
 
You will be tested on these terms during the FCAT reading test in April 

 
Figurative Language 

1) Figurative Language: Language that involves use of words or phrases that describe one thing 
in terms of another-involved some sort of imaginative comparison. 
 *not meant to be understood on a LITERAL level 
 
2) Simile: comparison of two things that have some quality in common, using like or as 
Example:  1)She stood in front of the altar, shaking like a freshly caught trout-Maya Angelou 

2) My heart is like a singing bird 
 
3) Metaphor: comparison of two things that have some quality in common (without like or as) 
Example:  1) In the evening of life 

2) My soul is an enchanted boat 
 
4) Personification: figure of speech in which a non-human thing or quality is written about as if 
it were human. 
Examples:   1) The blue stars shiver, human attributes are given to stars 

2) The wood stood up and gave a shout, human attributes given to _______? 
 
5) Hyperbole: A figure of speech where the truth is exaggerated for emphasis or humorous 
effect. Used to intensify description or to emphasize nature of something. 
Examples: That limousine is as long as an ocean liner. 
 
6) Symbolism: the use of something concrete (i.e. an object, setting, event, animal, or person) 
that functions in a text to represent something more.   
Example:  A dark forest has often been used as a symbol of being lost or confused. 
 
7) Pun: play on multiple meanings of a word or on two words that sound alike but have different 
meanings: 
Example:  I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger. Then it hit me. 

Use “Help Me Howard” from WSVN for further explanation 
 
 

Descriptive Language  
 
1) Theme: not the same as moral (rule of conduct).  A theme gives us insight into the writer’s 
view of the world or human nature, think about the lessons learned by the main characters to life. 
 
2) Imagery: language that appeals to the senses, either one of more of them (sight, hearing, 
smell, taste, touch)-to help the reader imagine exactly what is being descried. 
 
3) Tone: expression of the writer’s attitude toward a subject, reflects the feelings of the writer 
Example: serious, humorous, sarcastic, playful, ironic, bitter, objective 
 



4) Irony: contrast between what is expected and what actually exists of happens 
A. Verbal Irony: contrast between what one says and what one means 
B. Dramatic irony: contrast between what a character believes and what a reader knows 
C. Situational irony: contrast between what occurs and what one expects to occur. 
 
5) Mood: the feeling or atmosphere that a writer creates for a reader 
 
6) Alliteration: the repetition of the same sound, usually of a consonant, at the beginning of two 
or more words that are immediately after one another or at short intervals  
Example: The repetition of f and g in fields ever fresh, groves ever green 
 
7) Onomatopoeia: the use of words whose sounds suggest their meaning 
Example: meow, buzz, splash 
 
8)  Allusion: a reference to a statement, well-known person, place or event from literature, 
history, mythology, politics, sports, science, or the arts. 
 
9) Satire:  the type of writing that ridicules (makes fun of) human weakness, vice, or folly in 
order to bring about social reform (change). Tries to persuade the reader to do or believe 
something by showing the opposite view as absurd or even as vicious and inhumane. 
Example: exaggeration:  
1) In George Orwell’s novel Animal Farm, he used barnyard animals to mock (make fun of) the 
way people abuse political power.  
2) The Simpsons 
 
 


