	The Odyssey of Homer, Trans. Fitzgerald
	Reading Study Guide



Book I – A Goddess Intervenes 
Scene: Kalypso’s island (briefly), Olympos (briefly), Ithaka, (mainly)

Important Characters:
Gods: Poseidon, Hermês, Athena/ Mentês, Zeus

Mortals: Telémakhos, Mentês (Athena): King of the Taphians & friend of Odysseus, Penélopê, Eurýkleia (nurse), Phêmios (the singer), the suitors: especially Antínoös and Eurýmakhos
Pay Attention to: 

· Invocation
· Story of Orestês (including Zeus’ attitude toward of Aigísthos)
· The Gods’ discussion of Odysseus. Who is on his side? Who is not? Why?
· What Zeus “rules” over
· Problems of Odysseus: Where is he? Why? How long has he been away?
· Athena’s disguise
· Youth of Telémakhos
· The violation of hospitality
· Penélopê’s situation
· Penélopê’s actions
Epithets: Identify…
· “the nymph with pretty braids”
· the “Father of us all”
· the “summoner of cloud”
· “the grey-eyed goddess”
· the one who “kept his head”
Questions:
1. What do you see as the attitude of the Gods’ toward men?
2. What do you see as the attitude of the Greeks toward hospitality?
3. How would you characterize Telémakhos at this point? What are his strengths?  What are his weaknesses? 

4. How does Athena plan to affect Telémakhos?
5. What tragic homecoming story do we hear of? How does it relate to the situation in Ithaka?
6. Who is Phêmios?
7. How does Telémakhos show strength with Penélopê?
8. How does this relate to the visit of Athena?
Book II – A Hero’s Son Awakens
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Eurýkleia, Mentês /Mentor/Athena, Telémakhos, Antínoös, Halithersês, Eurýmakhos
Pay Attention to: 

· Athena, goddess of the household who looks over the family
· The economic importance of the household

· The bird omen and the reactions to it
· Assembly and debate
· The “new” Telémakhos
· The abuse of and departure of Telémakhos
Epithets: Identify…
· who is “seeing all clear”
· “Zeus’s daughter”
· what has “fingers of pink light”
Questions:
1. What is the suitor’s attitude toward Penélopê’s reluctance to choose one of them?
2. Why do they think it is their right to “demand” that she choose?
3. What are the two different interpretations of the omen?
4. How does Telémakhos respond to the position put forward by Antínoös?
Book III – The Lord of the Western Approaches
Scene: Pylos

Important Characters: Telémakhos, Athena, Nestor, Peisístratos
Pay Attention to:
· The sacrifice to Poseidon at the beginning of the book
· Athena’s “prayer” to Poseidon
· Respect paid to Odysseus
· Athena’s role at the end of the war & her wrath
· Nestor’s hospitality
· The Orestês story again
· The sacrifice to Athena at the end of the book
Epithets: Identify…
· the “prince of charioteers”
· what is “winedark”
Questions: 

1. How does Athena help Telémakhos prepare for Nestor?
2. Why is it important for Telémakhos to meet Nestor in particular? What does he seem to represent?
3. Why is it important for Telémakhos to meet Peisístratos?
4. What does Telémakhos learn about himself? What does he learn about the meaning of being a son? What does he learn about the treatment of guests? What does he learn about sacrifices to the gods?

Book IV – The Red-Haired King and His Lady
Scene: Sparta, Ithaka
Important Characters: Telémakhos, Meneláos, Helen, Peisístratos, Antínoös, Eurýkleia, Penélopê, Athena, Proteus, Aigísthos, Orestês, Medôn, & Aias
Pay Attention to:
· More Greek hospitality and feasting
· Helen’s contribution to the “meal” 

