Learning Objectives Guidelines 

Introduction

This document is intended to define learning objectives (LOs) and how and why they are used in ABE classroom settings.  Measuring achievement of learning objectives in such settings is also considered.   

Definition of "learning objective"

A learning objective is a clear, declarative statement of what a student will know or be able to do as a result of participating in your class.  LOs help to establish what is to be covered by you in your class, allowing for flexibility on how you will cover it.

Using learning objectives  

LOs can improve your instruction and program in several ways, including:

Assist you in selecting materials, content and methods
LOs help teachers choose appropriate activities and resources.

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=[Image: Purple Bullet]"Communicate intent to participants
LOs inform students of what they will learn in your class by articulating what they can expect from you as the teacher and what, in turn, will be required of them as participants in your class.

Support agreement among program staff and funders
LOs provide an opportunity for all program partners to agree on the priorities and content of classes at your program.

Provide consistency across classes and levels at your program
When it is important that the content of a particular class remains consistent no matter who teaches it or when there are multiple sections of the class offered, LOs can help provide that consistency.  They also inform leveling decisions.

Provide means for evaluation
LOs establish an agreed-upon framework that students, the teacher, and programs can use to evaluate the effectiveness of a class. 
Provide clear documentation of educational progress
Teachers can point to successfully achieved LOs in discussing progress with students.  Students can point to successfully achieved LOs for employment requirements and other real life needs/interests. 

Document what the program has offered
Taken together, LOs indicate in a clear, succinct way of communicating what the program has provided and what funding investment the MA DOE has yielded. 

Sample Learning Objectives 

The sample LOs to follow are for a hypothetical class involving vocabulary building offered at a MA ABE program.  


Learning Objectives and Assessment 

To determine if the LOs have been met, teachers can rely on a wide range of assessment methods, including:
· Pre/post surveys or quizzes
· Journal writing 
· In-class writing or oral sharing
· A final report, project or presentation (that includes the new words)
· A follow-up check-in with students, orally or verbally.

As a result of participating in this class, students will be able to:





orally define at least 8 of the 10 new vocabulary words introduced last week


write original sentences using at least 5 of these words accurately








Developed by SABES for workshop Integrating Assessments into Classroom Practice

