the revolution affected people from all levels of society on a personal level.  Dickens characters personify different extreme elements of the revolution.  Through his characterizations one can draw the conclusion that while Dickens was a supporter of change and reform, he disapproved of the mob mentality and bloodlust that drove the revolutionaries to extremes.  (Rachel [Sophie] Kallenberger, 2010)
 

Egendorf, Laura K., ed. The Opposing Viewpoints in World History, The French Revolution. Greenhaven, 2004. Print. 211 pgs
            

Many writers including Edmund Burke, Thomas Paine, Louis de Flue and many others have strong opinions about the French Revolution and many unanswered questions about that period in history.  The French Revolution touches on those points and tries to give a better understanding about the war from the opinion of someone that was not there.  The opinion and opposing opinion help readers exercise their minds while highlighting important issues throughout history.  This is a critical thinking resource.  It’s a different way of examining complex historical topics.  Although the topics are complex, they are still debatable to common people today. [Rose Monachino, 2013]

Farr, Evelyn.  Marie Antoinette & Count Fersen: The Untold Love Story.  London: Peter Owen Publishers, 1995.

This historical book centers on the life of Marie Antoinette after she marries Louis XVI.  It discusses how mismatched they were for marriage and then shows how Count Fersen became acquainted and fell in love with Marie Antoinette.  Evelyn Farr takes what history has written about Marie Antoinette and makes connections that are most logical to show Marie Antoinette’s stance of her history.  Anyone who has heard about Marie Antoinette but haven’t understood her should read this book to fill in their gaps of missing knowledge.  (Danielle [Geneviève] Janning, 2008)

Fraser, Antonia.  Love and Louis XIV.  New York:  AnchorBooks.  2006.  331.
Fraser's deep research covered every aspect of the life of Louis XIV, exploring his customs, sexual and emotional relations, and his glittering world of Versailles in Love and Louis XIV. Fraser does this through the lives of the women who Louis XIV was involved with, such as his mother, Marie-Therese, Louise de La Valliere, Athenais, and Francoise de Maintenon.  This book helps you understand a part of the Sun King’s life that not only affected his life, but the entire country of France itself.  (Andrew [Claude] Meinking, 2012)
Fraser, Antonia. Marie Antoinette: The Journey. New York: Anchor Books, 2001.

This biography delves deep into the life of the infamous French queen, Marie Antoinette.  From her birth as the fifteenth child of the Austrian royal family to her walk to the guillotine, intimate descriptions of Marie Antoinette’s life are depicted behind the backdrop of Versailles.  Various rumors of the queen’s life are cleared and new information is introduced which turns Marie Antoinette’s once tumultuous reputation into that of a simple and kind young woman.  This book is recommended especially for those interested in the life of Marie Antoinette and “behind the scenes” sort of information during the French Revolution. (Camille [Véronique] Goblet, 2010)

Friaoli A., Deborah. Joan of Arc and the Hundred Years War. Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2005. 944. 


Frialoi takes us on a journey through the Hundred Years War by listing all the people who ruled France and England and what year they ruled. She also gives a small biography on the life of Joan of Arc. We are introduced to very important and famous rulers such as Henry III and some of the Louis'. Also we learn why Joan of Arc is so important in French history. She is also mentioned in American history because she is that important. if you are looking for a very descriptive and detailed understanding of the Hundred Years War and a brief description of Joan of Arc's life than this is a good book for that. I would highly recommend it. (Christopher R.  [Nicolas] Isme, 2009)    

Hamilton, Lisa. Athénaïs. London: Little, Brown and Company, 2002. 312. 
            Lisa Hamilton illustrates the immense role of Athénaïs as maîtresse-en-titre to King Louis XIV in her compelling novel Athénaïs. In an attempt to gain power, Hamilton demonstrates Athénaïs’s influential manner over the royal court during the 17th Century in France. From mistress, to her scandalous involvement in the Affair of the Poisons, Athénaïs brings about her inevitable downfall that costs her recognition in the French Empire. Hamilton’s style of French writing conveys Athénaïs in her glory and pain, as she fought with intelligence and skill to sustain status at Versailles. In maintaining the confidence of a knowledgeable historian, Hamilton’s portrayal of Athénaïs as an intriguing figure appeals to readers whose interest lies in the immoral acts committed in French history. (Lexie [Anne] Oak, 2012)

Harlan, Elizabeth.  George Sand.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004.  

