Change over time: Account for the continuity and for changes in the patterns of migration between 1945 and 2000.
· A change from British-based migration to general European migration after World War II. This was followed by an opening up of migration from the Middle East and, eventually, Asia, until any migrant was accepted into Australia ‘as long as they could contribute to the development of Australia or were re-uniting with immediate family members’.
· ‘Populate or perish’ was the immediate postwar slogan of the government.
· Migration was desired during 1949 to provide labour and stimulate economic growth, to find new workers who would bring new skills and to increase the population which would mean greater coverage of the continent.
· Free migration was offered to British ex-servicemen and their families but not enough were interested.
· Other British migrants were offered assisted passage for a fare of £10 but not enough were interested.
· Refugees ‘of the right type’ were then sought from the northern European countries.
· When not enough came to Australia migrants from southern Europe were accepted including Greeks, Italians and Maltese.
· The dictation test was abolished in 1958.
· From 1966 migrant acceptance became based on what the migrant could offer Australia.
· In 1973 the Immigration Restriction Act was changed, and, from then on, race was no longer a determining criterion for migration.

1970s boat people
· Hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese who had supported the pro-democracy movement and/or the US/Australian involvement found themselves refugees when the communists won.
· Thousands came to Australia and contributed to changes taking place.
· Cambodia also fell to communism and came under the control of the Khmer Rouge led by Pol Pot. Hundreds of thousands more refugees fled from Cambodia and then Laos.
· More than 500 boat loads of people arrived on the northern coast of Australia over the next few years, reaching its peak in 1978, seeking asylum in Australia. Many thousands died on the way.
· More than 55 000 boat people from camps in Thailand and Malaysia were accepted into Australia as genuine refugees between 1975 and 1982.
· Many settled in enclaves like Cabramatta then brought out other members of their families bringing their numbers to about 95 000 people.
Significance of the 1970s boat people
· They contributed to the end of discrimination in migration to Australia and the establishment of multiculturalism.
· They increased Australia’s links with Asia.
· They began to change Australia to more of a focus on Asia rather than looking to Britain or the US.
· They changed the ethnic distribution of Australia.
· They have changed the culture of Australia.
Multiculturalism
· This is a term used in Australia since the 1970s to indicate the acceptance and tolerance of people from many different ethnic backgrounds who have the right to practise their different cultures, traditions and languages.
· It began in the 1970s in recognition of the failure of assimilation and the fact that Australia was already multicultural.
· Two specific acts enshrined multiculturalism in law—the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 and the Racial Vilification Act which followed it.
Significance of Multiculturalism
· It has has changed many aspects of Australian society, from migration to food.
· Not everyone accepts multiculturalism and there continues to be a debate about its role in Australia particularly about 
	—  
	the rate of migration

	—  
	the creation of enclaves of particular ethnic groups

	—  
	the fact that instead of creating unity and loyalty it can promote division

	—  
	the fact that some migrants cannot and will not fit in

	—  
	the disappearance of the traditional ties to Britain.



