Medallion Project

Common Roman Coin Abbreviations

SC
“Senatus Consulto” [Be decree of the Senate].  Variation:  Ex SC.  This indicates that this is legal tender.

IMP
“Imperator” [commander].  Came to mean emperor, but originally it meant “leader of the army,” and was awarded to a dux by his legions after prosecuting a war.  Often accompanied by a numeral, e.g., III IMP, to indicate that the title was bestowed, in this case, three times.

CAES, CAE, C
“Caesar.”  Family name of first emperor.  Subsequently it was used to refer to imperial family generally.  It was more specifically used to denote a junior person, usually a son or the heir apparent.

AUG
“Augustus.”  This is the title of the Emperor.

PM, PONT MAX
“Pontifex maximus” [High Priest].  Office held by highest senior ruler , usually the emperor.  Later, when there were multiple emperors, it was applied to the most senior.

TRP, TRIB POT, P
“Tribunicia potestas” [Tribunician power].    Republican office which held the veto power for a one-year term.  Obviously a power held by the emperor.  Here again, a numeral might indicate how many years an emperor was voted into this office.
COS, CONS, CO, C
     “Consul.”  Highest office of the Republic.  Emperors could serve as consul more than once.  It also tends to become nothing more than an honorary title of the emperors.  It is often accompanied by numerals:  III COS.

PP
“Pater patriae” (Father of his Country).  A title held by emperors, but, as in the case of Augustus, not conferred by the senate at the outset of an emperor’s reign.

GERM, DAC, PART, etc.
Germanicus, Dacicus, Parthicus and several other similar titles refer to the Emperor being the conqueror of these and other nations.

CENS P, CENS PERP
“Censor Perpetuus.”  This refers to the emeror’s permanent holding of this old Republican office.  Censors decided who was entitled to be a senator.

F
“Filius” follows the name of the father, usually the previous rule.
SPQR

I’m guessing you know this.  It is the standard “name” applied to the “country” of which Rome was the capital.

PF, P FEL, LEF
“Pius” [dutiful, loyal] and “felix” [happy, blessed, lucky].  Common on later coins.

INV
“Invictus” [undefeatable]

MAX
“Maximus” [greatest].

PERP”Perpetuus” [forever, continuous]

DV, DIV, DIVO
“Divus” [divine]
