[image: image20.wmf]February 2013 Senior Newsletter Issue[image: image2.jpg]



Counselors:  Kelly Hammond, Catherine Baker
SENIOR NEWSLETTER

	ACT/SAT I/SAT II:  Dates for the tests and registration deadlines are posted in the guidance office.  Registration booklets and practice tests are also available in guidance.
February Testing Dates
SAT:  

Test date is March 9, 2013 at MSHS

Registration deadline is February 8th  
Late registration is through February 22nd  
ACT:

Test date is February 9, 2013 at MSHS
Registration deadline was January 11th    
Late registration was through January 18th  
	College Applications:

 If you have applied and have heard back regarding acceptance, please let us know, if you have not done so already.  Please come by guidance if you are having any problems with the college applications or have questions relating to college.  Mid-Year reports will be sent to each college that you have applied to next week.  Please come by the guidance office if you have not applied to any college and still are unsure as to what you plan to do after high school.  College applications NEED to be completed soon, even if you are planning on attending a Community College.  The “free” scholarship money (the one’s you don’t have to pay back) is on a “first-come-first-serve” basis.


	SUPER SATURDAY FREE FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP
Held at MSHS!

February 9th

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

· Assistance completing the FAFSA

· Financial Aid Workshops

· Register to win a $100 Scholarship!

Students and Parents must bring identification information, W2 forms and tax return documents in order to complete FAFSA.


	Register for a FAFSA PIN number:

We highly recommend that you get a jump on your financial aid paperwork by going ahead and registering for your FAFSA pin number now.  It takes only a few minutes and you will get your pin number instantly. Once you have your pin number, you will be able to file your FAFSA online without having to sign anything. The pin number will be your electronic signature. Do it now before everyone starts emailing for this service. You must get a pin number for both the student and one parent at www.fafsa.ed.gov and follow the link to apply for a PIN number.
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	The following scholarships are still due:
· Smyth Co. Scholarships/ Roanoke Foundation
Due:  2/20
· Lee Jackson Scholarship Program
Due:  2/13
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Just a reminder to all male seniors!!!!  If you are within 30 days of turning 18 years old, the law requires you to register with Selective Services.  
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	February Upcoming Events
· 12th – Talent Search (12th grade will meet individually beginning 1st period)
· 14th – Happy Valentine’s Day!

                 Upward Bound Meeting from1:30-2:20 p.m.
· 18th – Mid-point of 3rd nine weeks (Subject to change due to weather)
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Scholarships for February
VA Golf Foundation Scholarship:  700 scholarships totaling over $1.7 million dollars have been awarded since 1985 to students who have an interest in golf and will attend colleges within Virginia.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Applications must be postmarked by Friday, February 22nd!
Granville Meade Scholarship:  This is a $2,000 scholarship per year for four years as long as the student meets the scholarship requirements. The student must be planning on attending a Virginia public or private college or university. See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  COMPLETED applications are due date is March 8th to Mrs. Spencer; Mr. Davidson has to have these on March 11th.
The Armenian Education Center:  Applicants may win $1000.  See Mrs. Spencer for topic and details.  Applications must be postmarked by April 1, 2013.
Scholarships at Virginia Tech:  These scholarships are for incoming freshman at Virginia Tech.  Applicants must complete both the FAFSA form and the General Scholarship Form at VT.  Applications can be found on-line at www.finaid.vt.edu.  The February 15th deadline is approaching!
Virginia Athletic Trainers’ Association Scholarship:  VATA offers a one-time $500 scholarship to a deserving high school senior annually.  To be eligible for the scholarship, the student should plan to pursue a career in athletic training.  The award is based on individual merit and proof of enrollment in a CAATE accredited athletic training education program at a college or university.  You may complete the application online at www.vata.us/scholarship/index.htm or see Mrs. Spencer.  Application deadline is April 10th! 
2013 College Scholarships for Students with Parents with Disabilities:  To be eligible, you must plan to attend college in Fall 2013 and have at least one parent with a disability.  There will be five $1000 awards given.  Additional criteria for this scholarship includes academic performance, community activities and services, letters of recommendation and an essay describing the experience of growing up with a parent with a disability.  Please visit www.lookingglass.org for applications and more information.  All applications must be postmarked by March 11, 2013.
Scholarships for ETSU:  Scholarships for incoming freshmen at ETSU can be found at www.etsu.edu/scholarships.  The General Scholarship deadline at ETSU is March 1, 2013!

BUICK Achievers Scholarship Program:  Eligible students must be enrolling for full-time study at a 4 year college or university, plan to major in a field of study that focuses on engineering, technology, design, or business, with an interest in the automotive industry.  Please visit WWW.BUICKACHIEVERS.COM for more information and an application.  Deadline is February 28, 2013!!

ETEAC – East Tennessee Engineering Associations Council:  This scholarship opportunity is for high school seniors who plan to earn a degree in engineering.  There will be one to four one-time scholarships of $1000 to $2000 awarded.  For more information or to pick up an application, please see Mrs. Spencer.  COMPLETED applications must be to Mrs. Spencer by March 8th!
Virginia Cattlemen’s Foundation:  The $1000 scholarship will be awarded to students who are pursuing a career in the animal agricultural industry.  Applicants must also show strong leadership, scholastic, and service characteristics.  Completed applications MUST be to Mrs. Spencer by Monday, March 4th!

Wayne C. Henderson Music Scholarship:  Students must be musicians of Traditional Acoustic Music Instruments and a resident of the Central Appalachian Region.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Applications must be postmarked by March 15, 2013.

Frances Marion VFW Post 4667:  This scholarship will be awarded to a student in good standing and planning on attending a 2-year or 4-year school.  First priority will be given to a child or grandchild of a veteran, preferably a member of VFW Post 4667.  Students must submit a short essay, an application and must state financial need by provided a copy of the SAR from your FAFSA.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Applications are due to Mrs. Spencer by April 2nd!

Cancer Outreach Foundation Scholarship:  To be eligible for this $500 scholarship, the student personally or a family member (parent, legal guardian, or sibling) must have or have had cancer.  Stop by Mrs. Spencer’s office for an application.  All COMPLETED applications MUST be returned to Mrs. Spencer by April 12th!

Virginia Bankers Association Bank Day Scholarship:  Are you interested in a career in banking and finance?  Have you ever wondered what actually goes on inside a bank?  Are you in need of $6000 to help pay for your college tuition?  If so, please stop by Mrs. Spencer’s office and sig-up to participate in Bank Day through the Bank of Marion!  You will spend a day in banks shadowing a banker in their daily duties.  From your experience, you will be asked to write an essay on “How Banking Benefits My Community.”  The essay will be judged by bankers and seven scholarships will be awarded!  You must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  Please stop by guidance and see Mrs. Spencer to sign-up and for application information!  You MUST see Mrs. Spencer BY March 8th!!! 

Please listen to the announcements for the following scholarship applications and information,

***TO BE ANNOUNCED:  The Greever Crouse Memorial Scholarship:  Recipients of this scholarship must possess the qualities of leadership, citizenship, sportsmanship, and scholarship.  Please see Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Please give completed applications to Mrs. Spencer.

***TO BE ANNOUNCED:  Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts Educational Foundation, Inc. Scholarship Awards:  This program is for students majoring in or showing a strong desire to major in natural resource conservation and/ or environmental studies.  Four $1000 scholarships will be awarded.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  
***TO BE ANNOUNCED:  Virginia Sheriff’s Institute Scholarship Program:  This program is for students planning to pursue an educational curriculum in law enforcement or criminal justice.  For more information and an application, please see Mrs. Spencer in guidance.  
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