
COURSE TITLE: World History – Honors (2011-2012)
TEACHER: Mr. Thomas Nall
TEACHER AVAILABILITY:

It is best to make arrangements one day in advance to set up a mutually convenient time either before or after school.  Before school and after school the teacher can be found in the social studies office.  Messages can be left for the teacher at extension 224.  The teacher can also be reached by email at tnall@saintviator.com.  Any email communication from a student must be carbon copied to their parents.  Please note, I only access the email when inside the building.  

A website with class information, assignment sheets and study guides can be found at http:/www.quia.com/pages/wrldhisth.html.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Honors World History is an introductory survey of western and non-western civilizations.  Students will trace the development of nations and cultures.  They will learn of the political, economic, intellectual and social advances of nations and of the interactions between nations.  Students read extra materials in addition to the text and produce essays on significant themes.  The course emphasizes the development of organizational skills, note-taking, outlining, map reading and basic research.  A strong emphasis will be placed on the development of writing skills.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED MATERIALS:

1. Textbook: Modern World History:  Patterns of Interaction, Beck, Black, Naylor, and Shabaka, Evanston IL, McDougal Littell
2. Two and one half inch or three inch loose leaf binder, with six dividers
3. School issued agenda
4. Pen
5. Loose leaf paper
6. The novel, Ishmael
COURSE GOALS:

1. To identify the major historical, political, social, cultural, and economic contributions made by various countries and cultures throughout the world.
2. To aid the student in developing an awareness of the rich diversity in our global society.
3. To develop within each student a social consciousness.
4. To develop critical thinking skills in reading and writing.
5. To develop the characteristics of a historical-minded person.
6. To develop within the students the ability to apply their understanding of the past to present-day problems.
COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES/CONTENT:

By the end of the course the student should be able to:

1. Compare and contrast various world religions and their belief systems.
2. Define the terms Renaissance, Reformation, and Enlightenment and list their important characteristics and people.
3. Understand the political, social, religious, and economic system of the Ottoman Turks.
4. Explain the Age of Exploration and its impact.
5. Understand the societal impact of absolute monarchs and their struggle for power.
6. Identify the growth and spread of democracy and capitalism.
7. Explain how the French Revolution and Napoleon changed Europe.
8. Explain the growth of nationalist movements.
9. Understand the Industrial Revolution and the many impacts it had on global development.
10. Compare and contrast capitalism, communism, and socialism as economic systems.
11. Define Imperialism and Isolationism and describe their impacts around the globe.
12. Identify the major causes and results of WWI.
13. Identify the important people and events that were involved in the Russian Revolution.
14. Compare Communism and Fascism with other governmental and economic systems.
15. Analyze the causes and results of WWII.
16. Explain the origins of the Cold War.
17. Analyze the independence movements since 1945.
18. Explain globalization.
19. Analyze the impact of cultures in conflict.
20. Discuss the challenges facing the modern world including technology, environment, overpopulation, terrorism, economics, and human rights.
COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES/SKILLS:

By the end of the course the student should be able to:

1. Develop skills of locating and gathering information from a variety of sources.
2. Develop skills of interpreting graphic materials.
3. Develop skills needed to understand a sense of time and chronology.
4. Develop skills of presenting historical materials.
5. Develop skills of comprehension such as identifying central themes, arriving at warranted conclusions and drawing valid inferences.
6. Develop skills of analysis and evaluation of historical materials.
7. Develop skills of synthesis and application of historical materials.
8. Develop skills of effective and group participation.
9. Develop skills of effective note taking.