· Meneláos’ return from Troy

· What Telémakhos learns from Meneláos about Odysseus
· The stories of Troy told by Helen
· Meneláos’ reaction to Helen’s story
· The story of Proteus
· The plot to kill Telémakhos
Epithets: Identify…
· the “red-haired captain”
· the “son of Atreus”
· “the pearl of women”
· “the Ancient of the Sea”
Questions:
1. How do Meneláos and Helen compare with Nestor as hosts?
2. How do they contrast with the suitors the suitors as guests?
3. Do Meneláos and Helen know who Telémakhos is at the beginning of the book?
4. What do you make of the relationship between Meneláos and Helen?
5. What is impressive about their palace?
6. Who is Proteus? How does Meneláos catch him? With whose help?
7. What does Meneláos tell Telémakhos about Odysseus’ whereabouts?
8. Why does Telémakhos need to go to two homes, and visit two of the Captains destroyed Troy?
9. Why is information withheld so frequently (Proteus at first balks, and Penélopê’s sister, in a dream, is also reluctant. Why is other information (Helen’s) suspect?
Book V – Sweet Nymph and Open Sea
Scene: Ogýgia
Important Characters: Odysseus, Kalypso, Athena, Zeus, Poseidon, Ino-Leukothea (a goddess of the sea who saves Odysseus)
Pay Attention to:
· Odysseus weeping, his longing for home
· The council of the Gods (Note that it seems to introduce this section in a similar way to how the assembly in the Book 1 introduces the “Telemachy”)

· The lushness of the island, the beauty of Kalypso
· Hermês’ appreciation of the lushness, his tact, his businesslike manner
· Kalypso reluctant acceptance of the ruling of Zeus
· Her agreeing to help Odysseus with tools and other gifts
· Odysseus’ tact when he explains to Kalypso why he so wants to go home
· The sexual nature of their relationship
· Odysseus’ purposefulness in building the raft
· The wrath of Poseidon
· Ino’s gift and Odysseus’ mistrust of it
· Athena’s aid and Odysseus’ survival skills
· Odysseus’ prayer to the unnamed river god
· What Odysseus does to make sure he survives his first night back on land
Epithets: Identify…
· the “goddess most divinely made”
· “the Wayfinder”
· “ the strategist”
· “the god of earthquake”
Questions:
1. How long does Odysseus stay on Kalypso’s island?
2. What is the source of Kalypso’s power over Odysseus?
3. What do we learn of Kalypso’s feelings for Odysseus?
4. What will Kalypso give Odysseus if he stays with her?
5. Kalypso asks Odysseus to compare her with Penélopê; does Odysseus respond satisfactorily?
6. How would you characterize the making of the raft, and the departure of Odysseus?
7. For how many days does Odysseus swim?
8. Why does Zeus, despite his liking of Odysseus, allow Poseidon to make this journey such an ordeal?
9. Ino-Leukothea, in the guise of a seabird, gives him her veil. Why veil?
10. Why does Odysseus return Ino’s veil to the sea?
11. After two days of swimming, note several phases of decision-making. Does Odysseus accomplish his rescue on his own?
Book VI – The Princess at the River 
Scene: The island of Skhería, land of the Phaiákians
Important Characters: Odysseus, Athena, Nausikaa, Alkínoös
Pay Attention to:
· How the Phaiákians are protected by the gods
· The idealized household of the Royal Family
· How Athena visits Nausikaa in her dreams
· How the king cannot say no to his daughter
· How beautiful, wise, and young Nausikaa is
· The references to her being “marriageable” 

· The innocent scene of washing the clothes
· How the playful girls awake Odysseus
· The differing reaction of the girls and Nausikaa to Odysseus’ appearance
· Odysseus’ tact and Nausikaa’s hospitality
· The importance of bathing and anointing with oil
· Odysseus’ changed appearance
· Nausikaa’s hospitality and her caution at leading Odysseus to the palace
· The presence of Athena
Epithet: Identify “she of the white arms”
Questions: 

1. Why does Nausikaa go to the river to wash clothes?
2. What is the explanation she offers her father?
3. What does Odysseus choose not to do when he sees Nausikaa?

4. What does he choose to do instead?
5. What do you think Odysseus’ speech to Nausikaa tells us about him?
6. Why does Nausikaa not want to escort Odysseus to the palace?
Book VII – Gardens and Firelight 
Scene: The island of Skhería, land of the Phaiákians
Important Characters: Odysseus, Athena, Alkínoös, Arête

Pay Attention to:
· How the Book begins with Odysseus praying
· The way Odysseus enters the palace

· Note parallels to the way Hermês acts when he reaches Ogýgia and greets Kalypso
· The description of the palace and its gardens and the god-favored status of the Phaiákians
· How Odysseus greets Arête (as recommended by Nausikaa)
· How the nobleman (Echeneus) chides Alkínoös for not being more hospitable
· How the Phaiákians are familiar with visits from the Gods
· How Odysseus avoids identifying himself
· How Alkínoös suggests that Nausikaa should have brought him directly to the Palace
Epithets: Identify the “great tactician”
Questions:
1. How does the palace and the way it is run compare to other palaces we have seen? 

