Discovering Technology WebQuest
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Introduction
Today, technology is all around us. Over the years, different technologies have been invented and introduced to society and have evolved into what we see and use today. Many forms of technology have prospered while others have disappeared. What forms of technology are in this classroom? Your home? What are some forms of technology you use every day? Can you remember of any form of technology you once used, but do not use anymore, due to new developments / updates / new inventions? Is there a particular technology you think would be beneficial to society that has not been invented or introduced to the market yet? This WebQuest will allow you to research old and new forms of technologies, as well as those forms that haven’t been created yet! 

You will be in a group of 3-4 people. Each member of your group will choose a technology, which must be approved by me. Using the internet, research your chosen technology to answer the given various questions (given below in Step 3).

At the end of your research, your group will compile your information to create, design, and present an 18-slide PowerPoint presentation.

The Task
Your task is to get in groups of 3-4 people. Each person will represent one type of technology. Decide which type of technology you, individually, will represent; then, begin collecting information about the technology’s past, current, and future contributions to society. When researching, explore how these technologies have changed throughout the years and consider what will become of them in the future.

For example:
Internet, Computers, Printers, Cellular Phones, GPS 
(***The above are just a minute portion of technology examples we use in every day living)

Your final product will be a group PowerPoint presentation that describes your research findings based on each of the three / four types of chosen technologies. Each member of your group will be expected to present his /her portion of the presentation to the class. 
The Process and Resources (Steps 1 – 4)

Step 1:  (Day 1)
· Watch video on technology (http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video_id=1785)
· As a group:
1. Define the term “technology” in your own words
2. Draw what the term “technology” looks like
3. Look up the definition to “technology” in a dictionary
4. What are 3 examples of technology you use every day? How do they contribute to society? (discussed previously)
5. Groups will share responses with class

Step 2:  (Day 2)
You will be assigned to a group of three and will meet, as a group, to decide what type of technology each of you want to research. When you have found the type of technology you want to research, approve it with me before continuing to Step 3.

Possible Technology Categories (but not confined to):
Car Technology
Sport Technology
Communication Technology
Computer Technology
Internet
Gaming Technology
Military Technology
Agricultural Technology
Educational Technology
Medical Technology
Music Technology
Digital Video Technology
Robotics (Educational, Humanoid, Military)

Step 3:  (Day 3)
Now that you can define and identify types of technologies and how they can contribute to society, begin your individual research of your chosen technology.

Individually answer and record your responses to the following questions. As you find the answers to the questions remember to write them down along with the website. Most, not all, of the information you find will be used in your PowerPoint presentation. 

1. What is the technology? (Category & products / brands within the category)
2. When was the technology invented?
3. How has the product / technology changed over time within its technology spectrum since first being produced?  
***This question can be answered one of two ways:
A.) General: One may chose to answer this question by simply looking at the first cellular phone invented  to the newest or more current inventions of cellular phones.
B.) More Specific: For instance, iPhone was the pioneer of touch screen, interactive face, Media, MP3, iTunes, cellular phones; however, it was not the first cellular phone introduced. So when answering this question, essentially, the iPhone was the first phone of its kind invented. Are there any newer versions since the first was released, etc.?
4. Describe the technology as it is used today? 
5. How is it useful? To whom is it useful?
6. Predict what the technology will be like in 2050? Will it still exist? If not, what technology will take its place?
7. If the technology had never been invented, how would things be different today?


***Resources:
Books
Textbook(s)
Internet (Search Engines)

Step 4: (Day 4)
Each group will create, design, and present a 14-18-slide PowerPoint presentation demonstrating research findings. Each member of the group will be required to present his / her own individual research findings. I suggest you view the grading rubric for the presentation before presenting your presentation.

Slide Outline for PowerPoint Presentation: 
(***This outline is for both 3-person groups as well as 4-person groups)

Introductory Slide (Title /Group members’ names)
Group member #1s Technology (Slides 2  4)
Bibliography for sources used (Slide 5)
Group member #2s Technology (Slides 6 8)
Bibliography for sources used (Slide 9)
Group member #3s Technology (Slides 10  12)
Bibliography for sources used (Slide 13)
	Group member #4s Technology (Slides 14  16)
Bibliography for sources used (Slide 17)
Conclusion (Slide 18)

Present your PowerPoint Presentation! (Day 5)

Conclusion
Congratulations on your accomplishment as a technology expert! You have expanded your knowledge of the different types of technology, with a particular focus on a chosen product or service within that type of technology spectrum. You should be able to define technology and give real-life examples. You, also, should be more aware of the technologies that you use every day and that surround us. Lastly, be aware of how technology affects our everyday lives. Would things be the way they are today if it weren’t for technology?























Assessment / Evaluation
	Group Work
	8
	6
	4
	2

	All members of the group participated in group activities
	
	
	
	

	Each member listened to others in the group
	
	
	
	

	Group members stayed on assigned task
	
	
	
	

	Group members were able to debate and accept criticism in an orderly fashion
	
	
	
	

	Group members were encouraging and helpful to one another
	
	
	
	

	Group members practiced cooperative skills
	
	
	
	

	PowerPoint Presentation
	8
	6
	4
	2

	Group members present and individually presented findings
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Content (Grammar / Spelling / Errors)
	
	
	
	

	Slides (Completeness)
	
	
	
	

	Research (Information Collection)
	
	
	
	

	Appearance (Color and Font Choice /Readability)
	
	
	
	

	Presenters (Pronunciation / Loudness / Clarity)
	
	
	
	

	Presentation (Focus)
	
	
	
	

	Connection with Audience / Personality
	
	
	
	

	Total Points (100)
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