Rules and Grading Procedures for Miss Penley’s Honors Algebra II Class
Rules
Rules are a necessary part of life.  They help us know the boundaries for our behavior.  Following the rules also helps to more effectively show respect for others around us.

1.  Be in the classroom when the tardy bell begins to ring.  You will be allowed three hall passes for the entire session.

2.  Bring your math book, your completed assignment, non-spiral paper, graph paper, and a pen or pencil to class with you each day.

3.  Be responsible for getting make-up assignments and completing them.  Please be aware that any student absent for more than eight days will be required to appeal for academic credit. 
4.  Only second period students may eat in this classroom.  The only drinks allowed in this classroom are water/fruit juices in clear plastic bottles. 

5.  Follow all school rules.  This includes rules for proper dress, the no electronic devices rule, no cheating rules, attendance rules, and all other school rules in the student handbook and the student code of conduct.  
6.  Assist in the learning process whenever possible.  Your actions should aid the learning process, not hinder it.  Follow directions.  Stay quiet and listen when the teacher is explaining something to the class.  Be courteous to your classmates and to your teacher.  Respect the property of the school, the property of the teacher, and the property of other students.  If you do not understand anything in class, ask a question, or ask for the concept to be re-explained.  Miss Penley will usually be available before and after school if you need extra help.  In case of extreme emergency, you may call Miss Penley before 8:30 p.m. at 247-4686.
Consequences
1.  Warning

2.  Warning and possible phone call home

3.  Phone call home and 30 minutes detention after school with Miss Penley

4.  Referral to Attendance Office

Remember to bring the $5.00 Math Fee as soon as possible!
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Grading Procedures
Your grade will be derived from four sources:  (1) classwork/homework, (2) quizzes, (3) tests, and (4) term exams.  Following is a brief description of each.

1.  Classwork and/or homework will be assigned each day.  You can earn a grade of 100 on a classwork/homework paper by completing it according to directions.  A list of answers is not acceptable.  The problem must be written down, the work shown, and the answer presented.  Graphs must be on graph paper.  Some students prefer to do the entire assignment on graph paper, and that is acceptable (many times preferable).  If a paper is completed but is grossly inaccurate, it may be redone with no penalty.  The grade for an otherwise late paper, however, will be severely penalized ( < 70).  No homework assignment will be accepted after the test has been given on the material.  I try to post assignments weekly on my math webpage:  http://www.quia.com/pages/shhspenleyj.html .  Assignments are also posted in the classroom.  The average of your classwork/homework grades will count 16% of your term grade before the term exam (13.6% after the term exam).

2.  Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.  They will cover very recent material and will check your knowledge of notes, of reading material assigned to you, and problems you have done.  Quizzes are ordinarily four to ten problems, are sometimes given orally, and usually take ten to fifteen minutes to complete.  The average of your quizzes will count 16% of your term grade before the term exam (13.6 % after the term exam).
3.  Tests will be given every five to seven days and will be announced one or two days in advance.  Tests are a major part of your grade so you should put forth extra effort to study for them.  Most of your tests in this class will consist of a calculator portion and a non-calculator portion.  The average of your tests will count 68% of your grade before the term exam (57.8 % after the term exam).
4.  Term exams will be given at the end of each term.  Your exam will count 15% of your final term grade.  A final grade of C or above in Honors Algebra II is recommended for Advanced Algebra and Trig, and a final grade of B or above in Honors Algebra II is recommended for Honors Advanced Algebra and Trig.

A word about calculators:  The calculator you will use during tests will be the classroom TI-83 Plus calculator assigned to you.  For this reason the best calculator for you to own is one of the TI-82, the TI-83, or the TI-84 families of calculators, although the TI-nSpire will do what we will need to do for this class.  The TI-85, TI-86, TI-89, and the TI-92 are not recommended for any math class at Science Hill.

If you buy a TI graphing calculator, please bring in the UPC code from the package to your math teacher.  The school can use those to get free materials and equipment from TI.  For example, most of the Science Hill teachers’ overhead projector calculator packages were obtained through the student donation of UPC symbols from their calculators.
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