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FuLrFiLL OUR NATIONAL DESTINY

America’s stunning triumph over Spain has ushered our nation into a new era of opportunity
and responsibility. Just as the courage of our founding fathers opened the door to taming the
North American continent, the heroism of our soldiers and sailors in Cuba and the Philippines
has revealed a new horizon of expansion and possibility. This is our God-given mission. We
must grasp the empire that our brave young men have won and fulfill our national destiny.

From the beginning, America has been more than just another country. Rather, we have been
chosen by God for greatness. With divine blessing, hard work, and a sense of duty rooted in
our Anglo-Saxon heritage, we have built the greatest nation on earth. No other country can
compete with the productivity of America’s farms and factories. No other people has
demonstrated the same capacity for wise and moderate self-government. Now we have the
opportunity — some would say the obligation — to extend the grand American experiment
beyond our shores.

America’s economic future lies abroad. The ingenuity, efficiency, and innovation of our people
are producing more than our country can consume. As we have witnessed in recent years, the
economic problems and social unrest resulting from surplus production threaten to bring down
all that we have achieved. We must look overseas, particularly to the Far East, to continue
advancing. The markets of Asia hold the key to keeping America’s economy healthy and strong.
To reach them, however, we need to control the Philippines in their entirety. With their safe
harbors and strategic location, the Philippine islands are the gateway to all of Asia.

Of course, our role in the Philippines must go well beyond economics. Now that we have rescued
the Filipinos from Spanish misrule, we owe it to them to bring the benefits of American
civilization to the islands. We must accept the responsibilities that have been laid before us.
Outside of a small educated elite in Manila and a handful of wealthy landowners, most Filipinos
are in a primitive state. During three centuries of Spanish colonial rule, the islands made little
progress. To move forward, the Filipinos need the firm and fair government that only the United
States can provide. They need order and security as they learn about the American concepts of
democracy and freedom. They need our helping hand to develop the resources of their islands
and to enter the modern age. The task awaiting us is difficult and probably thankless, but it is
the morally correct thing to do.

Consider the alternatives. In this age of ruthless colonialism, the Philippines without U.S.
protection would be easy prey for powerful, unscrupulous nations like Japan and Germany.
As they were under the Spanish, the Filipinos would again be conquered, exploited, and left in
misery. Moreover, Manila Bay — the finest natural harbor in the western Pacific — could fall
under the control of an unfriendly power. Both Americans and Filipinos would lose.

No self-respecting nation can abandon what was earned by the blood of its fighting men. Our
military forces accomplished in a few short months what Filipino and Cuba rebels could not
do for themselves in years of struggle. Advancing the cause of civilization in the Philippines
gives meaning to those who died in the process, and especially to those who were murdered
on the Maine.

[f we shirk the challenge before us, if we turn inward, we will both dishonor our nation and
deprive future generations of the economic blessings which an empire can provide. We will
betray the mission which God has given us to act as a beacon of liberty and Christianity. Let us
seize our national destiny and move bravely forward.
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PRESERVE OUR DEMOCRATIC VALUES

America today stands at a crossroads. Along one path, we can continue to follow the wisdom
of our founding fathers and make further strides toward peace and prosperity. Along the other,
we can join the militaristic governments of the Old World and fall into the ruinous trap of
imperialism.

In our hearts, we know what is right. We know that ruling over another people without their
consent is tyranny, whether the year be 1776 or 1898. Imperialism flies in the face of our core
values of individual freedom and self-government. The Filipinos do not want to be governed
by us. To impose our will on them will put our young soldiers in the position of the British
redcoats, depriving others of liberty. Is this a worthy cause for shedding American blood? Is
this the spirit of '76?

The authors of our constitution recognized the folly of acquiring overseas colonies and did not
address the issue in our country’s most precious political document. Since then, America’s
expansion westward has followed a logical course. We have gradually extended our control
across the continent, opening new lands to settlement by American citizens and eventual
statehood.

This is hardly the case in the Philippines. Rather, the imperialists are asking us to annex a far-
flung collection of islands half a world away with nearly 10 million people. There is no thought
to giving the Filipinos citizenship or granting the islands statehood. Rather, we are being asked
to step into the role of colonial master, just as the Spanish before us.

