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BEAUMONT HIGH SCHOOL RESEARCH PAPER GUIDELINES

Revised August 1997

INTRODUCTION

These guidelines. designed for Beaumont High School students, are not
intended to be exhaustive, but are meant to provide a basic understanding of
some of the fundamental principles and practices of research paper writing.
Even though the research paper process is usually taught in English classes.
the guidelines are purposely general enough to be feasible for use in all subject
areas.

The following materials were used in compiling the guidelines:

Capital Community-Technical College Humanities Department and Arthur C.
Banks. Jr.. Library. A Guide for Writing Research Papers Based on Modern
Language Association (MLA) Documentation. 1 997.
<http://155.43.225.30/ mia.htm> 16 Aug. 1997.

Dangle, Lorraine F., and Alice M. Haussman. Preparing the Research Paper.
4th ed. Fairfield. NJ: Cebco Standard. 1984.

Elsbree. Langdon, Nell G. Altizer, and Paul V. Kelly. Heath Handbook of
Composition. 10th ed. Lexington, MA: Heath, 1981.

Fundamentals of the Research Paper: Official Beaumont High School Format.
N.p.: n.p., n.d.

Gibaldi. Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 4th ed. New
vork: Modern Language Association of America, 1995.

Gibaldi. Joseph. and Walter S. Achtert. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research
Papers. 3rd ed. New York: Modern Language Association of America,
1988.

WHAT IS A RESEARCH PAPER?

In Preparing the Research Paper, the research paper is described as
a factual presentation that is (1) based upon reading or consulting
several specified sources, (2) presented according to a standard method of
procedure, (3) limited to a relatively narrow area of a subject. and (4)
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original in its evaluation and selection of information and in its
expression and conclusions (Dangle and Haussman 1).

The research paper is sometimes called a library paper because its preparation
often involves extensive use of the library. It is sometimes called a term paper
because the time allotted for writing it is sometimes the greater part of a
semester or term. An "I search" paper often stresses the use of primary
sources of information such as interviews or personal experiences.

WHY IS DOCUMENTATION NECESSARY IN A RESEARCH PAPER?

Words and ideas are property. If you borrow someone else's words or ideas for
use in your research paper, it is only right to acknowledge or credit the sources
of the words or ideas you have used. Failure to document borrowed words or
ideas constitutes plagiarism. The MLA Handboolk for Writers of Research Papers
(3rd ed.) addresses this issue succinctly in the following passage:

In writing your research paper. you must document everything that you
borrow--not only direct quotations and paraphrases but aiso information
and ideas. Of course. common sense as well as ethics should determine
what you document. For example, you rarely need to give sources for
familiar proverbs ("You can't judge a book by its cover"), well-known
quotations ("We shall overcome"), or common knowledge ("George
Washington was the first president of the United States"). But you must
indicate the source of any borrowed material that readers might
otherwise mistake for your own (Gibaldi and Achtert 155).

Beaumont High students should be aware that plagiarism. like other forms of
cheating, is a violation of school policy. A student who presents the work of
others--whether they are published writers or other students--as his/her own
work risks receiving a grade of zero on his/ her research paper as well as other
disciplinary action.

WHY WRITE A RESEARCH PAPER?
The purpose of the research paper is to

a. enable the student to pursue his/her own specific interests within a
en area of study.
b. enable a student to gain experience in researching a subject.
c. enable the instructor to cover general material in group situations while
guiding students in specific areas.
d. enable a student to utilize and combine all skills he/she has learned.
e. enable a student to understand the technicalities of a formal paper.



PROCEDURE FOR A RESEARCH PAPER
The following steps are suggested in prepam{g a research paper:

Choose a general subject.

Check for sources of information on the subject.

Limit or alter the subject if necessary.

Record information about sources on bibliography or source cards.

Record information from sources on note cards.

Organize information in a logical manner.

Write draft(s) of the paper with documentation and list of works cited.

