French Program of Study at St. Pius X High School
St. Pius X High School offers courses of instruction in French from French I through French IV.

French I
Students receive an introduction to the French language and its countries and cultures.  Learning occurs through listening, reading, writing, and primarily through speaking French.  Content focuses upon pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and culture.  Skills include conversation, listening and reading comprehension, and written expression.

Students learn:

· To greet one another  

· To count

· To tell time

· Basic verbs, like “to be,” “to have,” and others in the present and past tenses

· Descriptive adjectives

· “Our Father” and other prayers in French

· Customs in France and other Francophone countries

· Cognates that are common on French and English

French II

Students build on the knowledge gained in French I of the French language and its countries and cultures.  Learning occurs through listening, reading, writing, and primarily through speaking French.  Content focuses upon pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and culture, with a particular emphasis on the imperfect past tense and subjunctive mood.  Skills include conversation, listening and reading comprehension, and written expression.

Students learn:

· Regular and irregular verbs in the past, present, and future tenses
· The use of the subjunctive moods

· Idiomatic verbal expressions

· To express themselves spontaneously in French

· Vocabulary about sports, family life, and academics
· Prayers and religious texts in French

· Current events in France

· To describe people and scenes in written French

French III-ACCP
Students extend the knowledge gained in French I and II of the French language and its countries and cultures.  Learning occurs through listening, reading, writing, and primarily through speaking French.  Content focuses upon pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and culture, with a particular emphasis on irregular verbs, use of the imperfect past tense and passé composé, and spontaneous conversation in French.  Skills include conversation, listening and reading comprehension, and written expression.  Class is mostly conducted in French.  This class is offered for dual credit through Rockhurst University.
Students learn:

· To converse spontaneously in French
· To express themselves in written French

· To comprehend basic conversational spoken French

· To read French proverbs and literature

· To analyze French literature and films
· To be aware of and to assess French culture and politics

· “Hail Mary” and other religious texts in French
· Idiomatic expressions

French IV-ACCP
Students strive for proficiency appropriate for an advanced learner of the French language and its countries and cultures.  Learning occurs through listening, reading, writing, and primarily through speaking French.  Students explore Francophone culture through written and oral projects.  Content focuses upon pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and culture, with a particular emphasis on use of the subjunctive mood and spontaneous conversation in French.  Skills include conversation, listening and reading comprehension, and written expression.  Class is mostly conducted in French.  .  This class is offered for dual credit through Rockhurst University.

Students learn:

· To write analytical essays in French

· To converse spontaneously in French

· To be familiar with the diversity of the Francophone world
· To comprehend French spoken with different accents

· To write creatively in French, including  an original prayer

· To recite lengthy literary texts from memory with proper pronunciation and intonation
· To conjugate less common irregular verbs and to use the subjunctive mood
· Prayers and religious texts in French