The Filipinos are not like us. They speak a different language, they practice a different religion,
and they know little of our civilization. Our country already suffers from serious racial problems.
America’s blacks have barely begun to rise from the depths of slavery. Millions of alien
immigrants from southern and eastern Europe are pouring into our cities and threatening the
stability of our institutions. To aggravate the situation by adding the Filipinos to the mix would
be madness.

Imperialism is a virus that, if permitted to enter our system, would eventually infect our entire
society. Acquiring a colonial empire would inevitably plunge America into distant conflicts with
Japan, Germany, France, Britain, and other imperialist powers. We would soon find ourselves
sucked into the intrigues and squabbles of the Old World. Two vast oceans have protected us
from the senseless wars of Europe and Asia. To acquire a far-flung empire would be to throw
away the splendid isolation with which God has blessed us.

The burden of administering an empire would swell the power and cost of our central
government at the expense of individual liberty. As an imperialist power, the United States
would be compelled to enlarge the navy and maintain a large standing army. As our founding
fathers rightly feared, we would be setting the stage for the emergence of an American caesar.
Do we want our young men to be seduced by the lure of military glory abroad rather than
productive work at home? Do we want to exchange the values of a democratic republic for those
of a military dictatorship?

We must not allow ourselves to be deceived by the false promise of imperialism. America’s focus
belongs at home, not on seizing distant colonies. We must grant the Philippines independence
and walk away from the dangerous illusion of empire.
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CAREFULLY CALCULATE OUR INTERESTS

America today faces a crucial decision. Our victory over Spain has presented us with both
opportunity and danger. The United States must again draw on its proven ability to resolve
difficult issues from a practical point of view. A careful assessment of our national interests will
surely lead us to the conclusion that the United States should acquire the harbor of Manila and
establish a temporary protectorate over the Filipino people.

While many have been dazzled by the prospect of empire, few of the enthusiasts for foreign
adventure have thoughtfully considered the costs and risks. Plunging headlong down the path
of reckless imperialism would inevitably bring us into conflict with the imperial powers of
Europe and Japan. Huge sums would have to be spent on expanding America’s army and navy.
This is money that would be much better invested in railroads, schools, and businesses at home.
Imperialism would also threaten our political system. In the past, the United States has fought
to advance the cause of liberty. To take up the sword as a conqueror in the Philippines and to
wield it permanently as an overlord would change the character of America.

At the same time, we can no longer retreat into our earlier isolation from international affairs.
We are a great nation, and with greatness comes responsibility on the world stage. Our
continued economic prosperity depends on our success in exporting American goods overseas.
Leaving the international arena exclusively in the control of the imperial powers would only
heighten the competition for colonies. Trade would be stifled and hostilities would deepen.
America must act as a force for peace and moderation in international relations. We must be
wise and deliberate in our policies, but we cannot afford to be indifferent.

In the economic sphere, we should press for an “open door” to trade in Asia. All nations should
be allowed to compete in the Asian market without restrictions. Given an equal chance,
American exporters will earn their fair share of trade. To that end, the harbor of Manila would
be an important asset for the United States. We should be thinking in terms enhancing our
position in world commerce, not in acquiring colonies. Our values and our people are best suited
to trade and industry, not to conquest and empire.

Our only duty is to provide the newly freed Cuban and Filipino peoples with an opportunity
to develop without foreign interference. They are welcome to learn from us, but we will not
impose the American system on them. We have done our part to bring liberty to the Cubans
and Filipinos. The rest is up to them.

By the same token, the United States cannot turn its back on the former Spanish colonies,
especially the Philippines. Without U.S. protection, another power would be sure to seize the
Philippines. Likewise, the Filipinos themselves would almost certainly slip into chaos and even
civil war if they were suddenly deprived of U.S. guidance. The leader of the new Filipino
government, Emilio Aguinaldo, himself admires our country’s political ideals and recognizes
the need for continued American assistance.

By serving as a protector and a friend in the Philippines, the United States can further both our
own national interests and those of the Filipinos. As we take our first steps onto the world stage,
we can make our experience in the Philippines an example for future generations to follow.
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