The Road To War Simulation
1914 

[image: image1.jpg]1. Germany invades France through neutral Belgium even though Germany and Belgium had signed a treaty guaranteeing German
respect for Belgian neutrality. Allied propaganda claims that the Germans committed atrocities in Belgium. Only the miraculous Allied
victory at the Marne River saves Paris.

2. England sets up a total blockade of Germany and major neutral European ports.
a. England severely limits the types of goods allowed into neutral ports.
b. England diverts any suspect contraband cargoes to England and frequently confiscates them, although usually paying for each
shipload.
c. England interferes with American mail to intercept military and economic information intended for Germany.
d. England cuts the telegraph link between Germany and the U.S. so all war news must come through England. British
newspapers begin to report on German atrocities in Belgium such as chopping off the hand of babies, attacking nuns &
destroying universities. Most Americans are skeptical about these stories.*
e. England forbids British citizens from doing business with Americans accused of violating England’s rules on trade with
Germany.
f. When Americans protest this blockade, Sir Edward Grey points out that the British are just following the practice established
by the U.S. in the Civil War.

3. England begins to increase dramatically its trade with the United States.

4. In April, prior to the war, Wilson’s ended his policy of “watchful waiting” with Mexico and ordered U.S. marines to seize the
Mexican city of Veracruz to prevent a German shipment of weapons from reaching Mexico’s de facto president General Victoriano
Huerta. Nineteen Americans and one hundred twenty-six Mexicans were killed in the fighting. Argentina, Brazil and Chile mediated

a settlement of the conflict to prevent war. Huerta stepped down in July, and Venustiano Carranza (whom Wilson had supported) took
over. In November, Wilson withdrew the American troops.

Should the United States entér the w:;r?

If so, on whose side?

Why or why not?




1915
[image: image2.jpg]1. Trench warfare develops on the Western Front. Millions die in “senseless” fighting. Even though the French do not advance more
than three miles in the entire year, over a million and a half Frenchmen are killed.

2. On February 4, 1915, Germany declares a war zone around the British Isles in which their submarines will operate freely. Germany
places advertisements in American newspapers urging Americans not to travel on British ships. Wilson insists that under international
law Americans have the right to travel on any ship. He warns Germany that it will be held accountable for any loss of American ships
or lives.

a. On March 28, the British merchant ship Falaba is sunk in the Irish Sea. One American drowns.

b. On May 1, the American tanker Gulflight is sunk off the English coast. Two Americans lose their lives.

c.OnMay 7, the British luxury liner Lusitania (a ship similar to the Titanic) is sunk off the coast of Ireland. 1,198 people die including
128 Americans. Americans are outraged. Wilson demands an apology and reparations. The Germans point out that they warned
Americans not to travel on the ship and that it was carrying arms and ammunition. They also claim, incorrectly, that it was armed. In
June, Wilson repeats his demands in stronger terms. Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan resigns in protest unwilling to risk war
on the issue and joins the peace movement as a private citizen.

d. On August 19, the British passenger liner, Arabic, is sunk and two Americans are killed. Germany responds by paying an indemnity
and

e. On September 1, it issues the Arabic Pledge promising to sink no more passenger ships without a warning and without providing
for the rescue of the passengers.

3. Great Britain extends its blockade and announces that it will seize vessels carrying goods to or from Germany wherever they are
found. In addition, it severely restricts U.S. trade with neutral countries in Europe. England also continues to increase its purchase of
many tons of supplies from the United States. Fearing a possible depression, Wilson lifts all loan restrictions and U.S. bankers arrange

a $500 million loan to Britain and France.

4. U.S. envoy Colonel House’s attempts to mediate the conflict are not seriously considered by the combatants.
-

Should the United States enter the war?

If so, on whose side?

Why or why not?




1916

[image: image3.jpg]1. Trench warfare continues on the Western Front. At the Battle of the Somme, which lasts five months, more Germans are killed
than all the Americans killed in the Civil War. German zeppelins begin to bomb London.