2. How might the impressions that both Odysseus and readers receive of Phaiákia be significant for Odysseus’ subsequent return to Ithaka? 

3. What is the difference between the way Odysseus greets Nausikaa and the way he greets Arête? 

4. What does this tell us about Odysseus’ perception of the two women? 

5. Why does Odysseus sit in the ashes? 

6. What does Odysseus say when asked to identify who he is? 

7. What is Arête’s role in helping Odysseus on his journey? 

8. How does Odysseus explain why Nausikaa did not bring him directly to the palace? 

Book VIII – The Songs of the Harper 
Scene: The island of Skhería, land of the Phaiákians
Important Characters: Athena, Alkínoös, Demódokos, Odysseus, Laódamas, and Seareach and the gods of Demódokos’ tale, especially Hephaistos, Aphroditê, Arês, Hêlios, Hermês
Pay Attention to:
· Alkínoös’ response to Odysseus’ request for help on the way home
· The speed with which the black ship is prepared
· The different elements of the gathering: the song/storytelling of the bard; the athletic games; feasting; dance
· The arrival of and respect paid to the bard Demódokos
· The effect the song sung by the Demódokos has upon Odysseus
· The games
· The challenge of Seareach
· Odysseus’ response to the challenge
· The dancing
· The gifts presented Odysseus by the Lords of Phaiákia after the dancing
Epithets: Identify…
· the “man of song whom the Muse cherished” 

· “the long suffering hero”
· who is crowned with “a bloom that clings upon immortal flesh alone”
· “the lame god” who is “hot in wrath” 

· “the best hand with a bow” 

Questions:
1. Why might Demódokos’ blindness be significant? 

2. With whom is Odysseus quarreling in the first song by Demoducus? 

3. What does Alkínoös do when he sees how Odysseus reacts? 

4. What does Odysseus do to win the respect of the young Phaiákians? Why do you suppose he does this? 

5. What does Alkínoös ask Odysseus at the end of Bk. 8?

Book IX – New Coasts and Poseidon’s Son
Scene: In the palace of Alkínoös in the land of the Phaiákians where Odysseus tells of the Lands of the Kikonês and the Lotos Eaters as well as of the Island of the Kyklopês
Important Characters: Odysseus and Polyphêmos: a son of Poseidon and a Kyklops
Pay Attention to: 

· Odysseus’ failure to control his men in the land of the Kikonês
· His rescuing them in the land of the Lotos-eaters, and saving them in the land of the Kyklopês
· Odysseus’ adventurous attitude as he lands on the Kyklopês island
· The reverse of the hospitality found in Phaiákia
· The “farm” culture of the Kyklopês
· Odysseus’ cleverness in calling himself “Nohbdy”
· Odysseus’ flattery of the Kyklops
· The vividness of Odysseus’ “attack.” The similes used to describe this
· The cleverness of his escape
· The curse of Polyphêmos
· Odysseus’ leadership qualities; his adventurous spirit; his courage and cleverness; his lapse into pride (hubris)
Epithets: Identify…
· teller of tales 

· the “blue girdler of the islands” 

Questions:
1. Where do Odysseus and his men go first after they leave Troy? 

2. Who are the Kikonês? 

3. Who are the Lotos eaters? 

4. How does Polyphêmos prevent Odysseus and his men from leaving his cave? 

5. What does Polyphêmos’ diet consist of? 

6. Are the Kyklopês in any way civilized? 

7. What mistake does Odysseus makes as he sails away?

Book X – The Grace of the Witch 
Scene: In the palace of Alkínoös (in the land of the Phaiákians) where Odysseus tells of Aiolia, Lamos (land of the Laistrygonês), and of Aiaia (the island of Kirkê)
Important Characters: Odysseus, Aiolos (King of Aiolia and master of the winds), Antiphatês (King of the Laistrygonês), Eurýlokhos, Kirkê, Hermês, and Elpênor
Pay Attention to: 