This biography of the life of the 19th-Century French author, George Sand, has a particular interest in her relationships with the other women in her life: her mother, her grandmother, and her daughter.  Consequently, there is substantial discussion about Sand’s opinion of feminism; namely, that Sand believed that women were essentially different than men and that the call for equal rights for women was misguided because of this difference.  There is some discussion of her major novels, articles, and plays, but this is not a literary history of George Sand. For those with an interest in the fiction of one of the most important women authors in literary history and in the feminism of 19th-Century France, this would be a highly recommendable book.  (RES)

Haslip, Joan. Marie Antoinette. New York: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1987.

This biography of the famous French Queen, displays her life in an objective manner. Haslip focuses on the little-known early life of Marie Antoinette to explain her inexperience during her reign.  As one of the most famous victims of the French Revolution, her biography was very interesting. I would recommend it to anyone interested in a biography of an influential character or to anyone wanting to read about the French Revolution. (Katie [Anne] Walter, 2009)

Hibbert, Christopher. The Days of the French Revolution. New York: Harper Perennial, 1999.


The Days of the French Revolution gives an original and fresh account on the history of the French Revolution.  Hibbert has literally broken the book down into days; from the Tennis-Court Oath to the rise of Napoleon.  Hibbert gives a detailed account of the sufferings the Parisians had to endure and the chaotic times that followed.  Since communications were almost non-existent, the people of Paris learned to make a republic the hard way.  The Revolution has opened a road so new and horrifying that within a few years, rebel against it practically became a crime punishable by death on the guillotine. (Alexsandra [Dominique] Yates, 2010)

Hibbert, Christopher. The Days of the French Revolution. New York: HarperCollins, 1981. 304.

Christopher Hibbert delves into 18th Century France and discloses the events and people that contributed to the revolution that forever changed the country in The Days of the French Revolution. From an unbiased perspective, the reader is introduced to characters such as King Louis XVI and Napoleon Bonaparte. Events that marked the commencement and conclusion of the revolution, the Tennis Court Oath and the execution of Robespierre, are told through vivid descriptions and extraordinary illustrations.  For those who are searching for a basic understanding of the French Revolution, this book embellishes France’s astounding history in an extremely approachable and comprehensive manner. (Mallory [Estelle] O’Malley, 2010)

Hibbert, Christopher. The Days of the French Revolution. New York: HarperCollins, 1981. 304.
In this book Christopher Hibbert picks out some of the most important dates of the French Revolution and goes into excellent detail on each event. He introduces the most influential people during the revolution such King Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, the young lawyer Danton, the journalist Marat, and the Girondin, the sans-culotte and extremist Enragé political factions. Events such as the September massacres, the execution of Louis XVI, the Tennis Court Oath and the flight to Varennes and many others are described thoroughly and vividly. This book provides the reader with a solid understanding of the French Revolution because of the style of the writer and vivid detail. (Lauren Schnoebelen 2013)
Hilton, Lisa. The Life of Louis XIV’s Mistress, Athénaïs, the Real Queen of France. London: Little, Brown and Company, 2002.

This biography delves into the life of Athénaïs and her relationship to Louis XIV King of France.  It documents the life of an incredible woman, who bore Louis XIV seven children.  Hilton highlights the beauty of Versailles and the romantic connection between Athénaïs and her lover Louis.  Athénaïs was eventually accused of witchcraft and attempting to attain poisons for unsavory purposes. This biography emphasizes not only her wit and beauty but the toll that years of mistress-hood took on her psyche, and her turn toward good works and repentance in her later years.  The Life of Louis XIV’s Mistress, Athénaïs, the Real Queen of France is a wonderfully detailed account of the life of Athénaïs and reads more like a novel than a biography. (Alexsandra [Dominique] Yates, 2010)
Hobbins, Daniel. The Trial of Joan of Arc. Cambridge. Harvard University Press. 2005 


