Study Guide 
Pottery Terminology

Aesthetics – The branch of philosophy that deals with issues of beauty such as what is considered to be beautiful and what is considered to be art.
Alumina – A primary ingredient in clay and glazes. It strengthens the clay, adds cohesion to a glaze, and greatly reduces gloss to produce a matte surface.  
Banding Wheel - A revolving wheel head which sits on a pedestal base. It is turned by hand and used for creating pottery. 
Bat – A base for throwing, hand building, or trying; usually made of plastic, pressboard, plywood, or plaster.

Bisque Fire - First firing, without glaze. Slips can be used in a bisque firing. 

Blistering – A defect, caused by glazes being applied to thickly. Air pockets just below the surface of the clay will sometimes cause the glaze to bubble if the air cannot escape.
Bone Dry - Completely air dried. 


Burnishing - The ancient rubbing process of burnishing polishes the outside skin of a clay pot while greatly reducing its porosity. This finishing is done by hand, using a stone or a metal piece which is usually embedded in a wad of wet clay that perfectly fits the burnisher's hand. 


Centering - Technique to move the clay in to a symmetrical rotating axis in the middle of a wheel head. 

Chuck – A clay shape used to secure leather hard pieces in place for trimming on the wheel.
Clay - Alumina + silica + water. 

Coil - A piece of clay rolled like a rope, used in making pottery. 
Color Loss – Caused by either over firing or to thin of an application of glaze.

Cone - Pyrometric - A pyramid composed of clay and glaze, made to melt and bend at specific temperatures. It is used in a kiln to determine the end of a firing or in some electric kilns it shuts off a kiln setter. 


Crazing - The cracking of a glaze on a fired pot. It is the result of the glaze shrinking more than the clay body in cooling process. 

Crawling - A bare spot (from the shrinking of a glaze) on a finished piece where oil, grease or dust prevents the glaze from adhering to pottery. 


Dunting – Types of cracking caused by cooling vessels too rapidly after firing. 
Earthenware - A low fired clay body. Glazed pottery is fired to a temperature of 1,830 - 2,010 degrees Fahrenheit. Available in red or also white.


Engobe - Colored clay slip used to decorate leather hard pieces before bisque firing. 
Extruding – The process of shaping clay by forcing it through a die.
Fettling Knife – A long tapered knife used for cutting and trimming clay.

Fire - Heating a clay object in a kiln, to a specific temperature. 


Flange – A clay ridge that holds the lid of a pot, allowing it to rest securely. 
Foot - Base of a ceramic form 


Glaze - A thin coating of glass, an impervious silicate coating, which is developed in clay ware by the fusion under heat of inorganic materials. 


Glaze firing - The final firing, with glaze. 

Greenware - Unfired pottery. 

Incise – To remove clay by carving. 
Kiln - A furnace of refractory clay bricks for firing pottery. 


Kiln Furniture - Refractory posts and shelves used for stacking pottery in the kiln for firing. 

Leather Hard - Stage of the clay between plastic and bone dry. Clay is still damp enough to join it to other pieces using slip. For example, this is the stage handles are applied to mugs. 
Low Fire - Clay or glazes that are fired within the kiln temperature range of cone 015 to cone 02.

Matt or Matte – Dull surface, not shiny.

Maturing Point - The temperature at which the clay becomes hard and durable. 

Mishima – A surface decoration technique whereby an impressed design is filled with a different colored clay slip.

Oxidation - Firing with a full supply of oxygen. Electric kilns fire in oxidation. 
Paperclay – Mix of clay, paper pulp and water that is very strong and flexible and has a extremely low shrinkage rate.

Pinch - Manipulate clay with you fingers in your palm to a hollow shape.
Pinholing – This defect is caused by dirty or dusty ware or to fast of a firing.
Plasticity - The quality of clay which allows it to be manipulated into different shapes without cracking or breaking. 
Porcelain - White stoneware, made from clay prepared from feldspar, china clay, flint  and whiting. 
Porous- pottery that is capable of accepting moisture.


Potters Wheel - A device with either a manual (foot powered) or an electric rotating wheel head used to sit at and make pottery forms. 


Pug - To mix. 


Pug Mill - A machine used for mixing clay and recycling clay. 

Reduction - Firing with reduced oxygen in the kiln.
Refractory – The quality of being able to withstand high temperatures without melting.
Relief – Sculptural or decorative forms that project from a flat background.


Rib - A rubber, metal or wooden tool, used in the creation of pottery forms. 

Scoring – Scratching the edges of clay before joining them together.

Sgraffito – A decorating technique where a layer of slip applied to a clay body is scratched through to reveal the clay color.

Shard - A fragment of pottery.
Shivering – A glaze flaw; sections of glaze lift off a piece.

Short - Clay that is non-plastic and breaks or crumbles easily.

Slab - Pressed or rolled flat sections of clay used in hand building. 

Slab Roller - A mechanical device used to prepare clay slabs.
Slip - Clay mixed with water to a mayonnaise consistency, used to join clay pieces together.
Slurry - A thick slip. 
Sprig – A decoration in relief, attached to greenware with slip.

Stain - Oxide and water, used as a colorant for bisque wear. 

Stoneware - All ceramic wear fired between 2,100 and 2,300 degrees. 

 Templete - A pattern used to shape the profile of a piece.


Throwing - Creating ceramic shapes on the potter’s wheel.
Trimming – The process of refining a leather-hard shape with cutting tools.
Under Fired - A clay or glaze fired below its maturing point.
Viscosity – The state, quality, property or degree of a liquid.

Vitrification - The firing of pottery to the point of glossification or to the point where the clay will no longer accept moisture.
 
Ware - A term for any ceramic.
Wax Resist - A decorative technique where liquid wax is applied to fired or unfired ware; the wax portion resists the surface treatment.
Wedging - A method of kneading clay to make it homogenous by cutting and rolling.

While working on your pot it is important to pay attention to all the parts, foot, rim belly, shoulder etc.

The only two tools needed to create a piece of pottery are your hands.

The basic elements of clay are alumina, silica, and water.

The five methods used to create hand built pottery are coil, slab, pinch, drape and mold.
It is important to score and slip clay, which will be joined together, so they will not fall apart.