· King Aiolos’ gift to Odysseus

· Odysseus’s letting his guard down

· Aiolos’ belief that Odysseus is not favored by the Gods
· Aiolos’ attitude toward second chances

· Odysseus’ caution when he reaches the land of the Laistrygonês
· Odysseus’ caution when he reaches Aiaia
· Kirkê’s initial reception of Odysseus’ men, her witchcraft
· The role of Hermês
· Odysseus as seducer and seduced
· The importance of Kirkê’s “word”
· The luxury of the palace, good times
· Kirkê’s ultimate support and hospitality

· The need to visit Hades and hear from Teirêsias
Epithet: Identify “the loveliest of goddesses”
Questions:
1. After the attack from the Laistrygonês, how many ships are left out of the original twelve? 

2. What sort of character is Kirkê? What craft does she practice that Penélopê also practices? 

3. Why (aside from her magic) is she able to turn Odysseus’ men into swine? How do they offend her? 

4. Into what does Kirkê transform Odysseus’ crew? 

5. What does Hermês give to Odysseus? 

6. What makes Odysseus give in to Kirkê’s enticements? Is this typical of him? 

7. How long does Odysseus stay in Kirkê’s palace? 

8. Why does he want to leave? 

9. Where must Odysseus go to learn his way home? 

Book XI – A Gathering of Shades
Scene: the land of the Men of Winter, Hades, and a few moments in the palace of the Phaiákians
Important Characters: Odysseus, Elpênor, Teirêsias, Antikleía (Odysseus’ mother,) Arete, Alkínoös, Agamémnon, Akhilleus, Télemonian Aias, Tántalos and Sísyphos
Pay Attention to: 

· The importance of treating the dead with respect (Elpênor): The ritual Odysseus performs in order to meet those in the Underworld. The prophesy of Teirêsias and the importance of prophesy (this seems to underscore the inevitability of fate). The parade of women followed by a break in the narration for some Phaiákian reaction before Odysseus returns to his story. Agamémnon’s rage at his wife’s betrayal. How Aias reacts to Odysseus. The cause of this reaction. What Akhilleus tells Odysseus about the misery of the dead. 

· Commentary from translator, Robert Fagles: “I love that marvelous meeting between Odysseus and Akhilleus. It brings back all the latent hostility between the two of them that you see in the Iliad, especially in the ninth book. Akhilleus, the great hero of the Iliad, is a ghost who yearns for life, and Odysseus is able to give him a form of life that’s very precious--the depiction of the heroic life of Akhilleus’ son Neoptólemos. As long as the son is leading that life, the father can leap triumphant across those fields of asphodel. Two things are being stressed: the extreme fragility of life and how terrible its loss, on the one hand, and how very precious the extension of life is into the next generation.” 

· “Odysseus plays such a crucial role because by giving the sheep’s blood to the dead, he animates them. That’s the power that the living have, to reanimate the dead--to reanimate memory. It’s what we do. We are forever in conversation with these great ancestors.” (http://www.princeton.edu/pr/news/96/q4/1114fagl.html)
Epithets:  Identify…
· “the prince of Thebes”
· the “illustrious Lord Marshal”
· “Peleus’ son, strongest of all among the Akhaians”
Questions:
1. What favor does Elpênor ask of Odysseus? 

2. What ritual does Odysseus perform in order to meet those in the Underworld? 

3. What does Teirêsias do in order to speak to Odysseus? 

4. What does Odysseus learn about his journey from Teirêsias in Hades? 

5. What does Odysseus learn from Antikleía? What does he try to do when after she speaks to him? Why does he fail? 

6. What does Agamémnon tell Odysseus about how men should feel about women? Is it significant that earlier in the book we hear about celebrated women? 

