Bloom’s Taxonomy: Cognitive Realm
	Competence
	Skills 


	Actions

(for use in writing objectives)
	Outcomes 
(helpful in designing, implementing & evaluating assessment tools/tasks)

	Knowledge
	Observe and recall information; knowledge of dates, events, places; know major ideas; 

mastery of basic subject matter
	list, define, tell, describe, identify, show, label, collect, examine, tabulate, quote, name, who, when, where
	Remember bits of information, terminologies, techniques, specific usage

	Comprehension
	Understand information, grasp meaning, translate knowledge to a new context, interpret facts, compare, contrast, order, group, infer causes, predict consequences
	summarize, describe, interpret, contrast, predict, associate, distinguish, estimate, differentiate, discuss, extend
	Understand a communication so that it can be summarized or explained

	Application
	Use information, methods, concepts, theories in new situations; solve problems; use required skills or knowledge 
	apply, demonstrate, calculate, complete, illustrate, show, solve, examine, modify, relate, change, classify, experiment, discover
	Use what you know in a concrete (real life) situation

	Analysis
	See patterns, organize the parts, recognize hidden meanings, identify components


	analyze, separate, order, explain, connect, classify, arrange, divide, compare, select, explain, infer
	Dissect the subject matter; explain how the parts fit together; find gaps in your understanding and seek additional information

	Synthesis
	Use old ideas to create new ones; generalize from given facts, relay knowledge from several areas, predict, draw conclusions
	combine, integrate, modify, rearrange, substitute, plan, create, design, invent, compose, formulate, prepare, generalize, rewrite
	Put the pieces back together in a new way that collects information from several sources; create new insight

	Evaluation
	Compare/discriminate between ideas, assess value of theories, make choices based on argument, verify value of evidence, recognize subjectivity
	assess, decide, rank, grade, test, measure, recommend, convince, select, judge, explain, discriminate, support, conclude, compare
	Judge the value of the subject matter for a specific purpose


(other realms include: Affective and Psychomotor)

Suggested Instructional Strategies for Use with Each Level of Bloom’s Taxonomy: Cognitive Realm
	Lecture

Visuals

Audio

Examples

Illustrations

Analogies


KNOWLEDGE

Define

Repeat

Record

List


	Questions

Discussion

Review

Test

Assessment

Reports

Learner

Presentations

Writing

COMPREHENSION

Translate

Restate

Discuss

Describe

Recognize

Explain

Express

Identify
	Exercises

Practice

Demonstrations
Projects

Sketches

Simulations

Role play

Micro teach
APPLICATION

Interpret

Apply

Employ

Use

Demonstrate

Dramatize

Practice

Illustrate

Operate

Schedule

Shop

sketch
	Problems

Exercises

Case studies

Critical incidents

Discussion

Questions

Test

ANALYSIS

Distinguish

Analyze

Differentiate

Appraise

Calculate

Experiment

Test

Compare

Contrast

Criticize

Diagram

Inspect

Debate

Inventory

Question

relate
	Projects

Problems

Case studies

Creative exercises

Develop plans

Constructs

Simulations

SYNTHESIS

Compose

Plan

Propose

Design

Formulate

Arrange

Collect

Construct

Create

Set up

Organize

Manage

prepare
	Case studies
Projects

Exercises

Critiques

Simulations

Appraisals

EVALUATION

Judge

Appraise

Evaluate

Rate

Compare

Value

Revise

Score

Select

Choose

Assess

Estimate

measure


(Helpful in referencing CFs)








