
SYNTAX OF CASES
(howeach Latin case is used)

NOMINA TIVE CASE

Noto bene: A predicate noun or adjective is used with forms of the verb sum as well as with the pasfve of verbs ofseeing, making, naming, calling,choosing,and considering.
Ii

USE LATIN ENGLISH

SUBJECT OF A FINITE VERB Nuntius clamavit. The messen er shputed.
I

PREDICATE NOMINATIVE Roma est urbs magna. Rome is a great $.
(NOUN) Puer Marcus a ellat us est. The bo was calle Marcus.
PREDICATE ADJECTIVE Regina erat benigna. The queen was kin.

Murus altus videtur. The wall seems hi h.



GENITIVE CASE

USE

POSSESSION

(to show the possessor)

MATERIAL

(to express the material which
something contains)

PARTITIVE/OFTHEWHOLE

(to express the whole amount about
which only a part is indicated)

(sometimes used in Latin even when
English does not use the word of or
uses another equivalent expression)

LATIN

Filia reQinae ambulat.

In insulafuit magnacopia
aquae.
In camera est acervus
frumenti.

Partem anni laborabant.

Fortissimi civiumspectaverunt.

Quis vestrum fugiet?

Satis frumenti habemus.
Nihil cibi est.

Quid consili cepisti?

ENGLIfH
The queen's daugryter (or

daughter of the q~een) is
walking.

I

There was a supply of water on
the island. I

In the room is a pile of Qrain.

They were workinl part ~year. I

The bravest ~
watched. I

Who~ will fl~e.
I

We have enough~.
There is no food (~othing of
food). I

What!2f...g}jllim hqve you
devised?
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DESCRIPTION

(to describe another noun)

Fuit vir praeclarae auctoritatis.

Nilus erat flumen maQnae

(nota bene: the genitive of Iiongitudinis.
description is a noun+adjective

construction that is used to describe I Fossam guinque pedum fodunt.
another noun)

WITH CERTAIN ADJECTIVES I Midaserat cupidusauri.
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Caesar fuit avidusgloriae.
0 co e e e eanlng 0 peci IC . . .

adjectives -- often, but not always Cicero erat memor Qf,flclorum.
the adjective is followedby the
word of in English)

AS THE OBJECTS VERBSOF
REMEMBERINGAND
FORGETTING

Obliviscere caedis et
incendiorum,Catilina.
Puellasuae matris meminerat.

(instead of accusative objects)

OF THE CHARGE OR PENALTY ICicero se inertiae et nequitiae

(
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.

I

condemnat.
WI ver so accusing,con emnlng, .. . .

andacquitting) Vir !!Ilpletatls absolutus est.

OF INDEFINITE VALUE

(to indicate a value that is not

specific, most commonly tanti,
quanti, parvi, magm:)

Haec vita est tanti mihi.

Q.ygnti est haec vita?

He was a man Q..feminent
influence.
The NiIe was a ri~er of Qreat

length.

They are diggingq ditch of five
illt.
Midaswas desirous of gold.
Caesar was eager for glory.

I

Cicero was mindfu~ of his
duties. I

Forget rnurqer a~fires,Catiline. I

The girl rememberfd her
mother.

I

Cicero conqemns himself for
inactivity and negli~ence.
The man was acquitited of
~. \
This life is of such ~reat value
to me. I

I

Of what value is thi~ life?
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WITH CERTAIN Me inimicitiae paenituit. I was sorry for my
IMPERSONAL VERBS unfriendliness.

I

(with miseret, paenitet, piget, pudet,
Cives timoris pudet. The citizens are ashamed ofI -

their fear. I

and taedet to express the cause of
the feeling) I

(the accusative case is used for the
I

I

nerson feeling the emotion) -

I

I






