7. What is the reason for Aias’s anger at Odysseus? 

8. What is the Greek Underworld (Hades) like? 

9. What do you make of Tántalos and Sísyphos?

Book XII – Sea Perils and Defeat
Scene: Aiaia, dangerous waters (Seirênês, Skylla and Kharybdis), the island of Hêlios (Thrinákia); the sea; Ogýgia
Important Characters: Odysseus, Kirkê, the Seirênês, Skylla, and Eurýlokhos
Pay Attention to: 

· The burial of Elpênor
· Kirkê’s helpfulness
· Odysseus leadership - its success and failures.
· Eurýlokhos’ role (remember he is the most reluctant to join Odysseus at the “party” on Aiaia)
· The South Wind

· The absoluteness of the Gods

· Odysseus’ endurance
Questions:
1. Why has Odysseus returned to Aiaia? 

2. How does Kirkê help him? 

3. What does the episode of the Seirênês tell us about Odysseus’ character? What does it tell us about Homer’s understanding of the power of music? 

4. What advice does Odysseus take that Kirkê gives him about Skylla and Kharybdis? What does this tell us about leadership? 

5. Why are the cattle of Hêlios’ island so tempting? 

6. What warning does Odysseus give his men? 

7. This is not the first time Odysseus’ warnings are ignored. Whose fault is this? 

8. This is also not the first time Odysseus’s orders are defied. Does this absolve him of responsibility? 

Book XIII - One More Strange Island
Scene: The palace of Alkínoös, Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Alkínoös, Poseidon, Zeus, Athena

Pay Attention to: 

· the departure from the land of the Phaiákians 

· the power of the Gods 

· the juggling of that power 

· the way Zeus placates Poseidon 

· his reaction to being “betrayed” 

· Odysseus’ anticlimactic arrival in Ithaka 

· his dialogues with Athena 

· her transformations 

· the juxtaposition of the differing attitudes of gods toward men 

· Odysseus’ learning about Telémakhos 

· his disguise after his arrival in Ithaka
Questions:
1. How do Poseidon and Zeus interact in this book? What is the balance of power between them? How does Zeus assert his authority? How does Poseidon assert his displeasure? 

2. How does Odysseus first feel as he lands on Ithaka? 

3. How much does he tell the “shepherd” he meets about his true identity and intentions? 

4. Does he change when he realizes it is Athena? How does she react to his caution? 

5. How do the actions Odysseus takes compare with those he takes in the stories he has told? Does the fact that he has at this point no crew affect the way acts? 

6. Where is Athena going at the end of the book? How does she help him at this point? 

Book XIV - Hospitality in the Forest
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Eumaeus

Pay Attention to: 

· Odysseus testing of Eumaeus; the frequent mention of Zeus
· Eumaeus referred to as “_ou”
· Eumaeus’ pride in Odysseus & his pessimism
· Odysseus as a story teller
· parallels and difference in his “story” to his own experiences
· Odysseus as a tester of Eumaeus
· the fixing of the “tasty supper in the lodge”
· cloaks
Epithets:  Identify… 

· “loyal swineherd” 

· “great teller of tales” 

Questions:
1. How is the swineherd (Eumaeus) connected to Odysseus? 

2. What is the prediction about Odysseus that the stranger swears “on my oath” to Eumaeus? 

3. How does Eumaeus react to this information? 

4. Odysseus tells the swineherd he is from what kind of background? Suffered what kind of hardships? 

5. How does Eumaeus react to Odysseus’ story? 

6. Who gets the “boar’s long loin . . . the cut of honor” in Eumaeus’ shelter? 

7. Why does Odysseus say, “I’m not long for the living. The cold will do me in./ See, I’ve got no cloak.” 

Book XV - How They Came to Ithaka
Scene: Sparta, Ithaka
Important Characters: Athena, Telémakhos, Peisístratos, Meneláos, Helen, Theoclymenus, Odysseus, Eumaeus

Pay Attention to: 
· return (of Telémakhos)
· exile (note: all of the mortals listed above as an “important character” except for Peisístratos have experienced or are experiencing some form of exile)
· hospitality (of Meneláos, Nestor, the swineherd)
· bird signs from above; the new sophistication of Telémakhos and Peisístratos
· Odysseus’ continued testing of Eumaeus
· Eumaeus’ story of his “Phoenician nurse”
Questions:
1. Why is Telémakhos awake when Athena comes upon him? 

2. How does the beginning of this book compare to the ending of Book 14? 

3. How does Telémakhos’ departure from Sparta parallel Odysseus’ departure from Phaecia? 

4. Who gives going away presents to Telémakhos? What does this signify? 

5. What is the portent which precedes Telémakhos’ departure? 

6. Who is unsure of how to interpret it? Who knows how to interpret it? How does the portent resemble the earlier portent in Book 2 that is interpreted by Halitherses? 

