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Counselors:  Kelly Hammond, Catherine Baker
SENIOR NEWSLETTER
	ACT/SAT I/SAT II:  Dates for the tests and registration deadlines are posted in the guidance office.  Registration booklets and practice tests are also available in guidance.
SAT:  

Test date is March 9, 2013 at MSHS

Registration deadline was February 8th   

Late registration was through February 22nd   
Test Date is May 4, 2013 at MSHS
Registration deadline is April 5th
Late registration is through April 19th  
ACT:  

Test date is April 13, 2013 at MSHS

Registration deadline is March 8th  

Late registration is through March 22nd    
	College Applications:

If you have applied and have heard back regarding acceptance, please let us know if you have not done so already.  See us if you are having any problems with the college applications or have questions relating to college.  Please come by the guidance office if you have not applied to any college and still are unsure as to what you plan to do after high school.  College applications NEED to be completed soon, even if you are planning on attending a Community College.  The “free” scholarship money (the one’s you don’t have to pay back) is on a “first-come-first-serve” basis.

Fee Waivers for some college application fees are available for those who qualify for free or reduced lunch.  Please see someone in guidance for a fee waiver.  

Financial Aid:

Don’t forget to fill out your FAFSA form.  If you have not filled out the FAFSA, come by guidance and pick up the form, or you can register on-line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

	Selective Services:
Remember male seniors!!!  If you are within 30 days of your 18th birthday, the law requires you to register with Selective Services.  You can register on-line in the guidance office and it only takes a few minutes to do this.  If your birth date is later in the spring or in the summer, you can still register now and they will hold your registration until your birthday.  This way, you do not have to remember to do it later.  Financial aid and governmental jobs may be affected if you do not register. 
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March:
  12th – WCC Talent Search (12th grade to meet individually  

                                                             beginning at 12:30)
  14th – WCC Upward Bound to meet at 1:30 p.m.

  21st – End of 3rd nine weeks (subject to change due to weather)
  29th – School Closed for Spring Break
April:
  1st – School Closed
  2nd – School reopens

  9th – WCC Talent Search (12th grade will meet 3rd period)
  11th – WCC Upward Bound to meet at 1:30 p.m.
 


FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOPS!!!
Attention Seniors who plan to attend WCC – Wytheville Community College will be offering a financial aid workshop on Wed. March 20th at the Smyth Education Center in Atkins and on Thurs. March 21st at the WCC Campus.  You will be able to complete your FAFSA.  Both workshops are from 4:00-7:00 p.m.  You will also learn about what WCC Scholarships are available to Smyth County Students.  You will need to bring the following information:  Social Security numbers of you and your parents, Driver’s License number if you have one, 2012 Federal Tax Returns and W-2’s for you and parents, Social Security and Disability Benefit information if applicable, information on savings, investments, and assets for self and parents, if you are coming to the workshop without a parent, provide their date of birth and month, and year of marriage.  Pre-registration for Fall 2013 begins April 1st; Fall classes will begin August 21st!
Scholarships for March
Travis Williams Memorial Scholarship:  It is with great honor that we announce the Travis Williams Memorial Scholarship.  This scholarship will be awarded to a former student of Mr. Williams and meets the following requirements:  must have a GPA of 2.0, been a former student of Mr. Williams, and plans to attend a 4 year college/university, 2 year community college, Vocational School or Technical School.  Please see Mrs. Spencer for an application.  All applications MUST be turned in to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th! 
Rotary Scholarship:  This local scholarship is need-based and will be given to a senior who is planning on attending a four-year or two year college in the fall.  Please come by Mrs. Spencer’s office to pick up the application.  A copy of your FAFSA is required. Due to Mrs. Spencer by March 20th.
Kohl’s Care for Kids Scholarship:  Kohl’s plans to recognize more than 1900 kids nationwide with prizes ranging from $50 gift cards to $10,000 scholarships.  If you have done a community service project within the last 12 months and would like to apply, visit www.kohlskids.com.  Deadline for applying is March 15th.
Tobacco Scholarship: Up to $2000 can be awarded annually to applicants who have either worked in tobacco, are a quota holder or a grower of tobacco.  Visit http://www.tobacco.swcenter.edu to apply.  Applications available April 2nd online!
Smyth County Farm Bureau Scholarship:  The Smyth County Farm Bureau will award a $2500 scholarship to a student for achievement in agri-business or a related field.  The student must pursue a degree in Agriculture, Family and Consumer Science, or a degree in Cooperative Extension.  For more information and an application, please see Mrs. Spencer in guidance.  All applications must be returned to Mrs. Spencer by April 8th!  **Waiting on updated applications.**
Leo Ferrell Memorial Rotary International Scholarship:  A $500 - $1000 scholarship will be awarded to a Senior Golfer who plans on attending a four year college.  The scholarship is based on academics and financial need.  Applications are due to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th.  **Waiting on updated applications.**
Marion Civitan Club Scholarship:  There are two scholarships being offered this year for students planning on attending a 2 or 4-year college.  The local level will award a $500 scholarship and the District winner will receive $1000.  This will be awarded to someone majoring in Special Ed, Physical Therapy, Speech Therapy or anything associated with the treatment of the handicapped.  Financial need and school performance will considered. Students must submit an application and must state financial need by provided a copy of the SAR from your FAFSA.   See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Due March 29th to Mrs. Spencer.

