Western Civilization 
Documented Essay, 2006 

     1. Topic.  In a well developed five paragraph documented essay  
        evaluate the effectiveness of President Harry Truman’s 
        policies in regards to three of the following Cold War issues 
        Potsdam    
 Truman Doctrine 
        United Nations 
 Containment 
        Korea 
 Marshall Plan 
        NATO 
 The Arms Race 
        Germany 

      2.  General Instructions 
            A.  Introduction.  Write one paragraph introducing     
                your topic and ending with your thesis statement. 
            B.  Write one body paragraph explaining the first part 
                of your thesis. 
            C.  Write a second body paragraph explaining the second 
                part of your thesis. 
            D.  Write a third body paragraph explaining the third 
                part of your thesis. 
            E.  Conclusion.  Write one paragraph summarizing your 
                arguments (facts, reasons, examples).  Your final 
                sentence should reflect on the lasting impact of 
                your topic. 
            F. The end result of the above should be a well 
                developed and organized five paragraph documented 
                essay. 

     3.   Format 
            A. For all format issues, use the MLA format learned in 
                your research class.  For a sample essay see Write In 
                Style, pages 52-61. 
            B. The essay must be typed, five paragraphs, double 
                spaced, pages numbered, 12 – point font, Times New 
                Roman, and one inch margins all around.  Use Write In 
                Style, page 41, as a reference. 
            C. The essay must have a title page.  For an example of 
                a title page see page 40 of Write In Style.  
                Information other than the title must not be repeated 
                on the first page. 
            D.  Essays must contain internal citations in every body  
                paragraph.  Each body paragraph should contain at 
                least two citations from different sources.  Direct 
                quotes (short and/or long – over three lines) as well 
                as paraphrasing should be used.  Use Write In Style, 
                pages 34-37, as a resource. 
            E.  All essays must include a works cited page.  This 
                page should be properly formatted using the format 
                learned in the research class.  This includes sources 
                alphabetically listed by author (title if no author 
                is given) with hanging indents for information past 
                the first line of the citation.  Essays should 
                contain a minimum of four sources from your approved 
                list.  Use Write In Style, pages 34-37, as a resource. 
            F. You are expected to use past tense in a history paper 
                wherever appropriate. 

    4. The Steps 
            A. Tuesday, Feb. 28.  The project will be introduced and 
                topics assigned. 
            B. Thursday, March 9.  The working bibliography is due 
                along with some research complete and preliminary 
                decisions made. 
            C. Thursday, March 16.  A rough draft of your 
                introductory paragraph concluding with your thesis 
                statement is due on this day. 
            D. Monday, April 3.  Research note cards are due.  A 
                minimum of twenty research cards is required.  Five 
                minimum for each part of thesis and five with general 
                information on your topic.  Use Writing In Style, 
                pages 18-19, as a resource. 
            E. Monday, April 10.  The planning outline is due.  
                Students must include internal citations.  Use 
                Writing In Style, pages 22-25, as a resource. 
            F. Monday, April 24.  A rough draft of your essay that 
                meets all of your requirements is due. 
            G. Final copy due – Monday, May 1. 

    5. Additional Guidelines 
            A. All sections of this project must be typed and 
                printed out on the computer.  Make two copies of each 
                section.  One is to be turned in to the teacher; you 
                will use the other copy to continue progress on your 
                essay. 
            B. Students must maintain an electronic backup copy of 
                all work.  Technology failures are not acceptable.  
                Plan ahead! 
            C. This is a research project, therefore, no essay will 
                be accepted without internal citations and works 
                cited page and these must match. 

    6. These are the only sources that may be used: 
   

           A. The Cold War: A New History by John Lewis Gaddis 
           B. The Cold War: A Military History by Robert Cowley 
           C. Harry Truman and the Crisis Presidency by Bert Cochran 
           D. The Truman Presidency, Edited by Michael J. Lacey 
           E. Dawning of the Cold War by Randall Woods and Howard 
                Jones 
           F. On Every Front by Thomas G. Paterson 
           G. Memoirs of Harry S. Truman: 1945 Year of Decisions by 
                Harry S. Truman 
           H. Memoirs By Harry S. Truman Volume Two, Years of Trial 
                and Hope by Harry S. Truman 
           I. The Autobiography of Harry S. Truman by Harry S. 
                Truman, Robert H. Ferrell (Editor) 
           J. Truman by David McCullough 
           K. “Documents Related to the Cold War”, Full text 
                original documents relating to the Cold War period.  
                Covers the years from 1945 – 1986.  A very wide 
                range of material dealing with many points… 
                http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/coldwar.htm 
           L. The Avalon Project at Yale Law School – The Cold War 
                http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/coldwar.htm 
           M. http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/ColdWar.htm 
           N. Cold War International History Project 
                http://www.wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm? 
                topic_id=1409&fuseaction=topics.home 
           O.   CNN-Cold War 
                http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/ 
           P.   Cold War Policies 1945-1991 
                http://history.acusd.edu/gen/20th/coldwar0.html 
           Q. The Avalon Project at Yale Law School – The Papers of 
                Harry S. Truman 
                http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/trumpap.htm 
           R.   Truman Presidential Museum & Library 
                http://www.trumanlibrary.org/
