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	Key Terms for Understanding



Anti-Semitism- Opposition to and discrimination against Jews.
Aryan- In Nazi ideology, the pure, superior Germanic race.

Cabbala- Jewish mysticism, including numerology.

charnel house- A building used to house corpses and bones.

concentration camp- Camps that were primarily used for slave labor, holding camps or transit camps.

death camp- Camps dedicated to the efficient murder of Jews and other victims; e.g. Auschwitz-Birkenau, Belzec, Chelmo, Madjanek, Sobibor, Treblinka. The term was also used for concentration camps where thousands died of starvation and disease.

death marches- Forced marches of prisoners over long distances and under intolerable conditions was another way victims of the Third Reich were killed. The prisoners, guarded heavily, were treated brutally and many died from mistreatment or were shot. Prisoners were transferred from one ghetto or concentration camp to another ghetto or concentration camp or to a death camp.

fascism- A system of government with centralized authority under a dictator, stringent socioeconomic controls, suppression of the opposition through terror and censorship and usually a policy of belligerent nationalism and racism. 

genocide- The deliberate and systematic destruction of a racial, political, cultural, or religious group.
Gestapo- German acronym for the German Secret State Police, part of the SS notorious for terrorism against enemies of the state. 

ghetto- The confinement of Jews in a set-apart area of a city. The first exclusively Jewish ghetto was in Venice in 1516. 

Kaddish- A prayer in Aramaic praising God. The mourner’s Kaddish is said for the dead. 

kapo- Camp prisoner forced to oversee other prisoners. 

Rabbi- Leader of a Jewish congregation, similar to the role of a priest or minister.
SS- Abbreviation of Schutzstaffel (Defense Protective Units). Notorious for implementing European Jews’ extermination. 

Star of David- A six-pointed star which is a symbol of Judaism. During the Holocaust, Jews throughout Europe were required to wear Stars of David on their sleeves or fronts and backs of their shirts and jackets. 

Yom Kippur- Day of Atonement. Holiest day of Jewish year when Jews fast and pray for forgiveness of their sins.