2. Germany violates the Arabic pledge by sinking the French liner, Sussex, on March 24. Two Americans are injured. Germany again
apologizes and in May pledges that its U-Boats will not sink any passenger or merchant ships (the Sussex pledge).
g P g

3. American trade dramatically increases with England. Between 1914 and 1916 . . .
a. U.S. export of munitions to England increased from $40 million to $1.3 billion
b. U.S. trade with Britain and its allies has grown from $800 million to $3 billion.
c. U.S. loans to Allied governments reached $2.3 billion compared to loans of $27 million to the Central Powers.
d. Britain blacklists U.S. firms they suspect of dealing with the Central Powers

4. Britain drags their heels on U.S.’s offer of mediation (again offered by Wilson’s trusted adviser Colonel House). Eventually House
and Sir Edward Grey issue the House-Grey Memorandum which says thar if England and France call for a peace conference and the
Central Powers refuse, the U.S. would probably join the Allies. British troops put down the Irish Easter Rebellion (an attempt to win
independence) so severely that most Americans are outraged.

5. Wilson wins a very close reelection campaign on a platform of social legislation, neutrality and war preparedness. His most famous
campaign slogan is: “He kept us out of war!” Privately Wilson points out that “any little German lieutenant can put us into the war
at any time by some calculated outrage.”

6. Pancho Villa, a former bandit and rebel general, leads a rebellion against President Carranza in Mexico. His troops repeatedly
attacked across the border into the U.S., and in March burned the town of Columbus, New Mexico, killing many Americans. Wilson’s
response is to order General John Pershing to lead an army of 6,000 men across the border to chase after Villa. Villa evades his pursuers
and attacks across the border again. Wh‘en Pershing invades Mexico again American troops end up clashing with Carranza’s forces.

Should the United States enter the war?

If so, on whose side?

Why or why not?

“I've had enough!” Uncle Sam shouts as he jumps over the fence
to chase Pancho Villa back into Mexico. The ruins of Columbus,
N.M., smolder in the background after Villa’s forces attacked
between 8 and 9 March 1916. (Drawn by Clifford Berryman, 10
March 1916. NARA NWL-46-BERRYMAN-A076)




1917

[image: image4.jpg]1. On January 22, Wilson made public his proposals for a fair peace to end World War I and to prevent future wars. President Wilson’s
Peace Plan called for
a. peace without victory—no country should win or lose the war.
b. the right of self-determination to be guaranteed to all nations (in other words, an end to colonies).
c. a limit on the size of a nation’s army and navy.
d. recognition by all countries of the basic concept of the rights of neutral nations and the freedom of the seas for ships of
all countries.
e. no secret alliances.
f. A league of nations to insure peace in the furure and democracy for all nations.

2. On January 31, Germany (gambling that it can win the war before the U.S. gets involved) announces it is resuming unrestricted
submarine warfare, effective the next day. Any ship in the war zone will be sunk. On February 3rd, Wilson breaks off diplomatic relations
with Germany. The same day an American ship is sunk.

3. On March 1, news of the Zimmermann Telegram breaks in the American press. This wireless telegram was a message from the
German Foreign Secretary to the German minister in Mexico telling him to offer Mexico an alliance and financial aid in case of war
between the U.S. and Germany. In return for her involvement, Mexico would be able to “recover” Texas, New Mexico and Arizona.
The telegram had been intercepted by British Secret Service agents.

4. On March 15, a popular and democratic revolution overthrows the Tsar of Russia. Russia seems close to surrendering to
Germany. Germany would then be able to fight on only one front, combining its armies for a final overwhelming assault. The Allies are
now all democracies.

5.0n March 16, German submarines sink three American merchant ships in the North Atlantic. Six Americans are killed. Two more

American ships are sunk later in the month. On April 2,1917, Wilson addressed a special session of both houses of Congress and asked
Congress for a declaration of war. .

Should the United States enter the war?

If so, on whose side?

Why or why not?




