*Per page 31 of the student handbook: “Cheating is defined as engaging in deceptive or dishonest practices in an effort to earn grades or receive unmerited awards.  The term cheating shall apply to all dishonest practices in connection with testing and other activities involving schoolwork.  Cheating also includes allowing another student to copy one’s work or test…”

The Crucible

**IF YOU ARE ABSENT while we are reading/discussing, do the following when you return:

1. Make up the reading on your own time.

2. Fill in study guide questions on your own time.

3. If you have any questions after reading/answering study guide questions, please ask ME to go over the questions with you (we will need to discuss the best time to do so).  YOU MAY NOT COPY ANOTHER PERSON’S STUDY GUIDE.  This is a graded assignment, so copying = academic dishonesty.

4. After an absence, you have 2 days per day of absence to catch up.  It’s your responsibility to make sure I mark your study guide.

You will receive no credit for the days’ reading if:
1. You have your head down during reading.

2. You do not have your book or study guide.

3. You are talking.

4. You are not writing on your study guide as we discuss.

5. You are doing other work/reading.

6. You are otherwise inattentive.

       Act 1

1. Define the word “crucible,” both literally and metaphorically:

Literal definition:

Metaphoric definition:

2. Why do you think Miller begins with background information rather than immediately plunging into the action?

3. Why do you think Miller brings up those who hang around the tavern playing games?  
What prediction can you make, based on this reference?

4. What does it mean to believe one holds the candle that lights the world?

5. How do you interpret Miller’s main idea about the witchcraft trials?

6. What can you interpret about Parris’s character?

7. The real Abigail Williams was eleven years old in 1692.  How does Miller attempt to establish Abigail’s motives, by changing her age?

8. What can you infer about Puritan beliefs when Parris says “And what shall I say to them?  That my daughter and my niece I discovered dancing like heathen in the forest?”

9. What does this passage reveal about Parris’s character?

10. What is Parris implying when he asks Abigail if her name in the town in entirely white?

11. Do you think that Abigail is telling the truth about Goody Proctor?  
Why or why not?

What might Abigail’s hostility toward Goody Proctor foreshadow?

12. Why is Mrs. Putnam convinced that Betty flew over Ingersoll’s barn?  
Why is she so ready to believe that witchcraft is the cause of the girls’ condition?

13. According to Mrs. Putnam, what are Ruth’s symptoms?

What are Betty’s symptoms?

Why might Miller change the girls’ symptoms from the historical symptoms?

What might he be implying by giving Betty and Ruth different symptoms?

14. What is the “abyss” that Putnam is trying to get Parris to move toward?  
Why?

15. Why does Mrs. Putnam want to believe that witchcraft has taken hold in Salem?
Does this explanation make you feel more compassion for Mrs. Putnam?

Why or why not?

16. What does Mrs. Putnam admit to doing?

How would this action be viewed in her society?

Does she face any consequences for her actions?

Why or why not?

17. What other reason might Ruth have for not speaking?

18. What is your opinion of Parris?  
What evidence did you use?

19. What can you infer about Abigail from her actions?

20. What does this scene reveal about the girls and their relationship to each other?

21. Why did Abigail drink a charm kill Goody Proctor?
 What does this action reveal about Abigail’s character?

22. What is a “pointy reckoning”?  
What is Abigail threatening to do here?
23. What is Mary claiming here? 
 What is she hiding?

24. What is the tone of Abigail’s comment?  
What does it imply?

25. What important information does Abigail give John here?

26. What does Abigail want from John?

Why does she think he’s still interested in her?

27. Why is Abigail so angry when John Proctor calls her “child”?

28. How does Abigail view society, adults in particular, in Salem?  
29. How is Giles Corey’s interest in Betty’s flying different from Goody Putnam’s?  
30. What is Rebecca saying about Betty’s affliction?  
31. What does “not hungered yet” mean?

32. What does Mrs. Putnam mean when she says “There are wheels within wheels…and fires within fires”?  
What is her motivation for attacking Rebecca?

33. Is Reverend Parris being underpaid?  
Explain.

34. What does this passage suggest about Parris and his relationship to his parishioners?

35. What tone do you think John Proctor is using here?  
How does his tone reveal his motivation?

36. Define “breaking charity.”

What is Rebecca saying here?