The Trial of Joan of Arc, translated by Daniel Hobbins, is an interesting historical account of Joan's trial process. This process includes four main parts: the Preparatory Trial, where Joan is questioned on basic matters and then about the voices she hears, conduct of battle, the wearing of men's clothing and other issues. The Ordinary trial where Joan is questioned based on 70 charges brought against her. She is also formally accused of heresy in these charges. Eventually she submits to the Church and receives the punishment of life in prison. After she realizes her mistake she begins once again to wear men's clothing while in prison, which leads to a Trial for Relapse, where Joan is declared a released heretic and she receives the punishment of execution. In the final part, The Aftermath, a final assessment of Joan's death is given.  (Lindsay [Nicole] Stucki (2010)]
Horne, Alistair. Seven Ages of Paris. New York: Vintage, 2004. 458 pp. 
From Caesar, to Philippe Auguste, Henri IV, to Louis XIV the "Sun King," and Napoleon, to The Commune, and finally to the Treaty of Versailles, World War II and Charles de Gaulle, Seven Ages of Paris is a history of remarkable detail of the humble Roman settlement that began as Lutetia, and then became known by that unmistakable name, Paris. Alistair Horne gives a loving representation of Paris as the undisputed most complex ville in the world and the definite center of all things of all things français. No matter how much various figures through history try, Paris proves, for better or for worse, that it is a city that will choose its own path, merci beaucoup. Seven Ages of Paris shows that no matter the hardship, Paris will always rise ever the more beautiful, intriguing, and unique. 
(Billy Drake, 2012)

Isenberg, Irwin. France under De Gaulle,. New York: H.W. Wilson, 1967. pp.190
 

Charles de Gaulle was a great leader indeed.  He helped lead his people into a more perfect form of France.  He left office in 1946, and returned in 1958 because of a civil war on the verge of breaking loose.  He quickly took up the task at hand, and united the people of France into one country again.  He brought France up from a crawling little baby into a running grown man.  De Gaulle used his political power to put France back into the world economy.  He got them back in as one of the most prominent countries in the world at the time. (Lukas [Bruno] Lanter, 2013)
Kagan, Robert.  Of Paradise and Power: America and Europe in the New World Order.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2003.


As insults of "freedom fries" and "cowboy diplomacy" trade across the Atlantic, Robert Kagan's timely essay explains how America and Europe have arrived at this divide.  Divergent worldviews born of unique historical experiences are driving these former allies apart.  America sees the world as a Hobbesian jungle, where power assures national and global security.  Europe has entered a Kantian "state of universal peace," where conflict is managed through mutually binding supranational governance.  This essay traces the history of this development from 

America's birth, when the roles of weak and powerful were reversed, through the Cold War, when America's might and Europe's recently learned aversion to power made peace possible, to the fall of the USSR and the consequent collapse of the West as a geopolitical entity.   Kagan concludes by urging each to incorporate some of the other's worldview so that they may continue to promote the ascendant Western values that still unite them.  (RES) 

Lane, Jason. General and Madame de Lafayette partners in liberty's cause in the American and French Revolutions. Lanham: Taylor Trade, Distributed by National Book Network, 2003.

General and Madame de Lafayette:  Partners in the American and French Revolutions was written by Jason Lane, and it outlines not only the effects that General Lafayette had on America and France throughout the revolutions, but also the revolutionary love shared between the General and his wife.  (Rebecca [Jacqueline] Koll, 2010)

Lazare, Lucien.  Rescue as Resistance: How Jewish Organizations Fought the Holocaust in France.  New York: Columbia UP, 1996.  400 pp.

The image of the French Resistance fighter during the Second World War usually evokes the black clad saboteur, spy, and assassin harrying the occupying German army and its French collaborators in the villages of France.  Although there were Jewish partisans who took up armed struggle, Jewish resistance, facing the grim reality of annihilation, focused instead upon rescue.  Resistance became rescue through the placement of Jewish children, separated from their parents, in Christian homes, the forging of identity papers, the smuggling of Jews to Switzerland, Italy, and Spain, and the provisions of the necessities of life to Jews confined in French camps or to those denied the ability to work.  Due to these courageous efforts, three out of four of the Jews present in France in 1940 survived the war, and ten thousand children were saved from deportation and certain death.  From the Holocaust gave rise to a renaissance of a Jewish identity in France that had long lay dormant.  The Holocaust and the complicity of the Vichy government taught French Jews that being French alone was an insufficient protection against acts of hate perpetrated on French citizens, who were also Jewish. (RES)

Levi, Anthony.  Louis XIV.  New York: Carroll & Graff, 2004.  391 pages.


