Information for Post High School Planning
· Is college for me?
· What kind of additional training do I need?
· What do I want to be doing this time next year?

College Admissions Tests:  SAT and/or ACT
· When registering online, make sure you select to send your scores directly to the school you want to apply to.  Purdue West Lafayette and IU Bloomington require this!
· Indiana colleges and universities accept SAT and ACT scores.  If you are planning to apply out of state, check with the school if they require a certain test.
· You can take each test as many times as you like.  Colleges will use the best combination of scores to make an admission decision.
· The ACT : is an achievement test, measuring what you have learned in school.
                                      has 5 components: English, Math, Reading, Science and Writing.
score is based on the number of correct answers with no penalty for guessing.
· The SAT: is an aptitude test, testing reasoning and verbal abilities.
        has 3 components: Critical Reasoning, Math and Writing.
        Has a correction for guessing.  They take off for wrong answers.
· 2 year colleges or trade schools such as Vincennes and Ivy Tech do not require SAT or ACT scores.  They require their own placement testing.

Choosing a College:
· Check the admission requirements!
· You can arrange a visit by calling the college’s Admissions Office.  Some colleges offer preview days that usually require reservations.  A list of contact information for Indiana schools is in your folder.
· Be sure to pick up a “Request for College Day” form from the guidance office if you will be absent from school.  Seniors are allowed two of these.  Do not plan on taking a college visit day in May!

Applying to College:
· Check the admission requirements!
· Apply to a variety of colleges that you would be happy with.  Consider size,
location, academic programs offered and admission requirements.
· Apply early.  It is best to have completed applications in before Fall Break.  In order to be eligible for university or departmental scholarships, you must have applied and been admitted by a certain date.
· It is recommended that you go ahead and apply even if you have not taken the SAT/ACT or have not received your scores.  
· When you apply online there may be a page for you to print off to bring to the guidance office.
· It typically takes 4-6 weeks before receiving an admissions decision.
· Completed applications include: Application fee
    Application filled out correctly
    ACT/ SAT test scores (if required)
    Counselor page
    Transcript
    Essay (if required)
    Recommendations (if required)
· Transcripts need to be sent electronically.  You can do this by going to the school website www.scs.k12.in.us and clicking on the guidance tab or www.parchment.com
· You have until May 1st to send in a deposit check to reserve your spot

Scholarships:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Target, Coca Cola, Wal Mart, etc. often award scholarships.  We will announce information as we receive it.  You are strongly encouraged to check online.  See the resources page in your folder.
· Applications for local scholarships will be distributed in February.  You will have approximately 4 weeks to complete and return these.  
· The guidance office uses morning and afternoon announcements to disseminate information to you.  Listen and/or come in to check with us! 
· Many scholarship committees consider your activities, sports, financial need and community involvement when making selections.  Scholarships are not just based on grades!

Financial Aid:
· There will be a meeting for seniors and their parents in January/February to explain the process of applying for State and Federal aid (FAFSA).
· The FAFSA must be completed online.

Note sure what to do?
· Explore other opportunities such as apprenticeships, certificate programs (often 6 months in length), branches of the military or 2 year colleges.
· Talk to people!  Find out how they decided to do what they do.  How did they get to where they are?  What schooling did they have to do?
