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How do we conform to group norms?
   20 total points
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Norms are formalized rules for how members of groups should behave.  Unlike laws, they are often “just known” through experience, rather than written down.  They can exert strong influences on other members’ behaviors.  How do people react when group norms are not adhered to?

Procedure

Think of a norm that regulates how a person should behave in a given situation.  Here are some examples: 


Interacting with another person: personal space, volume, eye contact 


Situationally-appropriate behavior: manners, appropriate clothing 

Gender-appropriate behavior: chivalry, aggressiveness

Design and act out an experiment in which you do not adhere to the norm.

Set-up:
1. What norm do you plan to violate?

2. Critical thinking: What do you think is the purpose of that norm?  Why do you think that norm exists?
3. What reaction(s) to you expect to observe in reaction to this violation?

4. How will you go about breaking this norm and observing the reactions?  (Explain your procedure).

Conducting the experiment:

5. Trial #1: In the left column below, list the reactions you observe when violating this norm.  In the right column, explain why you think the person is reacting in that way. 
Observable reactions



Explanation for reaction (unobservable behavior)

6. Trial #2: In the left column below, list the reactions you observe when violating this norm.  In the right column, explain why you think the person is reacting in that way. 

Observable reactions



Explanation for reaction (unobservable behavior)
7. What were the similarities between the reactions you observed?  What explains these similarities?

                       Similarities




Explanation

8. What were the differences between the reactions you observed?



     Differences




Explanation
9. When you violated the norm, how did the reactions make you feel?
10. If you had unintentionally violated the norm, would you have felt differently?  Explain.
11. Through their reactions, do you feel the person was intentionally trying to tell you that you had violated the norm?  
12. Critical thinking: What purpose is served by the existence of social norms?

13. Critical thinking: When can social norms be bad or harmful?
14. Critical thinking: This phenomenon is sociocultural because society is influencing a person’s behavior.  However, sometimes more than one school of thought can exist at the same time.  How is this situation behavioral?













Don't do anything illegal, that breaks school policy, or that harms someone physically or emotionally!