37. What is humorous about Giles’ contention that their society’s problem is “everybody suing everybody else”?

38. Why does Giles feel “a sudden will to work”?

39. Why is Reverend Hale embarrassed by John Proctor’s comment?

40. Hale says he will not go on with his investigation unless everyone agrees to accept his results, no matter what they are.  What are the 2 possible results?

What do you think he will find?  
Why?

41. How does Hale see himself?  
What role does he think he will play in Salem?
42. What might be the result of Giles’s comments in this passage?  
Were his remarks wise?  
Why or why not?

43. What is Hale’s “deep” logic in this explanation?  
What contradictory or illogical conclusions could this lead to?

44. What’s the logical problem with Hale’s questioning technique?
45. Why do you think Abigail places the blame on Tituba?

46. What do you think actually makes Abigail laugh at church?

47. Why does Tituba suddenly change her story?  
48. Do you think Tituba should trust Reverend Hale?  
Why or why not?

49. What does Tituba’s “confession” here suggest about her life in Parris’s household?

50. What motivates Abigail to “confess”?  
Is this a wise move on her part, from her point of view?  
Why or why not?

51. Why do Hale, Parris, Putnam, and the other adults believe the children’s accusations without proof?

Act 2

1. Why do you think Miller includes this detail?  
What does it suggest about Proctor?

2. Why does John feel “a certain disappointment”?

3. Why does everyone follow Abigail as if she were a saint?

4. Do you think Elizabeth’s suspicion and pain are warranted at this point?  Are her questions justified, or should she not ask Proctor about Abigail at all?

5. Do you agree with Elizabeth’s assessment, that John isn’t telling what he knows b/c it would get Abigail into trouble? 
 What else could be motivating John to hold back?

6. Is John right to imply that Elizabeth has “broken charity” with him?  
How does this compare with John’s betrayal of Elizabeth?

7. Who is John really angry with here?
8. Why might Mary Warren give Elizabeth a doll?

9. How is the punishment for accused witches ironic and illogical?  
What does this suggest about the court’s true motivation?

10. Why does Mary Warren accuse Sarah Good? *I believe the textbook reference to “Goody Osburn is a typo.
How can you explain her sudden belief that she is a victim of witchcraft?

11. What do Mary’s words here indicate about her understanding of the witchcraft trials and their consequences?  

12. How is the almost-accusation of Elizabeth different from those who have come before?  
What does it signal?

13. What does this passage suggest about Mary’s ulterior motivations for participating in the trials?

14. To whom does Elizabeth refer?  
Do you agree with her assessment? 
Why or why not?

15. Why does John blush when he passes Abigail in church?  
What meaning might Abigail see in John’s blush?

16. What does this metaphor suggest about the relationship between John and Abigail?

17. How has Reverend Hale changed?

18. Why do you think Hale has come to visit the Proctors?

19. What do you think will happen to Rebecca Nurse?  
Why?

20. What does this anecdote reveal about Parris’s character?

21. What does Hale mean when he says that there is a “softness” in Proctor’s record?

22. What is ironic about Proctor’s forgetting this particular commandment?

23. What does Hale’s remark suggest about the Puritan character?

24. Do you think the courts will accept Proctor’s testimony?  
Why or why not?

25. What does this exchange suggest about Hale’s character? 
Why might he want to deny the explanation that Proctor offers for the court’s “confessions”?

26. Why do you think Miller has Proctor make the point that his wife cannot lie?

27. What parallels can you see behind the accusation of Rebecca and this accusation of Martha Corey?

28. How does Cheever feel about being a clerk of the court?  
What motivates him to do his job?

How does this compare to Herrick?

29. How do you think the court knew Elizabeth had the poppet?  
What does this suggest about Abigail?

30. What do you think the doll and the needle represent here?
31. How do you think the needle got into Abigail’s flesh?  
Why?

32. What does Proctor mean by saying Hale is a “broken minister”?

Is this a fair assessment of Hale’s character at this point?

Why or why not?

33. Proctor makes a valid and important point here.  At this point, why don’t people stand up to Abigail and the court?

34. Why do you think John “cannot bear to look at” Elizabeth now?  
What emotions is he experiencing?

35. What does Elizabeth’s behavior here reveal about her character?
36. Why do the authorities chain accused witches?

How can you tell?

37. What does Proctor mean when he says he will “pay” Herrick?

Does he really mean this?

