PRELIMINARY MODERN HISTORY
USING AND CITING SOURCE MATERIAL

Exercise 2
Read the following paragraph and insert a footnote at each and every point taken from the source material at

http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Kaiser_Wilhelm_II_on_German_Interests_in_China
http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Bülow's_'Hammer_and_Anvil'_Speech_before_the_Reichstag_(The_English_Translation)
http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/The_Dual_Alliance_Between_Austria-Hungary_and_Germany
http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/The_Three_Emperors'_League
http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/The_Triple_Alliance_(The_English_Translation)
Europe was plunged into war in 1914. This came about as a result of a number of causes, both long and short term. Wilhelm II, Kaiser of Germany, was interested in ‘Weltpolitik’ and as part of this had expressed an interest in gaining “a place in the sun”. Germany was jealous of the British colonial empire and saw Russia beginning to expand its territories. Bulow, in his speech before the Reichstag on December 11 1899 made this very clear.
Some of the reasons that Germany desired to expand was an increase in population as well as a strongly developed industry, but most especially it was the feeling that Germany was being left behind while other countries gain more colonial territory at their expense. They were also strongly motivated by their militaristic outlook.
In 1879 Germany had negotiated an agreement with Austria-Hungary requiring that they would provide support against Russia should either of them be attacked.  By 1881 Russia had been added to the alliance as part of the Three Emperors League. This was to ensure they would support each other against Turkish aggression, however, each could pursue their own interests in the Balkans.