7. Why does Telémakhos not want to revisit Nestor? How does Peisístratos react to this? 

8. Who is Theoclymenus? What portent does he interpret? 

9. How does Odysseus test Eumaeus? 

10. What aspect of Eumaeus’ story causes Odysseus to say, “You’ve moved my heart deeply.” 

11. How does Telémakhos distinguish Eurýmakhos among the suitors? Who suggested he do this? 

Book XVI - Father and Son 
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Eumaeus, Telémakhos, Athena, Antínoös, Amphinomus, Medôn, Eurýmakhos, and Penélopê
Pay Attention to: 
· Reunions (first of Eumaeus and Telémakhos, then of Telémakhos and Odysseus)
· the irony in several situations; Eumaeus’ emotions
· Telémakhos’ self-control
· Odysseus’ discipline (“or are your brothers at fault?”)
· Athena’s role
· Penélopê’s position and response
· the importance of loyalty (Eumaeus, Penélopê) 

Questions:
1. How does Eumaeus greet Telémakhos? 

2. What errand is Eumaeus sent on? 

3. Why does Odysseus reveal his identity to Telémakhos? 

4. How does Odysseus’ look when he reveals himself to his son? 

5. How does Telémakhos react when Odysseus identifies himself? 

6. What are the three major points of strategy in the plan which Odysseus tells to Telémakhos? 

7. How does Odysseus’ look when he reveals himself to his son? 

8. What does Antínoös try to get the suitors to do? 

9. Who offers a different perspective? 

10. How does Penélopê learn of what the suitors are thinking? 

11. How does Penélopê react to this information? 

12. Which of the suitors attempts to reassure her?

Book XVII - The Beggar at the Manor 
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Telémakhos, Eurýkleia, Penélopê, Piraeus, Theoclymenus, Eumaeus, Melanthius, Phemius, Argos, and Antínoös
Pay Attention to: 
· Telémakhos’ resolve with Penélopê
· Telémakhos’ “true” story (“I’ll not deceive you ever.”)
· Theoclymenus’ prophecy
· the taunting of Odysseus by the goatherd Melanthius
· Odysseus’ self-control
· the recognition by Argos

· the lack of hospitality
· Odysseus’ encounter with Antínoös – Antínoös insulting the stranger and the reactions to this
· Eumaeus’ messages from Penélopê to the stranger and back again
Epithet: Identify “The man who’d borne long years abroad”
Questions:
1. Why compare Penélopê to “Artemis or golden Aphroditê” when she comes down the stairs? 

2. What does Telémakhos leave out of his “true” story when he talks to Penélopê; what does he leave in? How does Theoclymenus contribute to the scene? 

3. Where has Argos been lying in the absence of his master? 

4. What is Odysseus’ reaction to seeing Argos? 

5. How does Odysseus handle his “humiliation”? Does he seem more at ease with it than Eumaeus and Telémakhos? If so, why? 

6. Who throws a footstool at Odysseus? Why do even the other suitors take exception to this? 

7. Why does Penélopê want to talk to the stranger? 

Book XVIII - Blows and a Queen's Beauty
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Irus (Arnaeus), Amphinomus, Penélopê, Telémakhos, Eurýmakhos, Antínoös, Eurynome, and Melantho
Pay Attention to: 
· Odysseus being insulted by Irus and his response
· Odysseus’ caution to Amphinomus
· Penélopê’s appearance before the suitors
· Melantho’s mockery of Odysseus
· Odysseus’ verbal duel with Eurýmakhos
· Odysseus’ self-control
· the strength of Telémakhos
Epithets:
· Descriptors for Penélopê: wary, poised, discreet, wise 

· Descriptors for Odysseus: foxy veteran, seasoned fighter, the one who knew the world, staunch, master of many exploits 

Questions:
1. Why does Irus quarrel with “the stranger?” 

