Latin II:

Medallion Project

Project is due:  16 May 2011
Objectives

Much is learned about the Roman Empire—its leaders and accomplishments—from its coinage.  This project will help you to understand these more as you study and report on how coins were produced and what they were used for beyond the obvious function as a regulated means of payment.  You will also see how history is depicted on the coins.

Grading (Total possible points:  80)
You will be graded on two things:  

1. Your medallion will receive a possible 40 points—this includes your poster.

2. Your written report will also be worth a possible 40 points.

3. Because of the high point value assigned to this project, you are expected to work hard and carefully.

Carve a reverse-image mold for your medallion.
1. Bring in an empty “deli container” approximately 4 inches across.

2. Find an image of a Roman emperor or courtier to be the used as a model.

3. Copy the reverse image onto the plaster blank provided by Dr. S.
Written component
1. A written report discussing the person displayed on your medallion.  This should be your own language.  Any plagiarism will result in a failing grade.  [1-3 pages]
2. You need to include an annotated bibliography of your sources.  Include the name of websites, website addresses and notes on how useful each site was or was not.  You need to include at least 4 websites.

3. A short report on Roman coinage.  You should include a section on how coins were made, who made them, the reasons why coins were made and the relative values of the coins.  [1-2  pages]

4. Your written report goes to me.

Poster

You will mount your coin, when finished, on a cardboard or foam board poster.  This does not need to be a whole piece; a half piece is sufficient.  Include the following:

1. Your finished medallion

2. A very brief typed vita of your subject.
3. Below the medallion, write the emperor’s name and his dates.  

4. Also write out the abbreviations, their expanded forms and an English translation on the poster.
You will present your subject to the class.  

Caveat  
You need to bring in plastic containers by May 4, 2011 so that I can get the plaster poured.  If you don’t get them in, your medallion portion of the project grade will be lowered 4 points.  That is 10% of total grade!