Revise, edit, and rewrite the paper. and prepare it for presentation
following a standard format.
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This guide and your teacher will provide additional information about each of
the above steps as you go through the process of completing your research

paper.

STEP ONE: CHOOSE A SUBJECT

Because you will be writing your research paper as a class assignment, your
teacher may set limits on the types of subjects that may be used in your paper.
Within the teacher's limits, you should choose a subject that. above all, is
interesting to you. Remember that you will be spending several hours. days, or
even weeks gathering information and writing about your subject, so you will
want to choose one which will sustain your interest until your paper is
completed.

Other factors to consider in choosing a subject might be the audience for
whom you are writing, the length of the paper. the amount of information
available to you. and your teacher's expectations for the assignment (Gibaldi
and Achtert 2-3). If you need help in choosing a subject. check with your
teacher, talk to your friends and family, or browse in the library or on the
internet.

STEP TWO: CHECK FOR SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Although some information may come from your personal experiences or from
interviews or other primary sources.most information for your research paper
will probably be found in the library. To help you make the most of the
resources available in the library, your teacher may arrange to have the
librarian work with your class to review your library skills at the beginning of
the research paper process. Even if there isnota formal review in your class,
your teacher, the librarian, or library assistants may be willing to help you find
information on your subject. In the BHS library you may want to check the
following as you search for information: v )

- the card catalog
. CD-ROM databases
. online resources



- the Readers Guide to Periodical Literature or other specialized indexes

- dictionaries

- encyclopedias

- biographical reference works

- yearbooks and almanacs

- atlases

- specialized dictionaries and encyclopedias for specific subject areas
(Gibaldi 5-20)

Some teachers have specific requirements concerning the number and ty—e of
sources that should be used for their research paper assignments. Thic will
also have an effect on your search for information and your decision atout the
feasibility of your subject. In any case, you will probably want to use & variety
of sources. Here are some pros and cons of some of the most common types of
information sources used in high school research papers:

Books

pro: Often very thorough and authoritative. Usually--but not
always--someone who has written an entire book on a subject
knows a great deal about it.

con: An entire book takes a great deal of time to read. Usually your
time for doing research will be limited.
Many library books are several years old. It is often very important
that your information be as current as possible.
If you find an entire book on your subject, you may be tempted to
rely too heavily on it; remember that it is important to use a
variety of sources of information.

CD-ROM databases
pro: Lots of available information, sometimes quite current.
Easy to search for relevant information.
con: May not be as current as online resources or periodicals.

Online resources

pro: Abundant information, often extremely current.
Easy to search for the information you need.
con: Online resources are sometimes unreliable.

There is no editing or screening process for publishing on the world
wide web, so information may reflect the biases or lack of
knowledge of those publishing it; some websites are even
intentionally deceptive.

Magazines, newspapers, other periodicals

pro: Very current information. This can be helpful if you are working
with subjects where knowledge is new or changing rapidly, such as
science or social issues.

con: Some articles in magazines and other periodicals reflect the biases
of their editors or advertisers. Ifyou are looking for pure facts, you
will want to avoid biased information.
Some periodicals depend heavily on photographs and other
{llustrations to relay information. It may be difficult to convey
such information effectively in your research paper.



.Encyclopedias, dictionaries, other reference works

pro: Brief, easy-to-find bits of information. Can be especially helpful
during your preliminary search for information. .
con: Reference articles often lack depth.
Reference works can quickly become outdated in some subject
areas.

Information on a given subject can be very similar in many
reference works.
It is tempting to rely too heavily on encyclopedias.

STEP THREE: LIMIT OR ALTER THE SUBJECT

After a preliminary search for information, you may find that it is necessary to
limit your subject. Often students find that their subjects are simply too broad
to be covered in sufficient depth in a five- to ten-page paper. When you find an
overabundance of information--such as an entire book twritten on the subject
you have chosen--you will know that you will need to narrow your topic to
some specific aspect of your subject. When the opposite problem occurs--a
lack of usable information on your subject--you may need to broaden it or
change to another subject.

