QBasic Lesson 2 Variables

QBasic Chapter 3:  Fundamental Statements
OBJECTIVES:

· Differentiate between numeric and character string constants and give examples of each

· Use numeric character string constants correctly in programs

· Explain how variables are used to store values in the computer’s main memory

· List the rules for naming variables

· Define the term keywords
· Identifying variables and constants  ( 2nd edition Chp 3)
· Naming and using numeric variables

· Understanding the types of numeric variables

· Using the LET assignment command

· Understanding the types of numeric constants

· Using the PRINT and CLS command

· Using the optional END statement

QBasic programs process data into meaningful results using Commands and Data
Program DATA consists of variables and constants
A constant is data that remains the same as the program runs (executes)

There are two types of constants:  Numeric constants and Character String constants

Numeric constants are numbers included in a statement.  They can be real numbers, which include decimal points or integers, which do not include decimal points.

Valid Real numeric constants:


6.0
6.74356


.95
-9.56

Invalid Real numeric constants:


14,006.345      
NO Commas allowed


67.9%


NO percent signs allowed


1      56.7

NO spaces allowed

Valid Integer numeric constants:


29

3259



100000005
247

Invalid Integer numeric constants:


86.8904

NO decimal portions allowed


45&


NO & allowed

A variable is a storage location in your computer that holds values.  

A variable is data that changes as the program runs (executes). 
A variable can be a number, a special character, a word, a sentence or an entire paragraph of text

Variable have certain characteristics.

· Each variable has a name

· Each variable has a type

· Each variable holds a value that you specify

Because you will use many variables in one program, you must assign a unique name to each variable so that you can keep track of them.

Variable  names 

· can be from one to forty characters long
· must begin with a letter; the characters that follow can be letters, numbers, or a period  (The use of a period is not a good practice.  We will NOT use it in this class.  Use the underline instead)

· can be a mix of uppercase and lowercase letters to separate parts of the variable name, 

· cannot have spaces in them

· cannot have the same name as QBasic commands or functions

· should have useful meaning to the purpose of the program

Variable name examples:

Salary        
    Aug04Sales         
    I       

index   

       Age.Min

The variable names Sales and SALES refer to the same variable.

Numeric Variable Types  (2nd edition Chapter 10)
Variable can hold different types of numbers.
	Type
	Variable Suffix
	Range of Value
	Examples

	
	
	
	

	Integer
	%
	-32,768 to +32,768
	12, 0, -765, 21843

	Long Integer
	&
	 -2,147,483,648     to  +2,147,483,648
	34567, 99876

	Single-precision 
	!
	+3.402823 x 1038  to +2.802597 x 10-45
	-2.802597 x 10-45 to

-3.402823 x 1038  
	1.0,  34.67896

	Double-precision
	#
	1.79769313486231 x 10308   to 4.940656458412465 x 10-324         

-4.940656458412465 x 10-324   to

 -1.79769313486231 x 10308                            
	-0.999999888776655


Integers:  numbers without a decimal place—whole numbers

Long Integers:  
Single-precision:  any Real number—contains fractional and decimal parts—keeps accuracy to six decimal places
Double-precision:  any Real number—contains fractional and decimal parts—keeps accuracy to fourteen decimal places

By default QBasic assumes that all variables are single-precision

You place the suffix at the end of the variable’s name if you want QBasic to assume the variable is a specific type

Examples:

	Variable name
	QBasic Assumption

	distance
	single-precision

	distance%
	Integer

	distance&
	Long integer

	distance!
	Single-precision

	distance#
	Double-precision


Numeric Variable Storage 

	Type
	Memory required for storage

	
	

	Integer
	2 bytes

	Long Integer
	4 bytes

	Single-precision 
	4 bytes

	Double-precision
	8 bytes


Assigning Value to a Variable
	LET   variable = expression


LET is optional but in this class you must use this command when assigning a value to a variable.

variable is any valid variable name

expression is a value or expression that you want to assign to the variable

Examples

	LET age = 32

LET salary = 25000

LET dependents = 2


DO NOT place commas in values you assign to variables.
You can assign the value stored in one variable to another variable

	LET spouseTaxRate = taxRate




Variables can store or hold only one value at a time

	LET age = 32

LET salary = 25000

LET age = 25


After these lines of code have executed what is the value of age?

If you do not place a value in a variable, by default QBasic stores a zero in that variable.

CONSTANTS      
The value of a constant does not change.   

	Type
	Suffix
	Range 
	Examples

	
	
	
	

	Integer
	none
	-32,768 to +32,768
	158, 0, -86

	Long Integer
	none
	 -2,147,483,648     to  +2,147,483,648
	21233343, -32889

	Fixed-point 
	none
	 Positive or negative numbers that have decimal points
	4.76, -0.08

	Floating-point
   Single-precision

   Double-precision


	!

