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October 2, 2008


Dear Parents,


Kindergarten has gotten off to a wonderful start.  We have been so busy learning this month.  It is amazing how many new rules, routines, and things we have learned during September.  All of the children have worked hard to remember school and classroom rules, and we don’t need many reminders about them anymore.  We have learned how to unpack and start our day, and how to clean up and pack for home at the end of the day.  The children have practiced using their lunch numbers and are getting very independent and fast at going through the lunch line.  We have learned how to finish work, how to switch groups, how to use the computers, and how to put away everything when we are finished.  Wow, it seems like just yesterday we were all a bit nervous about school starting and now we are going full swing.


I hope you all noticed the new calendar in your child’s folder.  I have made a few changes.  Each day we will place a sticker on the calendar if your child has emptied the papers from the folders and you have initialed the calendar.  In the afternoon I will put a smiley face, sticker, or stamp on if your child has had a good day.  If your child has had difficulty I will use the number code to let you know what areas were difficult that day.  This allows you to discuss the day with your child.  You are welcome to contact me if you have questions or concerns.


Last month during our reading and language block we worked on many different skills.  We worked hard to establish a routine for reading groups.  We also worked hard to feel more confident about our writing.  All the children are encouraged to “write the letters they hear” when we are working on writing.  I am very happy to see beginning sounds on many words.  We will encourage this “creative spelling” all year to help the children get their ideas on paper.  As we learn more letters, sounds, and words we will help the children edit their work.  We have enjoyed reading “Mary Wore Her Red Dress”, “The Wheels on the Bus”, “From Head to Toe”, and “Mice Squeak, We Speak.”  We have learned to tell how things are the same and different, and how to use pictures to find clues.  


Math has focused on direction words.  We have learned top, middle, bottom, above, below and between.  We enjoyed reading “Rosie’s Walk” and writing our own “Rosie’s Walk” books.  Now we are learning to sort and graph.  We will be learning how to make and read a picture graph and sort by various attributes.  Our next unit will focus on identifying and extending a pattern.  All of these skills will be used throughout the year. 


We have finished our science unit on the 5 senses.  Our next unit focuses on seasonal changes in the fall.  We started it off with “Apple Day.”   We had a great time painting with apples, sorting apples, making patterns, reading about apples, and writing about apples.  We will continue to discuss the life cycle of apples and also pumpkins.  During October we will have a field trip to Bush Neck Farm to pick apples and pumpkins.  Please watch for more information.


Our focus in Social Studies has been school rules and citizenship.  We are also talking about families.  In October we will be learning about fire safety and we will have a visit from the York County Fire Department.


Attached you will find our classroom directory.  You can use this to contact other families in our class.  If you see a mistake, please let me know so it can be corrected.  

I hope you will visit our class website.  The address is http://www.quia.com/pages/sk8mom.html.  I try to keep it updated with events and pictures.  


Thank you all for helping us get off to a fantastic start this year.  I am looking forward to all the rest of the learning and fun we have planned.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  You can email me at kmaloney@ycsd.york.va.us or call me at 898-0403.









Sincerely,
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