38. Do you think John, Giles, and Francis will prevail and free their wives?  
Why or why not?

Act 3

1. How do the Judge Hathorne’s statements and questions reveal his attitude toward Martha Corey?

2. How have the charges against Martha Corey escalated since Act 2?  
3. What does Giles mean when he says he has “broke charity with the woman”?  
Do you agree with his assessment?  
Why or why not?

4. What motivates Francis Nurse to stand up to the judge?  
Do you think his action is courageous, or is it foolhardy?  
Explain.

5. What might be the real reason that Mary has been absent from court during the previous week?

6. Why won’t Judge Danforth accept Proctor’s deposition?  
Why is he concerned that Proctor might have spread the story through the village?

7. How does this passage reinforce the play’s theme, as suggested in the title?

8. Why do you think Hale tries to intervene?  
What is he feeling at this point in the proceeding?

9. Why is it important to the plot that Elizabeth is pregnant?

10. What is the purpose in Danforth telling Proctor that Elizabeth is pregnant?

11. Do you agree with Danforth’s assertion that the innocent need no lawyers?

Do people on trial need lawyers?  
Why or why not?

12. Why does Parris begin to sweat?

13. What is the flaw in Parris’s assertion? 

Why does he make this statement?

14. Why does Danforth try to force Giles to give the name of the man from whom he got the information?

15. What does Hale mean when he says “We cannot blink it more.  There is …”?

16. Is Giles correct in his assessment of Danforth?

Why or why not?

17. Why does Hale encourage Danforth to be cautious?

How has Hale changed?

18. Why does Danforth lose his temper with Parris?

19. What does Mary mean by “I am with God”?

20. Danforth is very deliberate and careful in his questions of Abigail and her followers  What assumption does Danforth make here about the faith of Abigail and the girls?  
Why is this a mistake?

21.   What does this passage reveal about Abigail’s character?

22. How far do you think John Proctor will go to save his wife?  
What reason will he give to explain his accusation that Abigail wants to murder Elizabeth?

23. Why does Parris keep interrupting the court proceedings?

24. Why can’t Mary Warren faint now?  
What is lacking?  

25. What is wrong with Danforth’s understanding of how Mary has “pretended”?

26. How is Abigail’s attitude toward the judges different from the attitude the other witnesses show?  
How can you explain this difference?

27. Why does Miller have John admit his guilt this way rather than through a letter or petition, for example?  
28. Why does John reveal his affair with Abigail?

29. What does Proctor mean by “the last night of my joy”?  
What is he saying about the past eight months?

30. What does this metaphor (bell) mean?  
How does it capture Proctor’s situation?

31. Why does Danforth have John and Abigail turn their backs on Elizabeth?  
What is the problem with this strategy?

32. Is Elizabeth’s assessment of John as a “good and righteous man” correct?  
Why or why not?

33. Earlier, we learned that Elizabeth never lies.  Why, then, does she lie here?  
How is her action ironic?

34. When Hale identifies “private vengeance” as the source of the testimony, whose words does he echo?  
From where in the play?

35. In this passage, how would you describe the effect of the children’s mimicry of Mary’s words?

36. Why does Mary Warren reject the truth and condemn John?

37. What detail in these lines undermines the credibility of the girls’ “affliction”?

38. What does Proctor mean when he says that “God is dead”?

39. What is your evaluation of Hale? Explain.
Act 4    

1. Why do you think Miller has Tituba and Sarah Good behave this way?
Herrick?

2. Do you think Hale is simply performing the traditional role of minister to the condemned, or is he himself seeking absolution? 

Why?
3. What is ironic about Cheever’s characterization of Parris here?

4. What outcome does Parris hope for at this point?  
Why?

5. Why might Abigail and Mercy have run away at this point?

6. Why is the situation in Andover important to the people of Salem?

Why is the court afraid of public opinion on this?      

7. How is public opinion changing in Salem? 
 
What has caused this change of heart?

8. What message do you think the dagger was meant to convey to Parris? 
 
What other explanation could there be for the dagger?

9. Why is Danforth’s comment ironic?

10. How does this passage highlight Danforth’s fundamental motivation in the trials?  
How are they different from those of other accusers?

11. Do you think Elizabeth will try to convince John to confess?  
Why or why not?

12. How does this speech help explain why Abigail and Mercy have fled Salem?  
What does it imply about Proctor’s efforts in court?

13. What does Hale’s sarcastic tone reveal about his state of mind?

14.   Do you agree with Hale’s belief that no principle justifies the taking of life?  
What principle, if any, may be worth dying for?