2. What is Antínoös’ reaction to the unfriendly words Irus speaks to Odysseus? 

3. What is the prize for the beggar who wins the fight? 

4. Has Telémakhos fully reached manhood yet? Why is this important? What is the symbol of manhood? 

5. Who is Penélopê’s father? 

6. What is the implication of the maids’ inappropriate behavior?

Book XIX - Recognitions and a Dream
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Telémakhos, Eurýkleia, Penélopê, and Eurynome
Pay Attention to: 
· the interaction of Odysseus and Penélopê
· the continuing development of Penélopê as a character
· the recognition by Eurýkleia
· the story behind the scar
· the plan to test the suitors’ abilities
Epithets: 
· More descriptors for Penélopê: alert, observant, wise, reserved, discreet, and seasoned
· More descriptors for Odysseus: the old soldier, old trooper, master of craft, master improviser, great master of subtlety, wily, cool tactician, man of exploits
Questions: 
1. What ruse does Odysseus tell Telémakhos to carry out at the beginning of the book? 

2. What does the stranger ask Penélopê not to ask him? Why? Does she ask him anyway? 

3. Where does Odysseus tell Penélopê he is from? Does this story have anything in common with the story he tells Eumaeus? 

4. How does Penélopê react to what she hears of Odysseus? How does Odysseus react to her reaction? 

5. What prediction does Odysseus give to Penélopê? 

6. How did Odysseus obtain the scar that Eurýkleiarecognizes? 

7. What does Odysseus say to Eurýkleia? 

8. What is the dream which Penélopê describes to Odysseus? How does he interpret it? 

9. How does the stranger affect Penélopê? Why is she favorably disposed toward the stranger? 

10. How does Penélopê plan to test the suitors to see which one she will marry? 

Book XX - Signs and a Vision
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Athena, Penélopê, Telémakhos, Eurýkleia, Melanthius, Philoetius (the cowherd), Antínoös, Theoclymenus (the seer), Eurýmakhos, and Ctesippus, a suitor who abuses Odysseus
Pay Attention to: 
· Odysseus’ “seething anger”
· the behavior of the maids
· his self-control
· Penélopê’s prayer
· Zeus’ omen; Melanthius’ continuing abusiveness contrasted with the cowherd’s talk with the beggar
· the cowherd’s affection for Odysseus
· Telémakhos’ behavior - all of which suggests he has become a man
· Athena’s role
· the prophecy of Theoclymenus
· the “manic” behavior of the suitors
Questions:
1. What does Athena do in this book to boost Odysseus’ spirits? To test them? 

2. Why are the “stranger’s” interactions with Melanthius and Philoetius juxtaposed? 

3. What does Philoetius have in common with Melanthius and Eumaeus? 

4. How is Odysseus insulted by Cteppis? How does Odysseus react? Telémakhos? 

5. Why do the suitors behave even more inappropriately than usual? 

6. What is Penélopê doing at the end of the book? 

Book XXI - The Test of the Bow
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Athena, Penélopê, Eumaeus, Odysseus, Antínoös, Telémakhos, Philoetius, Eumaeus, Melanthius, Eurýmakhos, and Eurýkleia
Pay Attention to: 
· Penélopê as she leads up to announcing the contest, especially her emotions as she removes the bow from its hiding place
· Telémakhos’ attempt to string the bow
· Odysseus’ shaking his head (“no”)
· Odysseus slipping out of the hall during the contest
· his revealing of his identity to the cowherd (Philoetius) and the swineherd (Eumaeus)
· Antínoös’ proposal after Eurýmakhos fails to string the bow
· Odysseus counter-proposal
· Antínoös’ reaction (“Not a shred of sense in your head, you filthy drifter”)
· Penélopê’s reaction to Antínoös
· Telémakhos’ sending her back to her quarters
· Eumaeus taking the bow to Odysseus
· the mockery of the suitors toward both Eumaeus and Telémakhos
· Odysseus stringing the bow
Questions:
1. What must the stringer of the bow do with his shot? 