Anthony Levi’s in-depth account of Louis XIV’s life based on historical facts starting with his gaining power all the way to the French Revolution is a page turner of epic proportion you not be able to put it down.  This non-action packed book is a thriller for any history nerd.  Anthony Levi creates a magical world of the life and times of Louis XIV which paints the legend of how the “Boy King” later becomes the “Sun King” and skips nothing along the way this book is a must read for anyone who loves Frances history and the causes leading up to the French revolution.  (Zack [Léon] Stevens)

Macdonald, Roger. The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History and the Four Musketeers. New York: Basic Books, 2005.

The thorough history of Charles d’Artagnan, the real Athos, Porthos, and Aramis, as well as the true identity of the most famous prisoner of all time, The Man in the Iron Mask, are well-written and drive the reader on with the desire of answering three basic questions:  Who was he?  Why was he forced to wear a metal mask?  Why was he not simply disposed of?  Roger MacDonald successfully combines the ‘fiction’ of Alexandre Dumas’ novel with the genuine events of history.  MacDonald takes you on a journey to 1640 France and leads you to the trail to discover the Man in the Iron Mask. (Rebecca [Jacqueline] Koll, 2010) 

Macdonald, Roger. The Man in the Iron Mask: the True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History and the Four Musketeers. New York: Carroll & Graf, 2005.

 

Roger Macdonald fully embraces the task of untangling the mystery and myth from the historical facts that shroud one of the most famous prisoners of all time, The Man in the Iron Mask. This well-researched account the events leading up to the imprisonment of the previously unidentified Iron Mask also includes the truth of the Four Musketeers. Transporting the reader back to the court of the Sun King, Louis XIV, this book also describes the intrigue, excitement, and betrayal that lurked in the shadows of the lives of French nobility. Macdonald presents the historical figures enhanced in the work of Alexander Dumas as they truly lived-with strengths, weaknesses, triumphs, and trials. (Paige [Cécile] Gorman, 2011)

McPhee, Peter.  The French Revolution 1789-1799.  Oxford University Press, 2002.  270 pages. 

Peter McPhee's The French Revolution 1789-1799 is a detailed account of the French Revolution.  In the beginning of the book he talks about the events of not only France but international events, in which France were involved in, that led up to the Revolution.  The book goes into great detail and gives a clear understanding of what happened.  I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to know what happened during the French Revolution.  (Tyler [Raoul] Nelson, 2010).

Moore, Lucy. Liberty: The Lives and Times of Six Women in Revolutionary France. New York: HarperCollins, 2007.


The battle for liberty is ever present, ever changing and ever so important to the success of every race and minority.  This concept is beautifully illustrated by the women of revolutionary France who fought for their civil rights of equality during France’s Revolutionary War.  “Throughout the French Revolution, women, inspired by a longing for liberty and equality, played a vital role in stroking the fervor and idealism of those years” (Moore 1).  Passionate and deeply moving, Liberty, by Lucy Moore, details the lives of six women and their relationship to the revolutionary war in France as they strive for equal rights amidst French society.  (Rosemary [Isabelle] Loehr, 2010)  

Moorehead, Caroline.  Dancing to the Precipice: The Life of Lucie de la Tour du Pin, Eyewitness to an Era.  New York: Harper, Collins, 2009.  480 pages.


Born in 1770 into an aristocratic family and deceased in 1853 in poverty, Lucie de la Tour du Pin lived through the final days of the ancient regime, the Revolution of 1789, the Terror, Napoleon Bonaparte, the Restoration, and the first days of the Second Republic.  An unusually happy marriage of fifty years to her husband Frédéric, an aristocrat and diplomat, helped soften the blows of two exiles: to the Albany, New York and England, and of the deaths of five of their six children.  Mme de la Tour du Pin was a keen observer of French society, who was known personally by the great figures of the period: Marie Antoinette, Talleyrand, Napoleon Bonaparte and the Empress Josephine, Mme de Staël, Chateaubriand, and Louis XVIII.  Despite the tumult of event in her life, Mme de la Tour du Pin remained devoted to her family and friends and always admiring of the true values of honest, loyalty, and the bon ton of a vanished world.  (RES)

Morrissey, Robert and Catherine Tihanyi.  Charlemagne and France: A Thousand Years of Mythology.  University of Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2003.

