Answers for Writing Skills Test Review 

Test

· 23 multiple-choice (pronoun-antecedent agreement, passive vs. active voice, identifying sentence types)

· 8 sentences- punctuate properly using commas

· 5 sentences- changing from the passive voice to the active voice

· 9 sentences converting clauses into one of the sentence types (simple, compound, complex, compound complex)

Writing Skills Review:

Commas: Between independent clauses, in a series, to separate adjectives, and after introductory phrases and clauses
Directions: Place commas in each sentence.  Some will require more than one comma. 

1. While traditional painters filled their canvases with objects that a viewer could easily identify, abstract artists were likely to fill their canvases with shapes swirls and thick paint. 
2. Pablo Picasso, Alexander Calder, and Henry Moore all created abstract art. 
3. These bold, innovative artists rejected many of the rules and customs of earlier art. 
4. To provide contrast in their art, some abstract painters left portions of their canvases unpainted.

5. The critics began to call Pollock and others like him “action painters,” but most people today simply refer to them as abstract painters. 
Passive Voice vs. Active Voice: Be able to identify both. You want to favor the active voice.

Directions: Rewrite the following in ACTIVE VOICE
1. The statue is being visited by hundreds of tourists every year.
Hundreds of tourists visit the statue each year. 
2.  My books were stolen by someone yesterday.
Someone stole my books yesterday. 
3.  These books had been left in the classroom by a careless student.
A careless student left these books in the classroom. 
4.  Coffee is raised in many parts of Hawaii by plantation workers.
Plantation workers raise coffee in many parts of Hawaii. 
5.  Their home had been broken into by someone while they were on vacation.
Someone broke into their home while they were on vacation. 
Pronoun-antecedent agreement

· Practice the following

1.      Each of the suspects had (his, their) own alibi.

2.      Jeff and Isabel planned (his and her, their) wedding.
3.      Did John or Susie announce (his or her, their) intent to run for class president?

4.      Neither the nails nor the hammer was returned to (its, their) proper place.

5.      Everyone turned in (his or her, their) drama reviews in advance of the due date.

6.      All of the students turned in (his or her, their) papers on time.

7.      If any one of the students has misplaced (his or her, their) lunch cards, (he or she, they) can ask for a replacement from the lunch lady.

8.      The state of Florida does not treat (its, their) public employees fairly.

9.      Both of the women have made (her, their) opinions known.

10.    Several of the actresses know (her, their) lines by heart.

Sentence Variety- Practice the following 

· Be able to identify and formulate simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences
· Practice on the attached sheet

· Understand the difference between an independent clause and a dependent clause
· Complex sentences- be able to identify dependent marker words
· Be able to write a compound, complex, and compound sentence when given a series of independent clauses. 
· Understand the three ways to form a compound sentence
Directions: Rewrite the following sentences using the three methods to create compound sentences.

· He could not go on. He was just too tired.
· Semicolon:

He could not go on; he was just too tired. 
· Coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS):

He was just too tired, so he could not go on. 
· Conjunctive adverb (you may need to switch the order for this one):

He was just too tired; therefore, he could not go on. 
Directions: Convert the following into a complex sentence: She needed laundry detergent. She went to the store. 

Because she needed laundry detergent, she went to the store. 
Directions: Convert the following into a compound-complex sentence: Sarah needed laundry detergent. She went to the store. She also bought juice. 
Because Sarah needed laundry detergent, she went to the store, and she also bought juice. 

Attached page answers: Types of sentences

1. simple

2. compound

3.  compound-complex

4. complex

5. simple

6. simple

7. compound

8. compound

9. compound-complex

10. compound

11. simple

12. compound-complex

13. compound
