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Philippine-American War

Viewed as a pivotal historical event in most Filipino textbooks, this war is hardly
mentioned in U.S. history textbooks. According to U.S. texts, the “Philippine In-
surrection,” as it was previously known, lasted from 1899 to 1902, when Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt declared an end to the fighting. Filipino texts, in
contrast, argue that the war actually endured for months, if not years, after the
formal declaration from Roosevelt, owing to Filipino resistance in the southern

s
islands.

PHILIPPINES

Outbreak of the War of Philippine Independence

The rise of the Republic worsened relations with America. The Fil-
ipinos resented the American treachery in depriving them of entering
Manila after its capture. For their part, the Americans used another inci-
dent to hasten their annexation of the Philippines.
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On Saturday night, February 4, 1899, an American soldier named Pri-
vate Robert W. Grayson shot and killed a Filipino soldier who was crossing
San Juan bridge. By firing the first, unprovoked shot, the Americans ig-
nited the War of Philippine Independence. To add insult to injury, the
Americans called the war a Filipino “insurrection”.

News of the outbreak of hostilities was telegraphed to President
Aguinaldo in Malolos. Immediately he declared war on America, whose
forces had drawn the first blood.*

Filipino Victories

The war was not a record of continuous American victories, for there
were cases in which the Filipinos registered military triumphs. On April
23, 1899, in Quinqua (now Plaridel), Bulacan, the Filipino troops of the
youthful General Gregorio del Pilar repulsed the cavalry charge of Major
J. Franklin Bell and killed Colonel John M. Stotsenburg.

American prestige suffered a serious blow on December 19, 1899
when General Lawton, splendid soldier and veteran of the American Civil
War, was killed by General Licerio Geronimo’s men in the Battle of San
Mateo.

In the year 1900, the Americans suffered several defeats at the hands
of the Filipino guerrillas. On January 17, 1900, the Filipinos captured an
American pack train in Alaminos, Laguna, killing some guards and chas-
ing the survivors. On September 13, Colonel Maximo Abad and his guer-
rillas routed the American troops in the Battle of Puland Lupa near the
town of Santa Cruz, Marinduque, and captured their commander, Cap-
tain James Shields. Four days later (September 17, 1900), General Cailles
and his Lagunense forces decisively defeated Colonel Cheatam’s troops in
Mabitac, Laguna.

The worst military disaster of the U.S. Military forces in the Visayas
was the annihilation of the American garrison in Balangiga, Samar, on
September 28, 1901, by General Vicente Lukban’s bolomen. Of the 74
American officers and soldiers composing the garrison, 50 were slaugh-
tered (including the commander Captain Thomas O’Connell) and only 24
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survived the Filipino bolos by running away during the bloody fight. The
victorious patriots captured a rich booty of war—100 Krag rifles and
25,000 rounds of ammunitions. American writers called this U.S. military
debacle the “Massacre of Balangiga.”

End of the War

The capture of Aguinaldo marked the end of the First Philippine Re-
public, but not of the war. The fiery and fearless General Miguel Malvar
continued the hopeless fight. In a stirring manifesto to the Filipino people,
dated July 31, 1901, he urged the continuation of resistance to American
invasion. “Forward, without ever turning back!” he said. “All wars for inde-
pendence have been obliged to suffer terrible tests!”

But further resistance to the much stronger foe was futile. The Ameri-
can military commanders in the provinces took ruthless measures, such as
concentrating civilians within military zones, burning the hostile villages,
and destroying the crops and work animals with the primary objective of
starving out the guerrillas. T

Results of the War

The superior arms of Uncle Sam crushed the short-lived First Philip-
pine Republic, the same arms which, strangely enough, helped to establish
the Cuban Republic. In forcing her sovereignty upon the Filipino people,
the United States crossed 7,000 miles of ocean, using 126,468 men, of
whom 4,234 died; she spent the vast sum of $600,000,000 and engaged in
2,811 recorded fights. On the other hand, the Filipinos, in the defense of
their independence, suffered greater losses—16,000 died in action,
200,000 civilians perished from famine and pestilence, and untold mil-
lions of pesos worth of property were destroyed.

Although beaten in war, the Filipinos did not give up their independ-
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ence ideal. They lost the war but continued the good fight with their wits
and their hearts set on liberty.*

In their desperation, the American soldiers turned arsonists burning
whole towns in order to force the guerrillas to the open. One such infa-
mous case of extreme barbarity occurred in the town of Balangiga, Samar,
in 1901-1902. Balangiga was a peaceful little port off the southern tip of
Samar, but it was garrisoned by Americans who could not pinpoint the
nerve-center of guerilla activities in the town. Many American soldiers
who garrisoned the town were veterans of the Boxer Rebellion and had
participated in the capture of Peking. The American soldiers were busy
one morning taking their breakfast when suddenly they were attacked by
Filipinos in their employ. The church bells rang, and soon about 180 Fil-
ipinos fell upon the Americans, many of whom were killed instantly. The
other Americans who tried to escape were boloed to death, while others
were hacked from the nose to the throat. The news of the guerrilla attack
gave rise to pained cries throughout the United States and so President
Roosevelt gave orders to pacify Samar. Assigned to the task was General
“Jake” Smith. “I want no prisoners,” he said firmly. I wish you to kill and
burn; the more you burn and kill the better it will please me.” Forthwith he
ordered that Samar by transformed into “a howling wilderness.” Orders
were also issued to shoot down anybody capable of carrying arms. By “ca-
pable of carrying arms,” General Smith meant to include even boys ten
years old, for the latter could carry rifles and swing bolos. In six months,
Balangiga became “a howling wilderness.” The barbarity with which Gen-
eral Smith subdued the people "of Samar touched the conscience of the
American people. After the end of the bloody campaign, Smith was court-
martialed and retired from the service.
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