Charlemagne and France is a book of great importance for those who seek literary or historical reference to Charlemagne and French history.  The novel [book] peeks into his life from the day of his birth to his death.  It provides the reader with ample information of his great accomplishments, goals, and illustrates what he paved the way for future generations.  Charlemagne and France exhibits the people Charlemagne conquered and the realm of which he ruled along with the ever-lasting impact Charlemagne had on modern day France.  (Alex [Paul] Retzer, 2010) 
Nagel, Susan. Marie-Therese, Child of Terror: The Fate of Marie Antoinette's Daughter. New York: Bloomsbury USA, 2008. Print.  365.  

Marie Antoinette is most commonly seen as the witch that caused the downfall of France.  She was completely hated by the French people.  Her daughter, on the other hand, was the pride and joy of the nation.  Marie-Therese-Charlotte lived through the Reign of Terror as a member of the royal family and the ancient Bourbon line.  Despite the crimes committed against her during the Terror, Madame Royale always loved France and its people.  She was an inspiration and symbol of strength to the people of France during the hardships of a change in government.  Her courage and faith that the people of France loved her allowed her to survive through the hardships of being, essentially homeless and the rumors surrounding her time in the Temple Prison.  Though Marie-Therese-Charlotte and her husband, the Duc d’Angouleme, never had any children, they adopted their niece and nephew as their own.  She raised the children to be the future royals of France.  Marie-Therese example of forgiveness and her courage to live in exile set a remarkable example for the people of France.  (Maggie Carmichael, 2012).    

Pinkard, Susan. The Rise of French Cuisine Cooking, Eating, and Drinking Transformed, 1650-1800. New York: Cambridge UP, 2004. 291.
A Revolution in Taste: the Rise of French Cuisine, by Susan Pinkard, takes you through the history of cuisine to full legends.  She writes about the rise of modern French habits of cooking, eating and drinking. It all started with the Italians who taught the French to cook. Around 1600, food served on the tables had reflected the traditions of the pan-European medieval kitchen which merged influences from Roman, Arab and Germanic sources. By 1700, the ancient way of doing things disappeared and they moved to a more Parisian bourgeoisie way of cooking.  For all those who are interested in culinary or just have an interest in cooking or food will love to read this book. After reading this book you will have a deeper understanding of French history along with the rise of French Cuisine. (Elizabeth [Isabelle] Feehrer, 2011)

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques.   Rousseau: The Discourses and other early political writings. Trans. and ed., Victor Gourevitch.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP.  2008.  438 Pages.



Rousseau: The Discourses and other early political writings is the first of a two volume set of the complete works of Jean Jacques Rousseau, the Enlightenment Philosophe.  It is difficult to plough through any philosopher, but with ample annotations, references, and explanations, Gourevitch made reading Rousseau all the easier.  For anyone who wishes to learn more about the political backdrop that predates the French Revolution, Rousseau would be the man to read.  Politically smart, intelligent, and at times humorously witty at pointing out his opponents lapses in reason errors in logic,  Rousseau is certainly no walk in the park, but his writings  represent an integral piece of French history that is pivotal to both understanding modern day problems, and the history of France.  (Wesley [Pierre] McKellar, 2011).

Sampietro, Luciano. Nostradamus: the Final Prophecies. London: Souvenir, 2002.  

This biography and interpretation of prophecies by Michel de Nostradamus has greatly informed me on how he connected the past with the present. Luciano Sampietro has broken down each prophecy line by line and then interpreted what he believes by reading Nostradamus' prophecies. For those who like to read about great figures and interpreting prophecies that are still to be found if they are true, this would be a highly recommendable book. (Josh [Victor] Baker 2009)

Scurr, Ruth. Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution. New York: Henry and Holt Company. 2006. 408.
            

