
COURSE TITLE:  Urban Studies (2011-2012)

TEACHER:  Mr. Thomas Nall
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Urban Studies offers the student an opportunity to examine the history, geography, politics and culture of the city of Chicago.  It begins with the early settlement of Chigagou, moves on to the founding of the city, and follows its evolution through the 21st century.  The course goal is for the student to understand the geographical, racial, socio-economical, cultural and architectural development of Chicago.  Particular emphasis is placed on the Native Americans, the Union Stockyards, the Fire, the Columbian Exposition, the Capone Era, Richard J. Daley, Frank Lloyd Wright, Mies Van der Rohe and Richard M. Daley.  Any email communication from a student must be carbon copied to their parents.  Please note, I only access the email when inside the building.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED MATERIALS:

1. Textbook: Spinney, Robert G., City of Big Shoulders – A History of Chicago,  Northern Illinois University Press, DeKalb, IL, 2000.
2. Binder
3. Loose leaf paper
4. Pen
COURSE GOALS:

1. To understand the development of and the characteristics of Chicago’s politics, society, culture, economics and geography.
2. To aid the student in developing an awareness of the rich diversity associated with the city of Chicago.
3. To aid the student in developing an awareness of space and home.
4. To aid the student in developing an awareness of the problems confronting urban societies today.
5. To develop critical thinking skills in reading and writing.
6. To develop within the students the ability to apply their understanding of the past to finding solutions for present-day problems.
COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES:

By the end of the course the student should be able to:

1. Explain the geography of Chicago and the impact that it had on its growth and development.
2. Explain the earliest history of Chicago.
3. Understand the establishment of Chicago as a village and its incorporation as a city.
4. Understand the boom, bust and recovery of early Chicago (1835-1850).
5. Understand the growth and development of Chicago’s businesses and industries.
6. Understand the growth and development of Chicago’s transportation systems.
7. Understand life in Chicago (1850-1894) including the Civil War, the fire, the bomb and the fair.
8. Compare and contrast the various immigrations.
9. Explain the issues, problems and reforms of the Progressive Era (1890-1915).
10. Explain life in Chicago during World War I and the roaring 20’s.
11. Understand the development of organized crime in Chicago. 
12. Explain life in Chicago during the Great Depression, World War II and its aftermath.
13. Understand the Richard J. Daley Era (1955-1976).
14. Understand the transition to the post-Richard J. Daley Era.
15. Analyze racial, ethnic, class and religious issues throughout the history of Chicago.
16. Understand the growth and development of suburbia.
17. Analyze Chicago Architecture and its global impact.

