Writing Assignment- Romeo and Juliet

Due Thursday, May 28th
50 points
Directions: Respond to each the following in a well-developed paragraph (7-10 sentence- no more, no less). Make sure you use specific evidence from the play to support your ideas. Maintain the 3rd person point of view. You will earn up to 10 points per response. Your answers must be typed. 

1. One theme present in Romeo and Juliet is that disobedience to recognized authorities invariably results in punishment. Discuss how this is the case in Romeo and Juliet. Which characters are rebellious to authority? What retribution do they pay?

2. Shakespeare deviates from Aristotle’s definition of the tragic hero in that it is not the hero who experiences recognition of the whole tragic situation, but other characters, instead. Who are these characters? Explain their epiphany as it relates to the tragedy.

3. Shakespeare mentions both fate and choice in the prologue of his play. Argue whether fate or choice plays a larger role in the outcome of Romeo and Juliet. Support your answer with specific evidence from the play. 
4. Romeo and Juliet is often referred to as the greatest love story ever told. Was it Shakespeare’s intention to write a story about true love? Defend your answer. 
5. Why did Shakespeare choose such a tragic ending for his play? Was he glorifying suicide, as he is often accused, or did he have another purpose? 
Extra Credit- 5 points: Would Romeo and Juliet’s relationship have worked out had they lived? Support your answer. 
