
Class Supplies: Since I have the pleasure of seeing your children every day, these items should be included in their bags everyday:

1. Student Agenda (School policy does not allow students to cut it)

2. A current novel.  (Many teachers have silent reading time.)

3. 1 one inch 3 ring binder with loose-leaf paper, 5 subject dividers, labeled:  Grammar, Literature, Vocabulary, Writing Tech. and Misc.

4. Pens, Black or Blue – No exceptions. Except, of course for computerized tests  (No. 2 pencil)

5. Highlighters and colored markers

6. Flash drive

In addition parents, help our kids reach for the stars:  See suggested class supplies on the board.  Please take a star!  Extras include: tissues, hand sanitizer, “baby wipes”, spray cleaner, staples, binder clips, poster board, poster size post-its, markers, whiteboard markers, card stock and more!

Class Expectations:

1. Class work and homework will be neatly written in blue or black ink only and properly headed.  
2. Students will work exclusively on Language Arts/Literature content in class.  

3. When a student finishes the class assignment, s/he may work on homework for either language arts or literature only.  In addition, s/he may read her/his novel and may contribute this time to her/his reading log (see below).

4. Students have signed an agreement of honesty.  
5. It is the student’s responsibility to write her/his assignments in the student’s agenda.

 Parents please review their student’s agenda book daily. 

6. The three-ring notebook will be inspected on a regular basis.  

7. There is no such thing as a “Late Assignment”.  

8. Absentee Students are responsible for making up tests, class work and homework. 

9. The grading policy is:  EVERYTHING COUNTS.

Teacher Expectations:

1. NUMBER ONE GOAL: Create a Positive Learning Environment.  

2. THE GUIDELINES FOR OUR CLASS ARE:  BE PROMPT, BE PREPARED, BE PRODUCTIVE AND BE RESPECTFUL.

3. It is my intention to give every student the OPPORTUNITY to achieve an A or B.  
Movies: Films are an extremely effective medium for literary elements. The following movies may be viewed in full or in part during this school year.  All are rated PG, G or Not Rated. The Outsiders, I Am David A Christmas Story, Edward Scissorhands, The Lion King, Life is Beautiful, Akela and the Bee, The Incredibles, Remember the Titans, Rudy, Bridge to Tarabithia, To Kill a Mockingbird

Documentaries:  Powaqqatsi, Spelling Bee, Hoop Dreams, Lost Boys of Sudan

While we will not have time to see all the above mentioned movies in full, all have enriching value based on the Themes chosen for seventh grade in Broward County.  If you would prefer an alternate assignment, A “Request For Alternate Assignment” Form, Form 2238A,  has been provided for your convenience.
A Note about Novels:  As our young ones explore the world of literature and literary elements such as character, setting, plot, tone, voice, it is to their best interest to purchase the novels we read.  While I have many graphic organizers for them to take notes, it may help them to be able to mark-up their very own book.  This will help them when studying for their exam, and for later in life.

A Note about Homework and Reading:  Students should spend time EVERY night working on the Language Arts/Literature course.  If there is no pending work due, your child needs to read, read, read.  

The Reading Log:  Students are expected to read twenty hours silently and four hours aloud to you or another person. (The exception is for this first quarter: fifteen hours silently and one hour aloud).  The reading log should be created as follows:

Date
Time
Page Numbers

Title

Summary of Plot


Listener’s name/silent 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Example:

Date
Time
Page Numbers

Title

Summary of Plot


Listener’s name/silent 

	Th.

9/18/08
	25min.
	112-130
	The Hobbit
	Bilbo meets Aragorn at the Tavern.


	Vanessa, my sister

	Fri

9/19/08
	2 hr.
	131-155
	The Hobbit
	Bilbo escapes the nine horsemen.  He meets the queen of the elves.
	Silent


Parents, please keep track of your child’s reading time.  Once your child has completed her/his required hours, sign the log as confirmation.  It is ultimately up to you to make sure this assignment is complete and turned in. For the second, third and forth quarters, a total of 24 hours per quarter are required.  For the first quarter, a total of 16 hours are required.  Any additional reading will be counted as extra credit. 
Contact Information

If you would like to schedule a conference, please call 754-323-3700 and ask to speak to the grade level secretary, Ms. Runyon.  
My email address is julia.brescia@browardschools.com
I will be establishing a website on quia that may be reached through the Nova website. 
Thank you so much for coming tonight.   It is a pleasure to meet you.  Your child is a very unique individual and I am lucky to be a guidepost on her/his journey!

Language Arts & Literature


Ms. Brescia








