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Dear Parent,

I am pleased to have your son or daughter as a part of my Drafting I class.  This course is designed to give the student a basic understanding of the drafting profession and the framework of sound mechanical drawing.  This course provides a basis for some further studies in Engineering II & III and Architecture II & III.

This course is an elective and will be fast paced and challenging for every student.  The course will begin with mechanical drawing basics and will be taught using both traditional and high-end CADD applications.  Drafting I will include the following topics: Sketching, Basic Drafting Skills, Basic Geometric Terms and Constructions, Multiview Drawing, Basic Dimensioning Skills and Computer Aided Design and Drafting.

I am available to meet individually with students before and after school by appointment.  I am available to talk to parents during the day by phone or in person by appointment.  My department phone number is 233-4099.  If I am not readily available please leave a message and I will get back to you promptly. Of course, I can also be reached through email at snato@wcpss.net.  If you could please include your phone number and an email address (if you have one) so that I may contact you if needed, thank you. Also, please remember to check your child’s grades in their span account (Student Parent Access Network). I update grades every week and often every day.
This year Athens Drive will continue SMART (Students Maximizing Achievement with Resources and Time) Lunch, which will be an opportunity for students to get an extra help in their classes. Students may be assigned to Mandatory Guided Study if their performance in my class indicates that they will benefit. I will notify students when they are assigned to Mandatory Guided study on Mondays in my room at 10:23 – 10:48. In addition SMART lunch will provide opportunities for open tutorial sessions on Tuesdays in my classroom from 10:48 – 11:18. There is a complete explanation of SMART lunch and a schedule on the Athens Drive web site at athensdrive.com.
I am asking you to please help me to get to know your child. Please write a short letter describing anything you think would help us to be successful. Please include information about your child’s academic background including IEP and special needs information, study habits and extracurricular activities including sports and jobs. Phone numbers and email addresses would be appreciated. You may send your letter by your child, email it to me or mail it to me at the address provided at the top of this letter. This assignment is due by Tuesday, September 15th.
I look forward to working with your child and hope to see you at the Fall Semester Open House on Monday, September 14th at 6:00pm. 
Warmest Regards,

Sandra K. Nato 
Resources

· Parent Resources from wcpss.net: http://www.wcpss.net/parents_students.html   

· Athens Drive ’s web site: www.athensdrive.com 
· Full Explanation of the new High School Graduation Standards: 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/policies/highschoolexit 
· NC Standard Course of Study: http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/ 
· Collegeboard web site for AP, SAT, and PSAT: www.collegeboard.com 
· Problems with SPAN: Jeremy Parrish, jparrish@wcpss.net 
· Information on SAT Readiness Course: jparrish@wcpss.net
· Students Parent Access Network: span.wcpss.net 

Grading
· Parents can view grades through SPAN. Drafting grades will be updated usually weekly. Parents can pick up forms in the cafeteria, or you may download the forms from www.wcpss.net OR you may contact the main office to request SPAN parent account information.
· Grading scale

93  -  100
A

92  -  85
B

84  -  77
C

76  -  70
D

69  -  below
F

Important Dates to Remember
Fall Semester Open House: Monday, September 14th at 6:00 pm

Progress Report: Week of September 22nd, December 6th 

Quarter end Dates: October 28th and January 21st 
Report Cards Issued: November 4th and January 28th 
Early Release Dates: October 22nd & December 3rd 
Exam Dates: to be announced
Supplies Needed 
· 1-1/2” 3 Ring Notebook
· Multi-colored Highlighters (Any color except yellow)

· Tissues  

· Disinfecting Wipes 
· Option materials:


See through ruler

Mechanical Pencils with HB & 4H lead

Erasers such as Magic Rub

Dividers

WISHLIST  FOR DRAFTING
· Copier Paper

· Multi-colored Sharpie Fine and Ultra Fine Pens

· Multi-colored white board markers

Tutorial program/ Extra Help

· MGS on Mondays is a great time for the students to have extra time or help as needed.

· Tutorial B Sessions on Tuesday allow extra time or help as needed
· National Honor Society Students are available during B lunch on Mondays and both lunches on Wednesdays.
· Students have access to the FREE on-line SAT course through the collegeboard.  Students will get information about the free on-line course in the next homeroom.

· Other times are available before school, after school and at lunch. Advanced notice needs to be given with arrangements made for transportation.
Course requirements and Syllabus

· Class expectation sheet sent home explaining all rules and grading. 

· Returned and signed expectations sheet are for a homework grade

· Parent assignments in the expectation packet are for a homework grade. Thank you in advance to all the parents for taking the time to help me learn about your child.

Attendance Policy

· I take attendance during each class period per the WCPSS attendance policy.

· Phone master assists in calling home to inform of absences.

· Notes are required upon returning to school to the attendance office.

· TARDY is not an option, teachers work hard to enforce this rule and the teachers follow the tardy policy.  We follow the attendance policy in the handbook.


Communication

· This is most welcomed, expected and appreciated

· My email address is snato@wcpss.net, and the school phone number where you can reach me at school is 233-4099. 

College Credit

· Every student that makes a B or higher overall grade for Drafting I AND scores a raw score of 80 or higher on the VOCATS (State Drafting Exam) with earn college credit for this class at any community college or technical college in North Carolina

My Drafting I Web page

· http://www.quia.com/pages/snato/page1

PARENT ASSIGNMENT

In order to help me know your child better, write a short letter describing anything you think would help us to be successful. Please include information about your child’s academic background including IEP and special needs information, study habits, and extracurricular activities including sports and jobs. Phone numbers and email addresses would be appreciated. You may send your letter by your child, email it to me (snato@wcpss.net) or mail it to me at the address provided at the top of this packet. This assignment is due by Tuesday, September 15th. 
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1420 Athens drive


Raleigh, North Carolina 27606


phone: 919.233.4099


fax: 919.233.4054
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