Mrs. Stephanie Collins
English Department

847-392-4050 x309
scollins@saintviator.com

Availability: before and after school, periods 2, 6, & 8, and by appointment
English 9 Syllabus
2009-2010
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  English 9 explores literature as students learn to apply the principles of analysis to the genres of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.  The course emphasizes basic skills of composition, grammar and usage, and vocabulary development.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS / REQUIRED MATERIALS

Summer Reading

· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Texts

· McDougal Littell Literature 2008
· Romeo and Juliet, A Parallel Text – Perfection Learning Co, 2005 
OTHER MATERIALS

· Folder or binder 

· Notebook to be used exclusively for this class 

· Loose leaf paper

· Blue or black pens, pencils and highlighter 

· Red or green pens for correcting work

· Flash Drive

· Assigned texts and packets as we are working on them


· Agenda

COURSE OBJECTIVES / STUDENT OUTCOMES

The student will:

· define and identify literary elements such as plot, conflict, setting, characterization,  point of view, and theme

· identify literary techniques such as irony, foreshadowing, and allusion

· interpret figurative language and symbols

· compare/contrast characters, plots, and themes from selections

· relate literature to life

· use critical thinking skills to analyze selections, make inferences, or evaluate the work of various authors

· support oral and written statements with specific textual references

· expand vocabulary

· review grammar and usage and apply these correctly

· express ideas in a variety of essays using basic organizational patterns

· evaluate one’s own writing as well as that of peers

· revise and rewrite compositions as part of the writing process

· write some creative selections.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS
1.  Required materials
A. Please be prepared for class (Agenda, notebook, folder, pens, and appropriate texts). You will get ONE pass each quarter to leave the class.  Once you use the pass, you may not leave class again during the semester unless it is an emergency. If you don’t use it, you will earn 5 extra credit points for the quarter. 

B. Maintain an orderly and complete notebook to be used for this class only.

C. Maintain a two-pocket folder or binder in which you will keep handouts, some assignments, and a supply of loose-leaf paper. Do not throw anything away as you will need it to study for your final exam. 

2.  Classroom policy and procedures

A. Please show respect for yourself, your classmates, your environment, and me. This means no put downs! Remember that we are all humans, and we all make mistakes.

B. Be punctual for class and in your seat when the bell rings.  Three tardies will result in detention.
C. You must be in your seats when the bell rings and will not be permitted to leave your seats until the dismissal bell rings. This means no packing up books before the class ends or gathering by the door. You will make it to your next class! 
D. Come prepared to class and ready to participate in class activities.

E. Work cooperatively with other students on assigned projects. Everyone must pull their own weight!

F. If there is a problem related to this class, please come speak to me. I will not speak with individual students during class as it is disruptive to the rest of the class.

G. Have fun and be positive!

3.  Saint Viator High School English Department Late Work Policy
The English department’s late work policy is as follows:

A. If you are in the building on the day an assignment is due, you must turn it in to your teacher by the start of class, regardless of whether you attend class or not.

B. Late work will be scored according to the following scale:

i. Up to 1 day late: 25% deduction

ii. 2 days late: 50% deduction

iii. More than 2 days late: no credit

4.  Participation- 40 Points Each Month

A. Each day I expect that you will be on time and in your seat when the bell rings, ready to work with your appropriate text out, notebook, folder, writing utensil, Agenda, completed homework (including reading assignments), and any other materials necessary for that day.  Additionally, you must take care of any business with me before school.   

B. Your behavior and overall contribution to the class also contributes to your participation point total. This includes, but is not limited to, equal contribution to group work, being alert and engaged in class (no heads on desks), not speaking out of turn, respecting everyone in the class, not disrupting the class in any way, and having a positive attitude- it’s contagious.

C. You will lose points if you violate these rules. I will keep a running tally throughout the month, but I will not assign a grade until the end of the month.  

5.  Evaluation/grades

A. Be prepared for pop quizzes on assigned readings and notes.

B. I will announce dates and contents of major tests in advance. 

C. Due dates will be announced for each stage of the writing process for essays.

D. Points are assigned to quizzes, tests, projects, essays, homework, use of Agenda, student points, and participation.  Grades are determined by dividing earned points by the total points possible for the marking period.  

E. Semester grades are a combination of each quarter percentage (40%) and a cumulative semester exam (20%).    

F. I rarely give extra credit, and it is never given to individual students. Therefore, do not expect to receive extra credit to make up for missing work or poor grades that occurred earlier in the semester. If you keep up with your work and put forth a great effort, you will do great!

6.  Attendance/absence

A. Students are responsible for work missed during excused absences.  This includes getting notes for material covered in class.

B. You can find each week’s handouts in the folder attached to the bulletin board. 

C. If you are absent, you must make necessary arrangements with me promptly upon your return to school. This may not be done during class. If possible, please meet with me before school or arrange a mutually convenient time to speak with me. 

7.  Teacher availability


 I will be available at the request of students at a mutually convenient time.

8.  Ethics and Honesty
Plagiarism is “to use and pass off as one's own the ideas or writings of another" (American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. Edition 4: 2000). Everything you submit must demonstrate original work and views. Any ideas, or quotations intentionally borrowed from other sources must be properly and accurately cited and credited. Unless I specifically tell you that group or partner work is part of an assignment, all work must be done individually. You may be asked to submit your work electronically to a plagiarism detection website, and all work is subject to random computer checks for plagiarism. All cases of academic dishonesty will be handled according to school policy.  I expect students to act honestly, and won't assume you are cheating unless I see evidence. If I am wrong, talk with me.

9. All major writing assignments will be submitted through Turnitin.com. 

TURNITIN PROPOSALS

Saint Viator High School has entered into a licensing agreement with Turnitin.com. This is an Internet based computer system that uses a compilation of the Internet, academic database and student submissions to check papers for original writing. The goal is to teach students to express themselves effectively and properly through writing and to avoid plagiarism. The Internet provides many new opportunities for education. Most of our students use technology to communicate and to acquire information; however, with advancements in technology comes both accidental and intentional plagiarism. Papers submitted to the service are stored in their database as long as this service (Turnitin) remains in existence. Turnitin has taken steps to insure that student privacy is not violated. Saint Viator will further insure that privacy by allowing students to submit papers under assumed names.

COURSE OUTLINE 


A. Of Mice and Men (summer reading) 

B. Short Story Unit 
      1. structure of the short story 
      2. literary elements 
      3. analysis 
      4. 5 Paragraph Essay 

C. Epic Poem: The Odyssey by Homer 
      1. Homer’s life 
      2. conventions of an epic 
      3. traits of the epic hero 
      4. major themes 

D. Non-Fiction (embedded in the curriculum)
      1. narratives – autobiography, memoir, biography, narrative essay 
      2. informative – expository & persuasive essays 
      3. analysis 

E. Poetry 
      1. types of poetry 
      2. literary elements 
      3. poetry writing
      4. analysis 

F. Drama: The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
      1. life of William Shakespeare 
      2. Elizabethan Era 
      3. dramatic structure 
      4. dramatic conventions – aside, soliloquy, monologue, pun, blank        

               verse, irony 
           5. analysis 

G. Grammar and Composition 
      1. review grammar, usage, and mechanics 
      2. construct a thesis with an essay map 
      3. write topic and supporting sentences citing specific details,           

               reasons, or examples 
           4. construct conclusions that give the paper a sense of completion 
           5. learn basic organizational patterns for constructing paragraphs 
           6. revision and editing skills are emphasized 

H. Vocabulary
1. words in context  

2. synonyms and antonyms

3. vocabulary in literary selections

4. prefixes, suffixes, and roots                        