2. In what way do Telémakhos’ words after “giving up” show him to be a worthy son? 

3. What is Antínoös’ and Eurýmakhos’ reaction to the challenge? 

4. Melanthius is ordered to do what in order to make the bow easier to bend? 

5. How does Odysseus prove his identity to the cowherd and the swineherd? 

6. What is the purpose of the “biography” of the bow? 

7. Penélopê’s taking the bow from its hiding place is one of the most moving moments in this part of the poem – why? 

Book XXII - Death in the Great Hall
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Antínoös, Eurýmakhos, Telémakhos, Eumaeus, Melanthius, Athena, Phemius, Medôn, and Eurýkleia
Pay Attention to: 
· the violence of this book and the totality of Odysseus’ revenge
· Initial reaction of the suitors
· Athena’s aid as Mentor

· the sparing of Phemias and Medôn, Melanthius’ betrayal and subsequent end
· the hanging of the servant girls who have slept with the suitors
· the purification of the palace
Epithet:  Identify “the master of longhorn cattle”
Questions:
1. What is Antínoös doing when Odysseus shoots him? Why is he the first victim? 

2. How do the other suitors appeal to Odysseus? 

3. How does Eurýmakhos react to Mentor? 

4. How much does Athena help Odysseus, and how much is the victory his? 

5. Who tests the strength and courage of Odysseus and Telémakhos? 

6. The dead suitors are compared to what kind of creatures? 

7. Which appendages does Melanthius lose? Where do they end up? (Remember Antínoös’ threats to send Irus to Echetus in the beginning of Book 18; and a similar threat to Odysseus in Book 21)

Book XXIII - The Trunk of the Olive Tree
Scene: Ithaka
Important Characters: Odysseus, Penélopê, Eurýkleia, Telémakhos, and Athena

Pay Attention to: 
· The interaction of Penélopê and Eurýkleia
· Penélopê’s “hardness”
· Penélopê’s test of Odysseus
· the story of the bed
· Odysseus’ reaction to the test
· Odysseus’ shorter” version of his adventures
· the ritual and consummation of their reunion and Athena’s “gift” 

Questions:
1. What do Penélopê and Eurýkleiaargue about at the beginning of Bk. 23? 

2. Why is Telémakhos irritated at his mother? 

3. What (who) does Penélopê believe caused the deaths of the suitors? 

4. What future problems does Odysseus see as a result of the killing of the suitors? 

5. What does Odysseus want those outside his palace believe is happening within the palace? 

6. Where does Penélopê order Eurýkleiato make up the bed? How does Odysseus react to this? 

7. Who made the bed and what is remarkable about it? 

8. What reason does Penélopê give for not recognizing Odysseus earlier? 

9. Who made Helen act as she had according to Penélopê? 

10. Who is responsible for holding Dawn at bay while Penélopê and Odysseus spend their first night together? 

11. What does Odysseus tell Penélopê about his next journey? 

12. Where is Odysseus headed at the end of the book? 

Book XXIV - Warriors, Farewell
Scene: Hades, Ithaka (the town and Laertes’ farm)
Characters: shades of the tutors, Agamémnon, Akhilleus, Odysseus, Laertes, Telémakhos, Dolius (Father of Melanthius and Melantho), Eupithes (father of Antínoös), Medôn, Halitherses, and Athena
Pay Attention to: 
· the suitors escorted by Hermês into Hades
· the appearance of the great Achaean captains (who seem not to have come across one another that often in Hades)
· Agamémnon’s description of the honors showed to Akhilleus upon his death in contrast to his own end
· Agamémnon’s lack of sympathy for the suitors and his praise of Penélopê
· Odysseus’ decision to reveal himself to his father only after “testing” him
· Dolius’ faithfulness
· the contrast between Laertes’ reunion with his son and Eupithes desire to avenge the death of his son
· the attempts by Medôn and Halitherses to convince the families of the suitors not to seek revenge
· Athena’s role (with Zeus’ blessing) to resolve the conflict
· reconciliation (father and son; Odysseus and Ithaka) 

Questions:
1. What different views of their fates do Agamémnon and Akhilleus seem to hold? 

2. When they speak to Agamémnon and Akhilleus how do suitors’ shades feel about their responsibility for Odysseus’ actions? 

3. How does Odysseus test his father Laertes, now living a hard life, after the slaughter has been accomplished? What’s the point of testing his father? 

4. How does Odysseus prove to his father who he is? 

5. What reasons does Eupithes give when encouraging revenge on Odysseus? 

6. What does Athena (disguised as Mentor) do to insure that the families will not succeed in revenging the suitors’ deaths? What does she do to ensure that Odysseus won’t cause further havoc? 

