French II Syllabus/Scrogham 3

French II Syllabus: 2011-2012
Instructor: Ron E. Scrogham: St. Pius X High School: Room #102

Contact: (816) 453-3450 Ext. 102 (Classroom)

E-mail: rscrogham@stpiusxhs-kc.com 

Web Page: http://www.quia.com/pages/rscrogham/french2
Office hours: Before school (7:15 AM), after school (2:40-3:30 PM), late start Thursdays, seminar, and by appointment.

I.  Course Description


The student in this course will continue to learn about the French language and its cultures.  The activities of learning will remain the same as French I: listening, reading, writing, and speaking French.  The content of learning, however, will emphasize higher proficiency verb tenses and moods, in addition to pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, culture, and Catholic prayers in French.  Learned skills will include conversation, listening and reading comprehension, written expression, recitation, and presentations given in French.  Complementary video, audio, and computer-assisted instruction will engage students with authentic sources of French language and culture.  The student will further develop a transglobal perspective that will foster cultural sensitivity, tolerance of difference, and comparative frames of reference for understanding better the United States.  The course will mostly be conducted in French, with an expectation that the student will engage the teacher and classmates in French.

. 
II. Course texts and resources

· Headset with microphone.
· Bon Voyage, Level One, Glencoe-McGraw Hill 

· access to the Internet and e-mail

III. Course Requirements

1) Dictées: There will be frequent quizzes of listening comprehension based upon that week’s course material.  The instructor will read a prepared text in French, and students will transcribe it.  This will be a formative assessment, with no grade assigned.

2)  Recitations: Students will memorize and recite Catholic prayers. Grading will focus on pronunciation, intonation, memorization, and presentation.

3) Exams:  There will be essay and oral examinations covering the material of the course.
4) Final Exam: There will be a final comprehensive exam, with written and oral components. 

IV)  Grading Scale

Grades will be assigned on a points system, weighted thus:


Coursework (Quizzes, projects, exams): 



85%


Final exam: 







15%












100%

Grading Scale:



A 100-94
A- 93-90  



B+ 89-87
B 86-83
B- 82-80



C+ 79-77
C 76-73
C- 72-70



D+ 69-67
D 66-63
D- 62-60



F below 60
(Half points will be rounded up.)

As extra credit cannot substitute for meeting the basic requirements of the course, opportunities for extra credit will be rare.  

Course Policies:


A) Attendance/Tardiness: Frequent absences will impede students’ progress, and avoidable tardiness disrupts the class and disrespects the instructor and colleagues.  Disciplinary actions will follow those of the St. Pius X High School Student Handbook.


B) Assignments: Daily assignments will be posted on the class whiteboard.  Weekly schedules of assignments and a calendar with due dates will appear on the class webpage: http://www.quia.com/pages/rscrogham/french2 Missed assignments are the responsibility of the student.  In case of absence, a student should consult the class webpage, contact a colleague, or e-mail the instructor for the assignment.  An absence may result in missing multiple opportunities for learning if the student does not take the initiative to become informed about missed work prior to returning to class.


C) Late submissions: As due dates for projects will be announced and posted well in advance, late assignments will then be accepted only through prior arrangement with the instructor. Planned absences should accommodate deadlines.  Students can submit work in advance or as an attachment via e-mail if they are absent on the due date.   The instructor will accommodate emergencies or extraordinary circumstances.  Students will receive an INCOMPLETE (INC) on progress reports until late or missing assignments are received.


D) Make up examinations: Students are to make up dictées during study hall or after school the next class day.  Students are to make up missed exams before class on late start Thursdays or during seminar on the Thursday immediately following the missed exam.  It is the responsibility of the student to make up exams within the specified time frames.  


E) Hall passes: Students have standing permission to leave the classroom for the restroom, their lockers, or for other reasons.  Please minimize disruptions to others and choose opportune moments to leave the classroom.  Students must always carry their planners as a pass.


F) Beginning/End of class: Class begins upon entering the room.  There will usually be work to begin at the start of class, before the bell.  Class ends upon dismissal of the instructor.


G) Conduct: Students are to listen respectfully when others are speaking.  As the development of a global perspective is one of the stated goals of this class, students will demonstrate respect and tolerance towards the differences among people.  Any derogatory reference to the differences of others based upon race, ethnicity, class, gender, religion, appearance, or sexual orientation is not permissible and will receive a disciplinary demerit.


H) Plagiarism/Academic Honesty: Students are to do their own work and properly cite their sources.  Computer translation programs or software are not permissible and constitute cheating for this class.  Any occurrence of plagiarism or academic dishonesty will be addressed in accordance with the St. Pius X High School Student Handbook.

Course Schedule


The weekly schedule will consist of activities based upon authentic texts, with a listening comprehension quiz (dictée).  Students should consult the St. Pius X academic calendar and the class webpage to learn about due dates and upcoming events.


There will be ample opportunities for students to speak French in class, and there is an expectation that students will avail themselves of these opportunities.  One cannot learn a language without using it.  
Invitation


Learning best occurs when students are ultimately responsible for it.  Concerning the course, students are welcome to make suggestions, express concerns, and discuss disagreements.  The instructor will respond with respect and sincerity.


The organization of the class, coursework, examinations, and course policies are subject to modification at the discretion of the instructor in order to best meet the goals of the class.
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