Southwest VA Emergency Medical Services Scholarship:  To be eligible you must be a member of a VA licensed emergency medical service agency and have demonstrated outstanding dedication and service to his community and have a GPA of 3.0 or better.$1000 scholarship to the Regional winner and an opportunity to win $5,000 on the state level.  An application and essay are required.  For more information and the application visit: www.southwest.vaems.org. or see Mrs. Spencer for an application. All applications must be received NO later than May 1st! 
Frances Marion VFW Post 4667:  This scholarship will be awarded to a student in good standing and planning on attending a 2-year or 4-year school.  First priority will be given to a child or grandchild of a veteran, preferably a member of VFW Post 4667.  Students must submit a short essay, an application and must state financial need by provided a copy of the SAR from your FAFSA.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Applications are due to Mrs. Spencer by April 2nd!
Retired Teacher Scholarship:  This scholarship will be awarded to a student planning to major in Education or an Education related field.  You MUST attach your acceptance letter from the college you will be attending.  Please see Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Applications are due March 29th! 

Eric Albano Memorial Scholarship:  This $500 memorial scholarship will be awarded to a male and female soccer player.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Applications are due to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th! 

Episcopal Church Women Scholarship:  This $500 scholarship is need-based and you must have filed the FAFSA financial aid form.  Must have a GPA of 2.5 or higher and be in good standing with the school.  Applicant must write a short essay of 200 words or less on why they feel they need this scholarship, submit a copy of SAR from FAFSA and send a transcript.  Please see Mrs. Spencer for an application!  Applications are due to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th!
Travis Powell Memorial Scholarship:  A $1000 scholarship will be given to a student who plans to major in Church Music or a related major such as Organ or Piano Performance, Handbell Director or Choral Director in a college of his/her choice.  To be eligible, the student must be interested in pursuing a career in Church Music or a closely related field, has a grade average of a “B” or better and exhibits financial need.  Students will submit a short essay of not more than 300 words in his/her handwriting stating why he/she wants to receive the scholarship.  For more information and an application, please see Mrs. Spencer in guidance.  All applications are due to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th.  **Waiting on updated applications.** 

Goolsby Educational Fund:  This is half gift and half loan.  You will have to pay the loan part back at 6% interest within five years upon completing your college education.  Applications and brochures explaining this program are in Mrs. Spencer’s office.  Applications must be received by April 30th.  Multiple Scholarships are offered!!!    

James D. Johnson Scholarship:  This scholarship is a one time award of $500 to a Smyth County High School graduating senior.  Applicants must be a graduating high school senior and plan to attend a college or university in the fall.  Please see Mrs. Spencer for an application.  All applications are due back to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th! 
The Alvin E. Crowder Kiwanis Scholarship:  Must have financial need, be strong academically, involved with school and community, must show you have been accepted at a 4 or 2-year college.  Application, transcript, copy of SAR required.  This scholarship will be for $1000.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Applications are due to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th. 

Smyth County Moose Lodge Scholarship:  This is a need based scholarship awarded by the local chapter.  Student eligible must plan on attending a 2 or 4 year school next fall.  Proof of financial need (a copy of SAR from FAFSA) and a school transcript as well as two letters of recommendation will need to accompany your application.  You do not have to be a son or daughter of a Moose Lodge member to apply.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  Due to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th!
Shantel Darnell Memorial Scholarship Fund:  The recipient must be going into Elementary education and must maintain a “B” average or better.  Of all those who qualify under these requirements, the Marion Senior High School scholarship committee will pick and recommend to the trustees the one to receive the scholarship on the basis of greatest need.  Applicants must submit an essay on “Why do you want to be an Elementary Education Teacher and why do you feel that you need this scholarship?”  Please submit all essays to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th!