Ruth Scurr tells the story of Robespierre and the French Revolution without missing a single detail.  She breaks down the story of the Revolution with vivid description, and actual quotes of Revolutionary leaders.  She also accurately describes the life and works of Robespierre through his sister’s accounts, and other reliable sources.  Scurr makes a point to draw out his personality to show the dark side of the Revolution, but also to show the strong, intelligent, good intentioned man Robespierre was.  Anyone looking to learn about Robespierre and the French Revolution, will fall in love with the detail, and Scurr’s apparent zeal on the subject. (Jordan Wight, 2012).

Shennan, J. H. The Bourbons: the History of a Dynasty. London: Hambledon Continuum, 2007. 211 pp.

J.H Shennan gives a detailed description of the lives of the Bourbon Kings in French history.  Shennan’s captures the lives of Henry IV, Louis XV, and Louis Capet especially well.  She explains what hardships they accomplished and surpassed as well as including their personal hardships they had to overcome.  Shennan’s shows how France started and how France has changed with the Bourbon Kings in power.  You find out how different all the Kings are and how they changed the government when they were in power.  I would recommend reading this book to gain knowledge about French history. (Quinn Morris, 2013)

Somerset, Anne. The Affair of the Poisons.  New York; Orion, 2004. 339 pp.

The affair of the poisons was a huge problem in France during the reign of King Louis XIV.  This was a time where high ranks of nobility were using black magic, poisons, telling fortunes, and talking to spirits ending with many brutal executions.  "The 1676 torture and execution of the Marquise de Brinvilliers marked the start of the scandal that rocked to foundations of French society and sent back shock waves through all of Europe" (The Affair of the Poisons124).  Her and her adulterous lover poisoned members of her family to secure her family fortune.  She was the first of the noble class to fall.  Then shortly after, King Louis XVI was at risk of poison.  He became greatly involved in finding the people responsible for the poisonings. The Royal court soon was in terror.  The Affair of the Poisons is a gripping account of a strange period in French History.  (Hilary [Madeleine] Torres, 2010)

Spoto, Donald. Joan: The Mysterious Life of the Heretic Who Became a Saint. New York: Harper, 2007.

Joan by Donald Spoto reviews the life of Joan of Arc and her transformation from ordinary girl to extraordinary woman. After receiving messages from God which summoned her to aid her king and country, Joan, after much persistence, was granted permission to join the army and, after such, she secured a French victory.  However, the King, aided by his own personal jealousy, separated himself from Joan and thus, Joan lost the favor of France.  Not long after, Joan was charged with heresy because of her visions and was burned at the stake as a result.  By detailing her history and religious affiliations, Spoto revealed the motivations and strength behind her courageous actions to save France amidst the Hundred Years War. (Rosemary [Isabelle] Loehr, 2010)

Steel, Mark. Vive La Revolution: A Stand-up History of the French Revolution. Chicago, IL: Haymarket, 2006. 293.
            Mark Steel delivers a hilarious account of the French Revolution in Vive la Revolution.  His smart and approachable writing style allows a more enjoyable time as one is guided through the events leading up to the Revolution of 1789 and the happenings that follow.  This book is filled with funny side notes, sarcastic remarks, and many comical images that leave you wanting more.  Steel breaks down the events that seem complicated and makes it easy to digest.  I would definitely recommend this book, or even the author, to an average Joe interested in laugh and an extra dose of understanding towards the Revolution. (Charing Fernandez, 2012)

Sypeck, Jeff. Becoming Charlemagne: Europe, Baghdad, and the Empires of A. D. 800. New 
York: HarperCollins, 2006.

Becoming Charlemagne Europe, Baghdad, and the Empires of A.D. 800 was a book full of history.  It showed how the legend of Charlemagne really began.  It showed the struggles faced, and how this one man stood and affected all of Europe today.  Known as a Frankish King and Holy Roman Emperor, he united religion with his kingdom.  His idea and actions have formed the society we live in today and our relationship with Europe.  The imagination of Jeff Sypeck takes us there, though Charlemagne’s journey of life. This novel really opens your eyes to the story of how Europe began and changed with the help of Charlemagne.  (Leah [Gabrielle] Girard, 2010)
Stuart, Andrea.  The Rose of Martinique: A Life of Napoleon's Josephine.  Grove Press: New York, 2003. 