STEP FOUR: RECORD INFORMATION ABOUT SOURCES

It is vital to keep exact bibliographical data about each of your sources of
information. When you begin working with a new source. make outa
bibliography or source card for it. Usually, 3" X 5" index cards work well for
this purpose. Be sure to record bibliographical data carefully as it appears in
the source. It may seem unnecessary to record all this data for every source
you use during your research, but you will need precise bibliographical
information later for documentation and your list of works cited (Dangle and
Haussman 2). Many students find that it is effective to assign a source
number to each new source of information: this eiiminates the need to write
bibliographical data on each note card as you take notes.

The blbhographical data you will need to record varies slightly for different
types of sources. Following are some examples from Preparing the Research
Paper. the MLA Handbook (4th ed.), and A Guide for Writing Research Papers.
These are also correct formats for entries in your list of works cited. (See STEP
SEVEN.)




1. For a book by one autiior or editor:

ptle

author's

name ~~

Qurce

@1 number

Carson, Rachel. The Edge ofthe Sea. Boston: —_

~city of

name of / Houghton Mifflin, 1 955\ public. .on
publishex/

~year ‘
publi ation
2. For a book by two or more authors or editors:
source
-number
editors'] @/
names .
Garraty, John A. and Peter Gay, eds. The Coiumbia | city of
—publication
title History of the World. New York: Hamer &
name of
Row, 1972. 725-905. publisher
year of —
publicatipn T

—pages used
in source



3. For a book that is edited, compiled, or translated:

tige "~ -

ssource

author’s \

name T

number
g translators’

editor’s /Ed. Ernest L. Freud. Trans. Tania and James

name ~ |
Stern. New York: Basic Books, 1960.

city of / B

~—Freud, Sigmund. The Letters of Sigmund Freud. / names

year of
— publication

publicatipn iname of
publisher
4. For a book with no author's name given:
urce
mumber
t
1tle\ ( : ;
~Beowulf A Dual-Language Edition. Trans.and
city of
name of introd. Howell D. Chickering, Jr. Garden City, publication
translataqr ___—
and writgr of New York: Anchor Press/Doubleday, 1977.
introduction
year of
name of publication
publisher




5. For a selection from a collection of works:
- ource
mumber
author's
name ~—~~{__
Hanushek, Eric. “Ethnic Income Variations:

£ mname of
name o
selection /Magm'tudes and Explanations.” Essays collection

, and Data on American Ethnic Groups. Ed.

editor's— =
name ; .

Thomas Sowell. Washmgtan’“u'%clty of
name of | _—" Urban InstitutgA976. 139-G6. publication
publishes

— \
year of publication pages where selection appears

6. Fora

author’s

name ~~—_ sohen. Sheldon S. A History of Colonial Education:

editors’

names _—"Vincent P. Lannie. Studies in the History of

name of

in collection

book in a series:

number

1607-1776. Eds. Henry J. Perkinson and

American Education Series. New York'\

/SOurce
)tle

mame of
iseries

city of

publisher /w}gm 29-106.\ rpubncanon

-~ :
year of publication \pages used
in source



7. For a work in two or more volumes:

ource
number
author'’s @ _title
name \‘\Sandburg, Cari. Abraham Lincoin: The Prairie
name of
/publisher
Years. Vol.l. New York: Harcourt, Brace,
1926. 318-405.
volume —
number city of
publication
year of /1
publicatipn
N\
pages used
in source

8. For an article in an encyclopedia or similar reference work:

tj{le of article

ource

author's
name |

Americana. 1982 ed.

mumber
.g title of

“\Leet Don L. “Earthquake.” Encyclopedia /reference

\ Lear of

publication

Note: If no author is given, begin with the article title.
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9. For unsigned publications of government agencies, associations,
institutions, etc.:

publishing ' )
organizati‘TN @arce

U.S. Department of Energy, Div. of Environmental  lnumber

title —__| Control Technology. Shipments of Nuctear
mare of
ity of Euel and Waste: Are They Really Safe? ulisher
S ophcatbn —
publica washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1977. of
: ublication

10. For a signed article ina magazine or other periodical publication:

titlg of article ource

rumber
author's \ ate of T
name ~~_ >, «er Marjorie B. “The Functioning of Blood ublication

. Platelets.” Scientific:American June 1980:
pages in
source
86-103.

where
article / title of
appears | magazine

Note: If the article is unsigned. begin with the article title.



