The Visit (1986)

The story of a family of Vietnamese refugees reunited briefly after ten years.
In the 1960s and early 1970s the Australian Government supported the South Vietnamese Government in its war against the communist North Vietnamese, and its supporters in the South. In 1975 the North defeated the South. Many supporters of the South were harshly punished and victimised, and many fled

as refugees, risking their lives in small boats. Families were often separated in the process. If the refugees survived the boat trip to Malaysia, they often had to stay for years in terrible refugee camps, in the hope of being accepted by nations such as Australia.
1 What impression do you get of this Vietnamese family? For example, do they seem more Vietnamese or more Australian in their way of life?
2 What were the driving forces behind Pham Lam’s decision to flee Vietnam?
3 Why did he come to Australia?
4 What are the main driving forces in Pham Lam’s life? How do they influence his behaviour? Look at the interview with Pham Lam on the DVD to explore this further.
5 What is his attitude to Australia? Does it surprise you at all? Explain your reasons. Look at the interview with Pham Lam on the DVD to explore this further.
6 The image of Australia is of the ‘promised land’ for refugees, saving them and giving them hope and a new start. Is this Pham Lam’s attitude towards Australia?
7 Migration often creates a tension between the old culture and the new one. How does the family see the ‘balance’ in their lives now—is it predominantly Vietnamese or predominantly Australian? Do you see it in the same way? Explain your reasons.