This novel provides an accurate portrayal of Josephine's life, from her rich childhood on the beautiful island of Martinique to the decadent streets of Paris in post-revolutionary France.  The author focuses on representing Josephine as a strong woman whose beliefs and ideals enable her to survive in times of great hardship and financial instability.  While the bulk of the book centers on the story of Josephine, these are also excellent references to the character of Napoleon Bonaparte.  The author's purpose, to chronicle Josephine's development into an independent woman and eventual empress, are expressed through breathtaking imagery and effective literary techniques.  I highly recommend this book for those who are interested in French history, especially concerning strong female figures that rose to prominence.  (Seella [Lise] Nimmo, 2009)

Tipton, James. Annette Vallon, New York: Harper Collins, 2007.

Annette Vallon is a story full of passion and tragedy. It tells the story of a girl who is consumed with the books of Rousseau. It is from his books that Annette gets her ideas about love and how it should be. This book takes place during the exciting but ever tragic time of the French Revolution. Unexpectedly, Annette falls in love during a time when war breaks out in her country. It is because of William Wordsworth that Annette is tested in ways that she could never have imagines.  This book is strongly recommended for those who enjoy a classic love story with a twist of tragedy. (A basic understanding of French words is encouraged.) (Desiree Fields, 2008)
De Tocqueville, Alexis. The Ancien Régime and the Revolution. Trans. Gerald Bevan. England: Clays Ltd, 1856. Pages: 294.


This account of a brief yet significant part of French history was written between 1852 and 1856 to shed light on the French Revolution of 1789.  Alexis de Tocqueville gathered the facts and information of the Revolution over countless years of research.  He presents in this book a new and enlightening outlook on how the Revolution had been accumulating through the 18th century, and why it took place.  “The book I now offer to the public is in no way a history of the Revolution, which has been tackled too brilliantly for me to dream of redoing it in my turn; this is a study of that Revolution.” His views are generally contrary to what previous historians have written about the Revolution, but the truth of his facts cannot be ignored.  In his study, Tocqueville explores the liberty, social order, and government of the ancien régime and uncovers new meaning in their roles that haven’t been expressed before.  (Amy [Simone] Brandt, 2010).

Tuchman, Barbara W. A Distant Mirror:  The Calamitous 14th Century. New York:  Alfred A. Knopf Incorporated, 1978. 720 Pages

A Distant Mirror, authored by Barbara W. Tuchman, is any historian’s dream when it comes to the analysis of the “most lethal disaster of recorded history—that is to say, of the Black Death”. Tuchman provides a narrative history of European affairs as the French Nobleman, Enguerrand de Coucy VII guides one through the adversities of the 14th century. The infamous papal schism of the Roman Catholic Church, the devastating Hundred Years War, and the atrocious Black Death are all events which are widely recognized throughout this exquisite novel. The recommendation for this novel is disclosed within the words of Michelet, “No epoch was more naturally made.” (Meredith [Estelle] O’Malley, 2010)

Tuchman, Barbara.  A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century.  New York:  Alfred A. Knopf Incorporated, 1978. 720 Pages

A Distant Mirror:  The Calamitous 14th Century describes the main struggles of Europe during the 14th Century.  These struggles include the Black Death, the Hundred Years’ War, the Great Schism, a series of papal wars in Italy, and the Renaissance.  It describes in thorough detail the long and short term effects of the Black Death.  It also thoroughly describes the Great Schism and the rival between and the Avignon and Roman Papacies.  A Distant Mirror describes the cause of the Hundred Years’ War between the two Dynastic families of France and England for France’s Throne.  This also led to the connection of the Kings of England to Enguerrand de Coucy.  “Aubry’s successor, Enguerrand I, was a man of many scandals, obsessed by a lust for women…” (Tuchman 7) (Tyler [Raoul] Nelson, 2010)

Weber, Caroline. Queen of Fashion: What Marie Antoinette Wore to the Revolution. New York: H. Holt, 2006. 412 pp.