11. For a signed newspaper article:

ource
article title B number
author’s - .
name ——j—_ title of
Chin, Gwin. “Balletomanes Debate the Slyly/ pewspaper
Today's Dancers.” New York Times 7 AQK
1983; B24. date of
o jpublication
section anfl
page

Note: For an unsigned article, begin with the article title.

If the title of the newspaper

does not contain the name of

the city where it is published. insert the name of the city

in brackets (] immediately after the paper's title.

12. For a film on video:
dn'?ctor's name

source
umber

title of \ @

film —~_ s 2 Wondertul Life. Dir. Frank Capra. Pert.

names of James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionef

principal

performers Barrymore, and Thomas Mitchell. 1946.
/ Videocassette. Regublic, 19

medium-

year of
original
release

of

lease

[
name of distributor




ion program
urce
program title number

episode or j _\ @
segment ~ ,
title T~

“Frederick Douglass.” Civit War Journai. Narr.

Danny Glover. Dir. Craig Haffner. Artsgnd
/ ﬂ\r ~me of

~-——=-"" 13" For a radio or televis

pertinent ~ Entertainment Network. 6 AprJ993. e tWoTk
information

(performers.

director. broadcast
narrator, date

etc.)

14. For a sound recording:

source
title _mumber
author's \ ‘
name ~
: Williams, Tennessee. The Glass Menagerie. Perf. )
principal director's

performers\ Montgomery CIift, Julie Harrs, Jessicaw name

and David Wayne. Dir. Howard Sackler. LP.\\ :
medium

manufacturer— Caedmon, 1964.

vear of
release




15. For a letter received by the writer of the research paper:
sourge material -

urce
writer of number
letter —~~__ ) 15,
Jordan, Barbara. Letterto the author. 2 Feb. J1984. v
~_
date of
document
16. For an interview by the writer of the research paper:
source
L-number
person <
mterviewenN 16

Foss. Lukas. Personal interview. 22 Jan. 1982.
—————_date of

source - — At

material
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17. For a periodicaily published CD-ROM database: ource
uﬂ? of a_rticle /Islumber

author -
\\
Russo, Michelle Cash. “Recovering from
tigflt(e)fi\J Lrol. no. and
Sour ce \Bibliographic Instruction Blahs,”y g:tblig?ﬁ-‘vi
€

N ~0J. i o
title of —| Reference Quarterly 32 (1992): 178 83\Emwd ource
database Infotrac: Magazine index Plus. CD-F?QKFpage numbers

-

name of Information Access. Dec. 1993. medium
vendor "/ /

/
electronic publication date

18. For a nonperiodical publication on CD-ROM:

source
title\of the product

umber

title of - e -
article |~~~

“Albatross.” The Oxford English Dictionary. 2nd ed.

CD-ROM. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1992 edition
| — - . ford: or , 199Z.
mediu-m/ \ ear of
rp,mblicatmn
city of n
name of
publicatipn publisher

Note: If the name of the author is given, it should appear
before the article title.



19. For an online source:
source

ti.Qe of article T amber

author'é \ @ )

Alston, Robin. “The Battte of the Books.” Humanist. journal

vol. or —

T e no.\ 7.0176 (10 Sept. 1998) 10 pp. Online.~—_|

medium

name of mno. of
computes pages
network N
date of
publication
date of
access

Note: If the author’'s name is not given. begin with the article title.

