Flanagan High School
Chemistry

Teacher: Mr. Sternschein
Text book: Modern Chemistry- Holt
Student/parent contact: 
1. Room 936 ( 2nd.  period planning)
1. Telephone # 754-3060, voice mail # 5741
1. Email: Paul.Sternschein@Browardschools.com
1. Web page: www.quia.com/pages/flanagansci.html

Course description: Will include but not be limited to the nature of science, the properties of matter, atoms, the periodic table, intermolecular forces, chemical reactions, equations, and calculations. Lab work and homework will provide a form of alternative assessment, reinforce course work, and develop necessary scientific process skills. 

Rules: in order for me to provide a pleasant and effective atmosphere for learning, I ask you to adhere to the following 8 rules:

1. Keep the room clean, respect your fellow classmates, profanity will not be tolerated.
2. Don’t walk into my class empty handed- be prepared!
3. Pay attention during class, no talking while I am talking.
4. If you have something to say, raise your hand. 
5. Stay in your seat unless you have permission, the class will be dismissed when it is in order.
6. Eating or drinking in class is prohibited.
7. Passes are limited to a max of 3 per 9 weeks semester (unless you have a Dr.’s note on file).
8. All C.F.H.S. and code of conduct will be enforced.

Consequences of rule violations: Cumulative measures will be taken, according to the discipline matrix.  Please review “students responsibilities” in the code of conduct.

Category I						       Category II
1. Verbal reprimand                             		                	Administrative referral
2. Change or loss of seat (if applicable)
3. Removal from classroom with assignment
4. Student/ Teacher conference with parent notification
5. 30 min. detention with parent notification
6. Internal suspension
7. Administrative referral

Grading policy:
A = 90-100%							Test/ quizzes = 30%
B = 80-86%		B+ = 87-89%				Homework    = 20%
C = 70-76%		C+ = 77-79%				Class work    = 30%
D = 60-66%		D+ = 67-69%				Performance = 20%
F = <60%

Necessary materials: Paper, writing utencils, scientific calculator, a spiral, composition notebook, or folder with paper.  A 3-ring binder (for notes), correction fluid, highlighter, and ruler, are helpful but optional. Internet access whether at home or elsewhere is almost essential!
Textbooks: May be accessed via internet or may be checked out.

Quia:  Quia is the website where most of your homework assignments will be posted.  Aside from homework, there will be several activities and helpful sites available to facilitate the study of chemistry.  You will be assigned a quia password and username.  Homework done on Quia is automatically graded and sent to me.

Test/ quizzes: Tests will be announced well in advance of being given. Quizzes can be given either announced or unannounced. Like other graded work, it is your responsibility to make up all assignments.   Occasionally, timed tests & quizzes may be posted on Quia as well.  

Homework: The purpose of homework is to reinforce the concepts covered in class. Some students require more homework than others. Students who can pass their quizzes/tests, and maintain at least a “B” average may be exempt from written homework. You will be re-evaluated after each quiz or test and informed of your status. Other than that, all students are required to do homework. Homework is due on my desk within 1 minute of the late bell on the due date. Work turned in 24.0 hrs. later will be subject to a penalty of 20%. Anything received after that is at a 50% penalty. 

Classwork: Is assigned to check your comprehension of the material. Class work is due in the time specified.  For an extended period of absences, it is advisable for you to contact a fellow student or myself. All assignments will reflect the curriculum and improve student achievement. All work done in class counts! (either as class work or performance)

Performance: this grade consists of various aspects including class assignments. completness, citizen-ship, and ability to follow class rules.  Inability to follw class rules will result in a loss of points. Five points are accumulated daily and are input on a weekly basis.  Performance points should be made up in lieu of excused absences or lost class time.
			
Cheating: Is getting information or work from someone else and taking credit for it.  Paraphrasing, or plagiarism are not acceptable!  You will be monitored for cheating throughout the term and if suspected; confronted. Giving information is just as wrong as taking it.

Successful completion of this course will require the student to demonstrate competency in the areas of reading, writing, and math as an integral part of the Florida Sunshine Standards. These standards are incorporated in the F.C.A.T. which all students must pass in order to receive a standard diploma.

Chemistry is not an easy subject; (but may be very rewarding). It requires effort and time.  If you cannot put in at least 2 hours per week at home you may have a difficult time.  We will utilize a number of learning strategies this term integrating computer science, reading, math, history, and art in our studies. We will be doing a lot of work this term, but if you don’t understand something, please ask questions. We can all learn from each other.