#
	-3.37 x 1038   to  3.37 x 10 38         

-1.67x 10 308   to  1.67 x 10308                            
	1.08E+8

-1.8765456D-09


QBasic interprets the constants in your programs and makes a good judgment on how to store them
Scientific Notation   
	Scientific Notation
	Equivalent
	Type

	
	
	

	3.08E+12
	3,080,000,000,000
	Single-precision

	-9.7587E+04
	-97,587
	Single-precision

	+5.164D-4
	0.0005164
	 Double-precision

	-4.6545D-9
	-0.0000000046545
	Double-precision


Single-precision scientific notation numbers contain a letter E (for Exponent). Whereas double-precision numbers contain a D (for Double-precision exponent).

To translate scientific notation, multiply the portion of the number to the left of the letter (D or E) by 10 raised to the number to the right of the letter.  
Thus, +2.164D+3 means to multiply 2.164 by 1,000 (1,000 is 10 raised to the third power, or 10 3 ).  

Similarly, -5.432D-2 is negative 5.432 times .01 ( 10 raised to the -2 power or 10 -2 ).   

To multiply by 10 raised to a positive power, you need only move the decimal point to the right by the number of the power.

To multiply a number by 10 raised to a negative power, you need only move the decimal point to the left by the number of the power.

PRINT Statement
The PRINT statement, during the execution of the program, sends to the screen whatever is to the right of the word PRINT

	PRINT   expression


The expression that you print can be a variable or constant.  If you use a variable as expression, PRINT prints the contents of that variable on the screen.  If expression is a constant, PRINT prints that constant.
If you put PRINT in a line of code with no expression, the program prints a blank line.

Example program: example1.bas  

	LET age = 32

LET salary = 25000

LET dependents = 3

PRINT age

PRINT salary

PRINT dependents


In the editor window choose Run Start to see the output.

Program output:  example1.bas

	C:\>

        32

        25000

        3


Write a short program using variables and the PRINT command that will output the following.

	C:\>

        27

        -56

        7890


Clearing the Screen Command

	CLS


We will use the CLS as the first line of every program so that the screen clears before each time the program runs so the program starts with a fresh screen.

You can insert the CLS statement anywhere in a program.
Using the END Command   
The END command is optional but we will use it.  This will assure me that you meant for the program to end and none of your code is missing.  

	END


The END command will halt the execution of the program as soon as it is encountered.  
What will be the result of each line of the following code?

	CLS

LET age = 32

PRINT age

LET salary = 25000

PRINT salary

LET dependents = 3

PRINT dependents

END


Review Questions

1. What are the two parts of a QBasic program?

2. What is a variable?

3. Which of the following variable names are valid?

	       81QTR                    QTR.1.SALES                     data file                           DataFile


4. True or False:  A variable can be any of three types of integers:  integer, single integer, or double integer.

5. True or False:  A variable can be any of two types of floating points:  single-precision or double-precision.

6. How many values can a variable hold at one time?

7. What command writes output to the screen?

8. What command erases the screen?

9. What are the regular-number equivalents of the following scientific-notation numbers?  What are their types?

	      -3.0E+2                      4.541D+12                          1.9D-03


10. Rewrite the following numbers in scientific-notation format (assume single-precision):
	      15               -0.000043               -54,543                   531234.9


Review Questions

1. What are the two parts of a QBasic program?

            Commands and data

2. What is a variable?

    A storage location in your computer that holds values

3. Which of the following variable names are valid?

	       81QTR                    QTR.1.SALES                     data file                           DataFile


QTR.1.SALES and DataFile  Variable names cannot start with a number and cannot include spaces in their names                         
4. True or False:  A variable can be any of three types of integers:  integer, single integer, or double integer.

False:  There is no such type as single integer or double integer  

5. True or False:  A variable can be any of two types of floating points:  single-precision or double-precision.

True

6. How many values can a variable hold at one time?

One

7. What command writes output to the screen?

PRINT

8. What command erases the screen?

CLS

9. What are the regular-number equivalents of the following scientific-notation numbers?  What are their types?

	      -3.0E-2                      4.541D+12                          1.9D-03



-0.03 single-precision      

4,541,000,000,000  double-precision


0.0019  double precision

10. Rewrite the following numbers in scientific-notation format (assume single-precision):

	      15               -0.000043               -54,543                   531234.9



1.5E+1

   -4.3D-05
         -5.4543                   5.312349E+5
Lesson 2 Exercises

For 1-6 use Microsoft Word to type the following short programs.  Turn in a hard copy of your work.

1. Write a program that stores your weight (you can fib), height (in feet) and shoe size in three variables.  Use the LET statement.

2. Write a program that clears the screen and then prints the current temperature on-screen.  (You can use the Internet to find this information.)

3. Write a program that stores you two favorite television channels in two variables and then prints them.  Clear the screen first.

4. Write a program that stores and prints the four types of variable that you learned about today.  Make up any valid variable names that you want.  Use the suffixes of the values when you are storing and printing the values.

5. Rewrite the program you wrote in number four so that the code clearly indicates exactly where the program ends.

6. Write a program that stores the following scientific-notation numbers in three variables and then prints them to a blank screen.  Make sure that you use the right type of variable by adding the correct suffix to its name.   -3.43E-9    +5.43345D+20       5.43345 x 10-20              
7. Write each program in the QBasic editor, save each program as Les2_1, Les2_2, etc. , then run the program.  Record below what appears on the screen.  

	1.


	2.
	3.

	4.


	5.
	6.


