Literary terms for Romeo & Juliet

1. Drama- a story written to be performed by actors.  The script of a drama is made up of dialogue- the words the actors say- and stage directions,, which are comments on how and where action happens.

The drama’s setting is the place where the action occurs.  It is indicated by one or more sets that suggest interior or exterior scenes.  Props are objects, such as a sword or a cup of tea, that are used onstage.

At the beginning of most plays, a brief exposition gives the audience some background information about the characters and the situation.  Just as in a story or novel, the plot of a drama is built around characters in conflict.

Dramas are divided into large units called acts and into smaller units called scenes.  A long play may include many sets that change with the scenes, or it may indicate o change of scene with lighting.

2. Characters are the people or animals who take part in a literary work.  Round characters have many personality traits, like real people.  Flat characters, on the other hand, are one-dimensional, embodying only a single trait.  Shakespeare’s plays often include flat characters who provide comic relief.

3. Dramatic foil-is a character who highlight or bring out the personality traits of another character in a play.

4. Paradox is a contradiction in words. P.678,679

5. Text aids-the explanations of words and passages appearing in the margins-makes it easier to understand the English of Shakespeare’s day.

6. Blank verse is unrhymed verse written in iambic pentameter, or ten-syllable lines in which every second syllable is stressed.  P,.697

7. Soliloquy-is a speech in which a character, alone on stage, expresses his or her thoughts to the audience. p.727

8. Aside is a remark made to the audience, unheard by the other characters.

There are two differences between these devices.  First, a soliloquy is usually lengthy; and aside is brief.  Second, a soliloquy is usually spoken when no other characters are present; an aside is delivered with other characters present but unable to hear.  Both devices, however, let the audience know what a character is really thinking or feeling.

9. Monologue is a lengthy speech.  Unlike a soliloquy, however, a monologue is addressed to other characters, not to the audience. P.729

10. Paraphrase-to identify key ideas and words and express them in your own words. P. 721

11. Dramatic irony is a contradiction between what a character thinks or says and what the audience or reader know to be true. P.746

12. Parallel structure-the expression of similar ideas in similar grammatical forms. P. 746, 757

13. predict- to make educated guesses about the direction of future events in a literary work by considering what you know about the characters and thinking about how they’d be most likely to respond to their situations.

14. foreshadowing-clues about events yet to occur.  Foreshadowing helps you in making predictions.

15. Tragedy is a drama in which the central character meets with disaster or great misfortune.  The central character’s downfall is usually the result of fate, a serious character flaw, or a combination of the two.

16. Metaphor- a figure of speech in which one thing is spoken of as though it were something else. p.767

17. Personification-a type of figurative language in which a nonhuman subject is given human characteristics. p.677

18. Punctuating words of direct address.  When words of direct address appear in the middle of a sentence, they are preceded and followed by commas; when used at the beginning of a sentence, they are followed by a comma; and when used at the end, they are preceded by a comma.  “Nurse, where’s my daughter?”

P. 696

19. Theme-is a central message or insight into life revealed through the literary work.

20. Plot-the sequence of events in a literary work.