20. Another format for an online source:

urce
tigle of article /i?xmber

author's \\ itle of
name ~—~—__ ) e o
i " '~ lcomplete work.

date of Alston, Robin. “The Battle of the Books. Humanist. journal.
g;ﬂl)au:tatif/1 0 Sept. 1993. <htrp://www.ccs.neu.edu/ pewsletter. etc.
revision .

home/lpb/mud-hrstory.htmb 5 De% date of
full URL | access
or http
address
in angle
brackets

Note: This is an alternate format for the same sourée used
in bibliography card sample 19 above. . :

For examples of bibliography cards for other types of sources, se€ the latest
edition of the MLA Handbook or A Guide for Writing Research Papers online at
<http:// 155.43.225.30/ mia.htm>.




STEP FIVE: RECORD INFORMATION FROM SOURCES

There are many effective ways to take notes on information gathered from the
sources you use during the research paper process, but most students find it
most practical to take notes on 4" x 6" index cards. If your note cards arc
prepared carefully, you can easily organize material later as you write you
research paper.

Three types of notes are commonly recorded on note cards--summaries.
paraphrases, and quotations. You should use a summary if you wish nly to
record only a main idea inferred from a rather large amount of material. If you
need more detailed notes without preserving the source's exact wording, you
should paraphrase, or restate ideas from the source in your own words.
Occasionally you will find that only the original wording found in the source
can express an idea effectively; when this happens, use an exact quotation.
When quoting a source, be sure to record every letter, every punctuation mark,
every word exactly as it appears in the source. Be sure to use quotation marks
carefully as you take notes so that you will be able to recognize quotations
later as you organize your note cards and write your paper (Gibaldi and Achtert
21).

Your teacher may have additional specific requirements for note cards.
Although your note cards are primarily for your own use as you write your
research paper, some teachers will ask that you turn them in at some point
during the research paper process.

Here are some additional tips for note-taking from Preparing the Research
Paper:

a. Use 4" x 6" index cards. Smaller cards (3" x 5", for example) will work.
but many students find that they are too small to hold the notes
they need.

b. Write on only the front of each card. Writing on both sides will make it
difficuit to organize notes later.

c. Record notes on only one aspect of your subject from only one
information source on each note card. Doing otherwise will make
organizing your notes difficuit.

d. Include the following on every note card:

(1) a source number to identify the source of the information contained
on the note card.

(2) a slug or heading naming the aspect of your research subject treated
on the card. Note card slugs will come in handy later as: "u
organize your notes. ‘

(3) notes on material from information sources.

(4) page numbers along the left margin to indicate where informz::on
was found in the source. You will need exact page numbers :ater
for documentation.

e. Avoid taking notes on obvious, general statements. You will usually
need to record only information that is new to you or stated in an
exceptional way.



f. You should keep your notes as brief as possible, but if you need to make
a note that will not fit on one card, continue it on another card.
being careful to inciude everything listed in item d. above (Dangle
and Haussman 9-10). )

If you take notes carefully, you should not need to return to your information

" sources for any reason during the writing of your paper. The following example
based on information from Preparing the Research Paper should be helpful:

heading

or slug \ source number
Periwinkles: Evolutionary Development @

page//47 Tiny snails found in upper levels of tide zone. ... firstofthe

numbers 'sea creatures pressing up to the threshold of the land.” Life

from t~~s50,/ cycle adapted to the rhythm of the sea. When tide up, active,

source faed on micropiants. Developed organ with rows of teeth to

scrape moist rocks. Become sluggish, inactive during

waterless periods. “In the structure and habits of the three

species found on the New Engtand coast, one can sée clearly

no teg |_—"the evolutionary stages by which a marine creature is
transformed into a land dweller.”

STEP SIX: ORGANIZE INFORMATION

Before you can begin writing an effective research paper. it will be necessary to
organize the information you have gathered from your sources in some logical
manner. Your scheme of organization will depend on the nature of your
teacher's assignment. your audience, the information you have found. and the
ideas on your subject that you wish to emphasize in your paper.

