The Major Issues to be settled at the Versailles Conference:

1. Should Germany be held solely responsible for starting WWI?  Should she be forced to pay damages?  



Losses amount to $16B in civilian property in the lands she occupied

Soldiers were called up to fight the war, and the nations faced a cost of $17B for the pensions of these soldiers  



($33B in 1918 would be over $7T in 2000 U.S. dollars)



How much, if anything, should Germany pay?

2. Should Germany, alone, be permanently disarmed?

One Versailles proposal – Germany shall have fewer than 100K soldiers, no battleships, no submarines, no military airplanes, no tanks.



Should all nations be equally limited in armaments?



Should nothing be done about disarmament and future arms races?

3. Should the Conference recognize the following independent countries:



Austria



Hungary



Yugoslavia (consisting of Serbia, Bosnia, Croatia, and Montenegro)



Czechoslovakia (consisting of ethnic Germans, Slovaks, and Czechs)



Poland (consisting of Poles formerly living in Russia and Germany, as well as some Germans)



Should Germany and Austria be allowed to form one country?



How would the creation of these nations affect future stability?

4. Should France be given the west bank of the Rhine River as a buffer state protecting it from Germany?



It is inhabited by 6 million Germans.

5. Should France get the Sarr as a buffer state protecting it from Germany?



It is the source of Germany’s coal



It is the home of many Germans

6. Should Poland get parts of Prussia, which contain a large Polish minority?

7. Should all of Germany’s colonies (Southwest Africa, Cameroons or Kamerun, and the Caroline Islands in the Pacific) be given to Great Britain and France?  If not, what should be done with them?

8. Should a League of Nations be formed in which every country is pledged to come to the aid of every other member in case of an enemy attack?  If so, should Germany and communist Russia be allowed to join?

The United States Perspective
When President Wilson asked his countrymen to declare war on Germany in 1917, he did not want America to fight only to protect England and France.  He told Congress that the “world must be made safe for democracy.”  He called his nation to embark on a crusade “to end all wars”.  His Fourteen Points, announced in January 19th, 1918, provided the blueprint to build the peace that would last for all time.

Wilson wrote his Fourteen Points before the end of the war, and phrased them so that it could apply regardless of if the Allies or the Central Powers won.  The United States’ Committee on Public Information distributed the Fourteen Points in translated leaflets, and it may have been a factor in weakening the Central Powers’ willingness to fight.  In September and October of 1918, Bulgaria, Turkey, and Austria-Hungary had dropped out of the war.  Wilson quietly lobbied Germany to accept the Fourteen Points through informal contacts.  

When a revolution in 1918 overthrew the Kaiser, the new German government opened negotiation for peace on the basis of the Fourteen Points.    

Key Provisions of the Treaty of Versailles:
1. Germany is forced to accept the war guilt clause, accepting sole responsibility for the war, and is forced to pay for the cost of injuries to civilians and damage to their property.

Article 231: WAR GUILT CLAUSE - The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a consequence of the war imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany and her allies.
Article 232: Germany cannot make complete reparation, but will make compensation for all damage done to the civilian population and property of the Allied and Associated Powers [totaling $56 

billion.]

2. Germany, alone, was required to disarm.

Article 159: The German military forces demobilized/reduced  

Article 160: Small army, devoted exclusively to the maintenance of order within the territory and to the control of the frontiers. 

Article 170: No importation, manufacture, or export of arms of every kind.

Article 181: Small navy, no submarines are to be included.  

Article 198: no naval air forces. 

3. Several small countries were created from the losing countries– Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Poland, and Yugoslavia 

4. The Rhineland was demilitarized, 

Article 42: No fortifications on the Rhine 

5. Germany had to give up the coal-rich Sarr Basin and Alsace-Lorraine.

6. Germany had to surrender all of her colonial territories 

7. Germany had to give the provinces of Western Prussia and Posen to Poland, thus offering the landlocked Polish state an outlet to the Baltic Sea.

8. The League of Nations was formed in 1919 with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles.  The United States did not join.  Germany is admitted into the League of Nations in 1926, and Spain withdrew.  The USSR joined the League of Nations in 1934.   Nazi Germany withdrew from the League in 1935.  Italy withdrew from the League in 1937. 

Epilogue:

The League of Nations, Wilson’s 14th Point, attempted to ensure peace in the future by encouraging collective action in the event of aggression, but it included few provisions for ensuring compliance.

The Treaty of Versailles, based only in part on Wilson’s Fourteen Points, was written to destroy Germany’s power and prevent future wars.

The humiliating terms of the treaty, combined with the lack of provisions for enforcing the peace, set the stage for Germany’s rearmament and attacks on her defenseless neighbors.

