Glossary of Mosaic Terms


Chip mosaic

Lithostroton

Musearius or musivarius

Museum or musivum

Nucleus

Nymphaeum

Opus

Rudus

Sectile

Signinum

Statumen

Tessellarius or Tesserarius

Tessera


Mosaic formed of irregular chippings of stone, generally white

“Strewn stone,” commonly used of a decorative paving with small irregular pieces of stone, often in different colors

Craftsman who specialized in [opus] museum or musivum
Literally “pertaining to the muses;” used [because the art-form began in grottoes sacred to the nymphs or the Muses] to signify wall mosaic

Upper layer of mortar in the bedding for a mosaic pavement

Decorative fountain, derived from grottoes and similar structures sacred to the nymphs

“Work,” used [mainly by modern writers] with various adjectives to describe craftwork techniques

Lower layer of mortar in the bedding for a mosaic pavement

Literally ‘cut;’ commonly used in the phrase opus sectile to signify a surface decoration obtained by cutting pieces of stone to special geometric or other shapes

Waterproof mortar containing an aggregate of crushed terracotta, so called after the Italian city of Signia [modern Segni] in which the technique is said to have been invented.

Layer of rubble underneath the mortar bedding for a mosaic pavement

Craftsman who specialized in [opus] tessellatum.
Cube of stone, glass or terracotta used in the making of a mosaic

