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Walsingham Academy
Environmental Science
Course Syllabus
	Instructor:
	Mr. Russ Sewell
	Telephone #:  
	(757) 229-6026

	Fax #:
	(757) 259-1401
	E-Mail:
	rsewell@walsingham.org 


1. Course Title: Environmental Science
2.  Text:  Environmental Science; Daniel D. Chiras; Jones and Bartlett (2006)
3. Course Description:
The goal of the course is for each student to develop a personal environmental philosophy and worldview in which to critically evaluate Earth’s environmental challenges by the application of content knowledge learned through reading, discussion, and class assignments.

Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary course combining social science, history, geography and economics within an integrated framework of biological and physical science.  Accordingly, the student may expect more reading and writing assignments than normal in a science class.  

A detailed Curriculum Map for the course is available on the Walsingham Academy website.  

4. Course Topics:
	First Semester
	Second Semester

	Introduction to Environmental Science
	Human Impact on the Environment

	Environment and Society
	Sustaining Earth’s Resources 

	Ecology and Ecosystems
	Threats to the Environment


5. Course Materials:
You should bring the following materials to class each day:

	textbook
	loose leaf paper
	notebook (3 ring)

	pens/pencils
	calculator (4 function)
	

	ruler w/metric scale
	graph paper
	


6. Class Management
Teacher and students have a shared role in creating a learning environment in the classroom that supports intellectual, social, and emotional growth.  

My role as a teacher is to provide meaningful classroom activities that are productive to meet established learning objectives.  Your role as a student is to participate in the learning process in such a way that maximizes not only your learning potential, but the learning potential of the other students in the class. 
In the first few days, we will cooperatively develop a list of expectations for both teacher and students as well as a set of classroom rules intended to help achieve our shared learning objectives.  These models of behavior will guide our daily conduct in the classroom throughout the year.  

Students who find it difficult to conduct themselves in a manner that is in keeping with our agreed classroom guidelines will be given additional assistance to understand the appropriate behavior to fully participate in the learning process.

Initially, assistance will be given to help the student achieve a self-directed solution.  If this approach is insufficient to guide the student to a solution, then additional assistance will be provided that may involve a parent, guardian, or school official in helping to resolve the issue.

7. Class Attendance
Regular attendance and punctuality is essential for academic achievement.  Attendance and tardiness will be monitored to assure that all learning objectives are being met.  A greater than normal number of absences or tardies will be noted for review with a parent, guardian, or school official. 
In addition, requests to leave the classroom for personal business such as locker, restroom, or water will be monitored and may be limited if the number of occurrences is greater than could be reasonably expected
8. Homework and Assignment Policy

If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to contact me for any missed class assignments and complete them.   As a general rule, one day for each day of excused absence is given to complete the assignments following return to class.  Assignments that are missed due to unexcused absence or that are late will be accepted, but may not receive full credit.
9. Evaluation and Grading
Grading is based on a point system.  The total number of points earned divided by the total number of possible points multiplied by 100 equals the percentage grade.  I have the option of adding or subtracting additional points for class participation.
The approximate percentage distribution of points is expected to be:
	Test/Quizzes
	50%
	Classwork/Assignments
	40%
	Homework
	10%


The letter grade assigned is based on the following grading scale:

	A
	93 - 100%   
	C
	77 - 84%     
	F
	69% or below      

	B
	85 - 92%     
	D
	70 - 76%     
	I
	Incomplete


10. Student Conduct
Students and parents are encouraged to review the Upper School Handbook for more information regarding student conduct and responsibilities.

I am available for extra help.  If you need to see me, contact me to arrange a time before or after school or during the day
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