The following organizational tips may be helpful:

- Sort your note cards using the slug, or heading, on each card, keeping.
cards containing related information together. -
. Make an informal outline or cluster based on the headings on the note
célards and arrange piles of cards according to your outline or "~
uster. . _, . . . .
- Remember that as you plan your organizational scheme, you will wantto-
consider your own ideas and conclusions as well as raw Co
information from your sources.
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You may discover as you organize your notes that you need more information
on some aspects of your subject. In this case, further research will be
necessary. :

Your teacher may require that you submit a formal or informal outline at this
stage in the research paper process. Be sure to ask about acceptable outline
forms or other requirements.

STEP SEVEN: WRITE DRAFT(S) OF THE PAPER

Like any other quality piece of writing, a good research paper may require
working through several drafts. As you draft, revise, and reorganize your paper.
you will probably find it helpful to seek the advice of your teachers, fellow
students, family members, or others knowledgeable about your subject.

A vital feature of a research paper is documentation indicating the sources of
information used. As you write the various drafts of your paper, you will want
to be especially careful to give credit for borrowed ideas or wording. There are
two widely acceptable ways of crediting your sources--in context and in
parenthetical documentation. Crediting in context gives credit to a source
right in the text of your paper by mentioning it in a sentence. (Credit is
usually given in context if an entire work. rather than just a portion of a work,
is being cited.) This saves the reader the trouble of looking tn your list of

works cited. The following example shows crediting in context:

The problem of American behavior abroad is a factor
affecting all Americans. whether tourists or government
workers, each American represents America to the other people

of the world. 1In their book The Uqly American, Lederer and

Burdick suggest that Americans live with the nationals rather
than apart in splendor. They also suggest speaking the

language and eating the food of other countries when abroad.

Parenthetical documentation is practical when you need to identify exactly
where in your source you have found the material you have used in your paper.
A parenthetical citation immediately follows the location in the text of your
paper where material from the source has been used. Usually, a parenthetical
citation includes the author's last name and the number(s) of the page(s) in
the source where the information was found. (For exceptions, see your teacher
or the latest edition of the MLA Handbook.) The following is an example of the

use of a parenthetical citation:

Y38



The problem of American Behavior abrcad is a factor
affecting all Americans. Whether tourists or goverhment
workers, each American represents America tO the people of
the world. A best selling novel once suggested that
Amﬁricans live among the people, that they speak the
language, and that they eat the food of other countries when

abroad (Lederer and Burdick 268).

The parenthetical citation, (Lederer and Burdick 268), would direct an
interested reader to the list of works cited at the end of the paper, where

complete bibliographical information on the source could be found:

Lederer, William, and Eugene Burdick. The Uglv American. New

vork: Norton, 1958.

The MLA Handbook (3rd ed.) also suggests that you consider the readability and
clarity of your paper when using parenthetical citations. Placement of
citations in the text is also important:

To avoid interrupting the flow of your writing, place the parenthetical
reference where a pause would naturally occur (preferably at the end of a
sentence), as near as possible to the material it documents. The
parenthetical reference precedes the punctuation mark that concludes
the sentence, clause, or phrase containing the borrowed material
(Gibaldi and Achtert 159).

Your list of works cited should appear at the end of your paper, beginning on
a new page following the last page of your text. Alphabetize entries in your list
of works cited by the author's last name. If the author’s name is not provided
in the source, alphabetize by the first word (other than a, an, or the) in the title
of the source. The first line of each entry in the list of works cited should be
flush against the left margin: subsequent lines of the entry should be indented.
Data and formats needed for entries in a list of works cited vary slightly among
different types of sources. (See STEP FOUR.) Carefully note the following.,
examples from thg‘WHandbook: ' o
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Book by a single author:

Fairbanks, Carol. Prairie Women: Images in American and

canadian Fiction. New Haven: Yale UP, 1986.