Evelyn M. Veselik Memorial Award of Excellence:  This $300 award is presented to a student who excels in the study of Family and Consumer Sciences with special emphasis in the areas of Independent Living, Life Planning and Nutrition and Wellness.  The student must be a senior, have overall good grades, demonstrate success in Family and Consumer Sciences coursework, a positive attitude, and helpfulness to others.  See Mrs. Spencer for an application.  ALL applications must be submitted back to Mrs. Spencer by March 29th!   
Southwest Virginia Alliance for Manufacturing / SVAM:  This is a new scholarship and fabulous opportunity! This scholarship is awarded to a student who is planning to major in a manufacturing related field such as Human Resources, Business Management, Engineering, Tech Maintenance, Accounting, or Computers.  For an application, please see Mrs. Spencer.  ALL applications MUST be turned in by March 15!  
******Please listen to announcements:  These scholarships are coming soon!*******
Sam Hambrick Memorial Rotary Scholarship: This scholarship is a one time award of $1000 will be given to a student who has earned a 3.5 GPA, plans to attend a two or four year college, demonstrates a successful record of community service, and are currently employed, demonstrating financial responsibility and outstanding work ethic.  
Art League of Marion Scholarship:  This scholarship is for students who plan on pursuing a degree in visual arts, performing arts or art education.  
Brie Reynolds Memorial Scholarship:  This memorial scholarship is given in honor of Brie Reynolds a former MSHS student who planned to pursue a degree in Pharmacy.  
Barbara Hollandsworth Memorial Scholarship:  The Barbara Hollandsworth Memorial Scholarship was established in 2010 by Marion Middle School faculty and staff to honor the memory of Barbara Hollandsworth.  Mrs. Hollandsworth taught middle school for 25 years.  Mrs. Hollandsworth, with all of her charming qualities, touched the lives of everyone with whom she met.  This $500 scholarship will be awarded to a student who had an under class with Mrs. Hollandsworth while at MMS.  
Gwyn Groseclose Memorial Scholarship:  The Gwyn Groseclose Memorial Scholarship has been established by Marion Middle School faculty and staff to honor the memory of Gwyn Groseclose.  
Wytheville Community College Educational Foundation Scholarships:  This is for all students who are planning on enrolling in at least six credit hours.  This scholarship application is in the guidance department and we encourage all seniors who have applied to WCC to come by and get one.  
Commonwealth Legacy Scholarship:  This $1000 scholarship will be awarded to a student who plans to attend WCC in the fall and meets the following criteria:  Must be attending college for the 1st time at WCC (not including dual credit), merit based, demonstrates academic excellence and a willingness to promote community college education, mentor future scholars, demonstrate a commitment to developing leadership potential, and must be a full time associate’s degree seeking student with plans to graduate from WCC.  
Dorothy Hall Scholarship:  This program was established to help Virginia Credit Union Members working toward their first undergraduate degree.  The VACU will award scholarships for an amount up to $2500 to 25 students across the state.  You must be a member of the credit union since September 2007.  
Basler Incentive Scholarship - ETSU:  The scholarship is designed for students who have declared a major at ETSU in the Department of Engineering Technology, Surveying and Digital Media.  For more information please call 423-439-7822 or email Ms. Peggy Delong at delongp@etsu.edu.  
Atkins Ruritan Club:  This local scholarship is need-based and will be given to a senior who is planning on attending a four-year college in the fall. You MUST live in the Atkins area.  Please come by Mrs. Spencer’s office to pick up the application.  A copy of your FAFSA, an application and a short essay are required.  
Smyth County Educational Foundation, Inc:  There are five $1000 scholarships available to students who are planning to attend a 4-year college, community college or technical school, including SCTC, next year.  While these scholarships are open to all students, CTE students will be given priority.
Additional Websites you may want to visit for scholarships!

www.dosomething.org/scholarships
www.studentscholarsh
DON”T FORGET!!!!! The following scholarships are still due!

Granville Meade due 3-8

Bank of Marion due 3-8

Engineering Scholarship 3-8

Wayne Henderson 3-15

Greever Crouse due 3-25

Cancer Outreach due 4-12

VA Sheriff’s Institute due 4-22
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