In the Queen of Fashion: What Marie Antoinette Wore to the Revolution, Caroline Weber writes more than just the bibliography of Marie Antoinette, she writes about the role that fashion played with her life and how it influenced a change in fashion within the 18th century.  In the beginning of the book Weber tells the story about the Christian Dior line in 2000. It was called the “Masquerade and Bondage” collection, where John Galliano’s Marie Antoinette dress shows the architecture of the eighteenth-century court costume with décolletage, a rigidly corseted waits, a ladder of échelle of flirty bows on the bodice, and a froth of flounced skirts inflated by petticoats and hoops.  At this time, this completely went against the Slavic law to dress like this, but once Marie married King Louis XVI in 1174 found an avenue to influence this type of fashion. For those who have an interest in fashion this book will helps you understand how Marie started a fashion idea that is still used today. (Elizabeth [Isabelle] Feehrer, 2010)

Weber, Caroline. Queen of Fashion: What Marie Antoinette wore to the Revolution. New York: Henry Holt and Company. 2006. pp. 292.

Queen of Fashion: what Marie Antoinette Wore to the Revolution was a biography about Marie Antoinette, but it focused more on the impact of her wardrobe.  Because she didn’t live a life like a normal queen she was hated.  Marie Antoinette spends lots of money making herself look good, even when people in France were starving. Then the famous line supposedly said by her “let them eat cake” caused many problems. But Caroline Weber had a different view on how those words might have come up.  “It is not implausible that the lasting association between her callousness and baked edibles in fact originated with her habit of parading her powered, wedding-cake hairstyles before a bread-starved nation” (Weber 114).  She was the one blamed for the terrible financial state of France.  Her and her husband were eventually imprisoned and killed by the guillotine.  (Hilary [Madeleine] Tores, 2010). 

White, Edmund.  The Flaneur: A Stroll Through the Paradoxes of Paris, New York: Bloomsbury, 2001. 


The flaneur is an "aimless stroller who loses himself in the crowd, who has no destination and goes wherever caprice or curiosity directs his or her steps."  For the American writer Edmund White, Paris is the great city of the flaneur, and in this short book, he conveys the feeling of ambling through Paris, collecting impressions from its places and their histories.  An obscure museum in the Jewish ghetto houses a world-class collection of 18th century furniture and recalls the Jewish experience in France.  Montmartre conjures Bricktop's, a 1920's hangout of expatriate African-Americans.  The Basilique de Saint Denis, final resting place of much of the French royalty, prompts the tale of the Count of Paris, recently deceased in 1999 and the last hope of the remaining French monarchists.  The reader accompanies White on a leisurely walking tour of a Paris whose history and character he thoroughly knows.   (RES)

Wilson- Smith, Timothy. Joan of Arc: Maid, Myth, and History. United Kingdom: Sutton Publishing Limited, 2006. 254 pp.

 


In this insightful account of Joan of Arc, Wilson uses every aspect of his perspective of Joan known to him to create a new look into the world of the great warrior of God.  Reading this book gives readers a new way of looking at the life of Joan who made a significant impact on France's history.  These events of Joan's warrior life lead up to her trials of being accused of witchcraft and being a heretic which in turn led to her persecution. This book marks a new beginning in history for the French.  With drawn out descriptions of the events that went on while Joan was alive, the reader will get a picture in their minds of what actually happened in the Hundred Years War. (Pearson [Patricia] Pearson, 2011)

Winegarten, Renee.  Germaine de Staël & Benjamin Constant: A Dual Biography.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008.  299 pp. 

The relationship between Germaine de Staël and Benjamin Constant, beginning during the Terror of 1794 and ending with Germaine’s death during the Second Restoration marks one of the more intellectually productive and tumultuous love affairs in the history of the modern world.  Both were brilliant thinkers, committed to the causes of liberty, equality, and individual rights.  These common intellectual interests first brought them together at Germaine’s salon, where the great thinkers met to debate the ideas of the Enlightenment.  This Platonic affair soon grew into a passionate love affair, whose affection and commitment lasted long after the affair had ended.  Despite Napoleon I’s persecution of Germaine for too vocal criticism of his autocracy, which resulted in lengthy exiles from her beloved Paris, Germaine was a leading intellectual light for this period, even more remarkable, as she was a woman.  Benjamin never reached the same heights of success; however, his political writings became the basis for much of the modern ideas of liberty.  They remain linked forever in the story of their love affair and in their libertarian legacy.  (RES) 

