Guidance Tips for Seniors!

Congratulations!  You have made it!  It is time to start the College Application and Scholarship Process.  Guidance is offering a few tips to help out with this hectic semester!

TIP 1:


Be sure you know your college admission terms!

1. Common Application = A single application and essay that is accepted by    

      more than 300 schools.  Visit the website at www.commonapp.org 

2. Rolling Admission = Applications are reviewed as soon as received and the 

process continues until all spots are filled.  

3. Early Action = An early November or December decision, but you are still 

able to apply at other colleges or universities.

4. Deferred = Early Decision and Early Action applications are neither accepted 

or denied, but are considered with regular decisions applications.

5. Regular Decision = Applications are due at the beginning of January and your 

answer will arrive in April.

6. Waitlist = Status is not known until after May 1, but just as a safety net, submit a deposit to secure a spot at another college or university.

7.  Binding = You are planning on going to the school of choice; however, you are 

     willing to pay a penalty if necessary.

8.  Non-Binding = You have made no commitment to a college or university that 

     you have applied to even though you have been accepted at that school.

TIP 2:


Be Familiar With the Warning Signs of Scholarship Scams

· “The scholarship is guaranteed or your money back.”  No service can guarantee that it will get you a grant or scholarship.
· “The scholarship service will do all the work.”  Unfortunately, nobody can fill out the personal information forms, write the essays, and supply the references that many scholarships require.

· “The scholarship will cost some money.”  Be wary of any charges related to scholarship information.”  “FREE” money shouldn’t cost you a thing.

· “You can’t get this information anywhere else.”  There are many scholarship directories available in bookstores, libraries, and in our guidance department.

· “You are a finalist in a contest you never entered, or you have been selected by a national foundation to receive a scholarship.”  Most legitimate scholarship programs never seek particular applicants.  If you think there is a real possibility that you might have been selected to receive a scholarship:  Be sure to INVESTIGASTE!!!

· “The scholarship service needs your credit card or checking account number.”  Never provide your credit card or checking account number over the telephone.

· “You are invited to a free seminar (or interview) with a trained financial aid consultant who will unlock all the secrets on how to make yourself eligible for more financial aid.”  Sometimes these consultants offer good tips on preparing for college, but often they are trying to get you to sign up for a long term contract for services you don’t need.  If you do your own research reading books, using the Web, and working with your guidance counselor and the college financial aid office, you will get all the help you need in preparing the financial aid paperwork.

· For more information on scams visit www.finaid.org or www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/scholarship/index.html.
TIP 3:


Register for NCAA Clearinghouse

· Be sure to register with the NCAA Clearinghouse if you are involved in sports and considering participating / playing in college (yes, this includes cheerleading).  You can access the website on the Guidance Web-page for MSHS.
· Be sure that when you take the SAT or ACT that you put the NCAA Clearinghouse’s Number (9999) on the application so that your scores are sent directly to them.

TIP 4:  


Applications for Colleges

· Upon completion of your college applications, be sure to bring the application and the application fee down to guidance.  We will attach your transcript and letter(s) of recommendation to your application and mail it to the college or university.  If you are applying on-line, PLEASE notify guidance so we can send your transcript and letter(s) of recommendation to the college or university.  Please note it is important to have everything mailed together so the college or university has all your information in one place.
· Please remember to have applications completed and turned into guidance by no later than December 1st if you are planning on attending a four college or university.  The sooner you can get it in the better chance you may have!

     Courtesy Tip:  Please give counselors and teachers at least two weeks to write   

      letter of recommendation for you.
TIP 5:


Always Have a 2nd Choice / Back Up School
· It is important that you apply to several other colleges just in case you do not get accepted into the school of your choice.  Always have a back up plan!
TIP 6:


Beat Those Deadlines!

Have fun and be excited about all your accomplishments!

