Thinking Like an Historian

Your written statements are the documented presentations of your theories, and those theories tell us what you believe, based on  what you have learned about the topics, and what you have learned about human nature.

You need to support your theories with evidence that you have dug up from outside sources: textbooks, history books, reputable websites, statements from reputable historians,        

 legitimate primary source quotes.

If you cannot dig up evidence, then you need to rely on your ability to understand and analyze human nature.

Outside sources are best used when specifically identifying what the source is and how the source supports your theory.

Even when you use outside sources to report the facts, the true value of the source is that it can support your theory; just as the true value of your understanding and analysis of human nature is that it can support your theory.

If you can back up your theories with evidence from outside sources, then your theories will become much more convincing. 

If you cannot identify outside sources to back up your theories, then you need to use your own abilities to communicate how and/or why your theories make sense.
First, you get the facts

(know)

Then, you “get” the facts

(understand)

After that, you figure out what the facts mean

(analyze)

And what you do then is come up with a theory about human nature,

based on how you know,

understand, and analyze the facts

You come up with a conclusion,

and the you BACK IT UP!!!

