
NSE Grammar Supplement 

Some gender-rule exceptions: 

-dad,- ción: always feminine 

-ma, -pa: usually masculine 

-ísimo: “very” 
 

Ordinal Numbers (ordinals above tenth are rarely used) 

First: primero  
Second: segundo  

Third: tercero  
Fourth: cuarto  
Fifth: quinto  
Sixth: sexto  
Seventh: séptimo, sétimo  
Eighth: octavo  
Ninth: noveno  

Tenth: décimo  

 

Cardinal numbers   

 

 

pero vs. sino 

Pero is the word you would usually use for “but”, but at times you would use sino. Sino can be translated 

as “but instead”. Sino is used when what comes after “sino” is a replacement for what came before it.  

No vino en carro, sino en bicicleta. 

Su deporte favorito no era básquetbol, sino el fútbol americano. 

No debes usar “pero” aquí, sino “sino”. 

 



long-form possessives 

These are used in situations like: “take them, they’re yours”, or “this phone is mine” or “a friend of hers 

said…”. In the examples below the first chart, they are being used in an emphatic way, like “well OUR 

house has a pool”, or “MY books aren’t all ripped up like yours are”. 

 

Since these are pronouns, and not adjectives, the noun is not mentioned. They can be used in a situation 

like “whose car should we take?” “MINE is closest, let’s go in it”. 

future tense   regular: see Grammar packet 

     irregular future (and conditional) stems: 

 



Occasional substitutions for clarity in pronunciation: 

y changes to e: to avoid having the “y” completely disappear in front of an “i” sound (including “hi”), the 

y changes to e when followed by an “I” sound. 
 

o changes to u: to avoid having the “o” completely disappear in front of an “o” sound (including “ho”), 

the o changes to u when followed by an “o” sound. 

 

Commands, regular and irregular 

In-depth explanation: http://www.enforex.com/language/spanish-commands.html 

My summary: 

1. Informal affirmative command: same as third singular, except for irregulars below. 

2. Formal affirmative and negative: yo form, minus “o”, plus opposite vowel (-ar>e, -er/-ir>a), 

except for irregulars below. 

3. Informal negative: same as formal command, plus “s”. 

Informal affirmatives, irregular: di, haz, ve, pon, sal, sé, ten, ven (memorize in chant form) 

Irregular formal commands: sea, sepa, vaya, dé, esté, haya (memorize in chant form) 

 

I will add two more things soon: 

negative words 

the preterite, according to the NSE folks 

 

 

 

 

http://www.enforex.com/language/spanish-commands.html

