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Mrs. Gainor’s WORLD WAR II VFT

Three Theatres-A Show to Remember
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           World War II was fought in three theatres or locations: European front, Pacific front, and the African front. This virtual field trip is a time capsule of the human experiences enveloped in this deadly war.  Families were

separated and many lives were tragically lost during this world conflict. Experience the exploits of the soldiers, the personal implications of the Holocaust survivors, as well as the strategies developed to achieve ultimate victory during this devastating time in history.
Become an active participant as you allow these virtual activities to transport you back in time. Click, learn, and enjoy this interactive experience.

European Theatre

Germany used typewriters called “enigmas” for communication. These were vital to the success of the Axis powers and were retrieved by the Allies on German U-boats during very dangerous missions. Learn about the secret missions, captured vessels and the decoding techniques used during these deadly operations.






Enigma "Typewriter"
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Continued………………….

War cannot always be avoided. Dictators such as Stalin, Hitler, and Mussolini created an environment of terror and conflict. These villains manipulated the lives of their people, often using torture and propaganda to gain wealth and power. Boys, fathers, uncles, and friends perished trying to protect the innocent and preserving freedom. Listen to soldiers recant their frightening moments on the battlefield and relieve the terror they encountered as they reached the beaches of Normandy during the D-Day invasion.


Soldier's Stories
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Hitler’s “final solution” murdered 6 million Jews and 4 million other “un-desirables.” Listen to the heart-wrenching stories of Holocaust survivors. Their torture and imprisonment left scars and frightening memories filled with sadness, pain, and loss.
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Pacific Theatre




Less than 12 hours after bombing Pearl Harbor, the Japanese attacked airbases in the Philippines. The surprise attack on Battleship Row created chaos as torpedoes and bombs obliterated ship after ship. The once peaceful waters transformed themselves into raging fire as fuel ignited and ships sunk. On 4/18/1942 Colonel Doolittle retaliated by bombing Tokyo. Participate in wartime strategies as you play the Battle of the Atlantic simulated game.

Battle of the Atlantic game
Japanese soldiers defended heavily fortified islands over the western half of the Pacific Ocean. American commanders Douglas MacArthur and Admiral Chester Nimitz carefully planned and decided to only attack important islands. This island hopping strategy brought success and saved lives. Do you think their tactics were effective? What would you have done differently as you faced an enemy desperate enough to commit suicide in order to defend his country?  Check out the map of these islands and evaluate the situation.

[image: image6.wmf]
Pacific Ocean Map
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On Sunday, 12/7/1941 the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor’s Battleship Row.
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 died and 1,178 were wounded. Visit the memorial and relive the emotional stories lovingly depicted by family and friends as they mourn the loss of their loved ones.                       

Pearl Harbor Memorial
African Theatre

The British forces halted General Erwin Rommel of the German Forces. This attack surprised and stunned the Germans who retreated. American General Dwight Eisenhower led Canadian, British and American troops to victory when he trapped Rommel’s forces causing them to surrender. Who was this brave commander who later used his military background to become the President of the United States? Learn more about General Eisenhower’s personal and professional life.
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General Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Exchanging virtual field trips with my partner provided the feedback needed to improve this project. Lisa suggested the addition of adjectives to entice the students. She also thought I should create some general background on the three theatres before plunging the students into their trip. Her encouragement has been ongoing and we regularly edit one another’s papers and offer feedback. What a joy and a privilege it is to work with someone who strives for excellence and critiques my work with encouragement and sound advice. 