Book by more than one author:

Hyde, Margaret 0., and Elizabeth Held Forsyth. Suicide:

The Hidden Epidemic. Rev. ed. New York: Watts, 1986.

Article in a reference book:

Chiappini, Luciano. “Este, House of." Encvciopaedia

. Britannica: Macropaedia. 1974.

Work in an anthology:
Rubinstein, Arye. “Children with AIDS and the Public Risk."
ATDS: Facts and Issues. Ed. Victor Gong and Norman

Rudnick. New Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 1986. 99-103.

Article from a magazine:
Prince, Dinah. “"Marriage in the '80s." New vork 1 June

1987: 30-38.

A WWW site or other online resource:
Burka, Lauren P. "A Hypertext History of Mult-User Dimensions."
MUD History. 1993. <http: / /www.ccs.neu.edu/home/ 1pb/mud-

history.html>. &5 Dec. 1994.



There are many more detailed examples showing proper formats for entries in
lists of works cited in the MLA Handbook-for-Writers of Research Papers (4th ed.)
and in A Guide for Writing Research Papers online at

<http://155.43.225.30/ mia.htm>.

STEP EIGHT: PREPARE YOUR PAPER FOR PRESENTATION

An important part of the research paper process is making sure that the final
draft of your paper follows a standard format. A research paper format such as
the MLA format which provides the basis for this guide is not designed to make
a student's job more difficult; rather, it is designed to ensure a measure of
uniformity among papers that will enable the reader of a paper to devote the
bulk of his/her attention to the writer's ideas rather than to figuring out the
system for presenting the ideas. Remember that your goal is to communicate;
following an accepted format enhances communication. Here are some other
guidelines from the MLA Handbook (3rd ed.):

1. Whenever possible, a research paper should be keyed on a word processor or
typewritten. The entire paper, including the list of works cited, should be
double spaced with one-inch margins at the top and bottom and both
sides of each page. Use standard 8 1/2" x 11" paper. Always use only
one side of each sheet. If for some reason you cannot type or key your
paper, you will still need to follow the above guidelines and make your
handwriting as neat as possible, using only dark blue or black ink.

2. All pages. including the list of works cited, should be numbered
consecutively. Each page number should appear one half inch below the
top of the page flush against the right margin. Your last name should
appear before the page number to ensure that none of your pages will be
misplaced.

3. One inch from the top of the first page and flush against the left margin,
type your name, your teacher's name, the name of the course and the
period. and the date on separate lines. double-spacing between lines.
Centered a double space below this heading should be your title, which
should not be underlined. enclosed in quotation marks, or typed in all
capitals. Another double space below your title should be the first line of
your text.

4. Keep things simple. A separate title page for a research paper is not
necessary. An outline or table of contents is also unneeded; in a well
written paper, your scheme of organization shouid be readily apparent
without the need for an outline. Do not put your finished paper in a
binder; it will be an unnecessary expense for you and a nuisance foryour-
teacher. Itis sufficient to fasten your paper with a paper ciporasingle -
staple in the upper left corner. SETR e eneRied s

Remember that you will expend a great deal of time and effort on a good L
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Autism: A Certain Uncertainty

How can we begin to discuss autism when we hardly know what
it is? Autistic children have only recently attracted popular
attention in the United States. Lorna Wing, M.D., states:

It seems likely that there have always been autistic
children, although it is only in the last twenty-five
years that they have been named as a group and thought
of separately from other severely mentally handicapped
children. Perhaps they were the reason for the legends
of the fairy changeling children, in wnich the fairies
were believed to steal away a human baby and leave a
fairy child in its place (6) .

The word autism stems from the Greek word autos, meaning "self*;

psychiatrists use the term to describe self-absorbed and withdrawn
behavior (Wing 4). The cause of autism is unknown and diagnosis
is difficult because the symptoms of autism are as different as
the personalities of its victims. Because the origin of autism
remains a mystery, we cannot agree upon a fairly certain cure for

this frightening disorder.