15. What does Hale mean by “before the laws of God we are as swine”?

16. What motivated Giles to die without confessing? 
How does his decision compare with John Proctor’s decision thus far?

17. How does the relationship between John and Elizabeth change throughout the play (go act by act)?
I.

II.

III.

IV.
18. According to Elizabeth, why was she always suspicious of John’s love?  
Do you think her feelings are understandable? 
Why or why not?

19. What is Proctor trying to make himself believe here?

20. In what sense might Proctor feel that he has indeed bound himself “to the Devil’s service”?

21. Since people have already testified that they saw Rebecca with the devil, why does Danforth want John to verify it?

22. Why is John reluctant to sign his name to the confession?  
Does this “signing” ceremony call to mind any other symbolic signatures in the play?

23. What does John Proctor mean when he refers to his name?  
Why is his name so important to him?   

24. Why does this act, which some (such as Hale) can only see as suicidal, represent for Proctor some “shred of goodness” in him?
25. What does this speech reveal about Reverend Hale’s faith?  
26. Do you agree with Hale that John’s decision to die is based on vanity, or do you agree with Elizabeth that he now has “goodness”?
Why?

After the play
1. Define the following stage directions, and find an example of each in the play:


Dialogue


Def:


Ex:


Soliloquy


Def:


Monologue


Def:


Ex:


Aside


Def:

2. Find an example of each of the following themes in the play:


Intolerance:


Hysteria:


Reputation:

3. Define each plot element below, and give a short summary of that plot element in the play:

Exposition
Def:

Play:

Initial Incident
Def:

Play:

Rising Action
Def:

Play:

Climax
Def:

Play:

Falling Action
Def:

Play:

Denouement
Def:

Play:

Salem Witch Trials/The Crucible
Keep track of history vs. fiction by writing what happened in real life on one side, and what happened in the play on the other.  You must find at least 15 differences.
The Crucible 








History
· Parris is a widower ------------------------------------------------------( Mrs. Parris died 4 years after the SWT
Characters in The Crucible
Students are required to earn 20 points for full credit for reading.  You must also act out stage directions in order to receive credit. You can do this by mixing up small/medium/large parts.  No more than 5 extra credit points will be recorded.  If someone is absent while they are supposed to be playing a character, the role will be recast and points will be split.

Act 1    

Small (5 points)

Susanna 

Mary Warren

Betty

Mercy

Rebecca

Medium (10 points)

Tituba

Mrs. Putnam

Proctor

Giles

Large (15 points)

Narrator

Parris

Abigail

Putnam

Hale

Act 2

Small (5)
Giles

Francis 

Herrick

Medium (10)

Cheever

Large (15)

Narrator

Elizabeth

Proctor

Mary Warren

Hale

Act 3

Small

Hathorne

Martha Corey

Herrick

Francis

Cheever

Putnam

Mercy Lewis (also part of “Girls”)

Susanna Walcott (also part of “Girls”)

Medium

Giles

Hale

Parris

Mary Warren

Abigail (also part of “Girls”)

Elizabeth

Large

Narrator

Danforth 

Proctor

Act 4

Small

Herrick

Sarah Good

Tituba

Hopkins

Hathorne

Cheever

Rebecca

Medium

Parris

Hale

Elizabeth

Large

Narrator

Danforth

Proctor

Movie Questions

Film version of The Crucible

*If you are absent at any point during the viewing of this film, you must rent and watch it on your own time (you have one week to do so).  Copying another student’s movie questions is not an acceptable alternative; consequences for academic dishonesty apply.  Anyone sleeping and/or talking during the movie will not receive points for questions.

Aspects to consider unique to film include: camera angle, lighting, sound effects (including the use of silence), music, and physical appearances of both characters and settings.

1.
Name one suspenseful moment in the film.  Discuss that moment and the aspects of film (see above) that created suspense.

2.
Consider one moment where camera angle, specifically, created a particular feeling (usually suspense or irony).  Discuss that moment.

3. 
What physical characteristics would a casting agent have to consider when casting the role of John Proctor?

4.
To what effect is music used in this film?  Relate two difference musical sounds and the different moods they evoke, specific to scenes from the film.

5. Consider and describe one moment in this film that displays the effective use of silence to convey a message.

6. Filmmakers have a great deal more freedom to move setting and order of events than playwrights do.  Discuss one specific example from the movie where setting or order of events has been changed from the play, in terms of it being more effective.


