Mass Media: Your Media Autobiography
STEP 2

Objective: This introductory assignment will have you take an inventory of your own media experiences in order to build awareness of the many ways the media is a part of our lives. It will also be your first attempt at a “Media Construction.” 

Activity: Now that you have a draft listing the major media events in your life, create a timeline on large paper, construction paper, or poster board for display. Its artistic representation is up to you. 

Your timeline should have:
1. An appropriate TITLE

2. An overall VISUAL EFFECT that shows care and a planned design. Most timelines turn out to be linear and this is fine. But if you have another design in mind, go for it. Use your imagination to express media’s impact through the best design you can visualize. 

3. LETTERING that is neat and easily readable. For each media event include some text (from your draft). Using a computer to print out text that goes with each media event works well. Change fonts, print size, etc. to suit the media event. Use graphics if you have appropriate images available. Use color and other tools as you see fit. 

4. The TITLE and the DATE (OR AGE) of each media memory. Then include text that discusses why you recall it, its effect on you, the emotions it made you feel, etc. Explain its power as concisely as you can. 

In addition please remember:
5. This media timeline should span your EARLIEST MEDIA MEMORIES TO YOUR MOST RECENT ONES.

6. Sign your NAME on the front.

7. Turn it in ON TIME!

Evaluation:
Grades will be based on how completely the timelines meet these standards. 