Autism usually appears in children within the first two and a

g
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half years of life. It occurs in four or five children in every
ten thousand. The autistic child is usually the first born into a
family, and the occurrence of autism in males cutnumbers that in
females by almost three to one. The autistic child is withdrawn
from his environment. He fails to establish normal parent-child
relationships. In some cases, the autistic child is apathetic.
Some have been described as being "as nearly dead as it is
possible to pe and still go on functioning* (Gay 160). In other
cases, the child is hyperactive and may throw Zrequent temper
tantrums for seemingly senseless reasons. Autistic children are
reported as having excellent memories. Leo Kanmer, an American
child psychologist who first identified autism in 1943, described
one hyperactive victim of autism with an exquisite memory "who
screamed in implacable fury when one block was experimentally
turned in a jumble of blocks and toys left on the floor during the
child's absence. Each block had to be returned to its exact place
before the child was satisfied" (Rimland 11).

one terrifying habit exhibited by autistic children is their
self-destructiveness. Some mutilate their hands and shoulders by
piting them to the bone. Others will bang their hands against the
wall until bloody. They also behave in other peculiar ways. So??

engage im repetitive motions that would make a robot }ook human.

They wave their hands in. front of their faces cr walk back and

forth in a straight line for hours. Another strange symptom of”
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autism, according to Dr. Bernard Riml;nd, author of several works
on the subject, is the child's failure to speak or the loss of
already acquired speech and the use of a "non-communicative,
parrot-like monotone" (11).

Surprisingly, some autistic children show advanced spat:-al
ability and coordination, while others, according to Anne Alvarez,
are "limp, like a puppet whose strings have been dropped* (72).

Tt must be remembered, though, that these children are not stupid
or retarded by any means. As Dr. Rimland states: "It has been
noted by a number of writers that autistic chilidren can sometimes
assemble jig-saw puzzles as readily when the picture is facing
down as when it is visible* (11) .

The cause of autism has eluded scientists and psychologists
since its identification in 1943. Many experts believe that it is
the result of a genetic defect, but this has been disproven by the
discovery reported by Nikolass Tingergen that iIn two sets of
twins, only one in each set became autistic (20). Others, he
states, believe it is caused by "irreparable abnormalities* that
occur at birth (20). Dr. Rimland believes.that autistic children
may suffer from some organic defect in the lef+ hemisphere of the
brain. These children are deficient in skills associated with
that side of the brain, such as speech, but not in spatial and
musical tasks, which the right side of the brain appears to

perform (0ffeir 78).
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Some specialists contend that_antism is caused, or greatly
influenced by, the emotional attitudes of the parents. ‘Antonio
Ferreira, M.D., in his article, "The Pregnant Woman's Emotional
Attitude and Its Reflection on the Unborm," set up tests to
determine whether a prenatal emotional environment exists and
whether the mother's attitude could cause deviant behavior similar
to the behavior displayed by autistic children. He questioned the
mothers in two areas of interest, "Fear of Harming the Baby* and
“Rejection of Pregnancy." The results of his test showed a high
correlation between those mothers who were indeed fearful of
harming their babies or who rejected their pregnancy and those
pabies who exhibited behavior deviant from that of normal babies.
Thus, he concluded that the prenatal emotional attitude of the
mother can affect the behavior of her child. He did not bothgr to
ask whether the mothers continued to fear harming their children
or felt guilt about their rejection of their pregnancies after the
children were borm.

The postnatal emotional attitudes of both parents of autistic
children have, however, been considered causes of the disorder.

The parents have been described by Dr. Rimiand as being highly

intelligent, "cold, bookish, formal, introverted, disdainful. of=
IR Sl S e =t~

frivolity, humorless, détached, and highly, even ex;ensEGEIT‘

rational and objective," and as giving 'mechanical_attentionf‘tqr

their children (25). Nikolass Tingergen believes that these
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